
Summary Information 

Federal Awarding Agency Name: U.S. Department Of Agriculture - Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS), Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) 

Funding Opportunity Title: Announcement for Program Funding for NRCS' Conservation 
Innovation Grants (CIG) for Federal fiscal year (FY) 2018 - Virginia 

Initial Announcement 

Funding Opportunity Number: USDA-NRCS-V A-CIG-18-01 

Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number: 10.912, Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program 

NRCS is announcing the availability of CIG to stimulate the development and adoption of 
innovative conservation approaches and technologies. Applications will be accepted from 

eligible entities for projects carried out in the state of Virginia. A total of up to $450,000 is 
available for CIG in FY 2018. All non-Federal entities (NFE) and individuals are invited to 
apply, with the sole exception of Federal agencies. Projects may be between one and three years 
in duration. The maximum award amount for a single award in FY 2018 is $75,000. 

APPLICATIONS DUE DATE: Applications must be received by 5:00 PM Eastern Daylight 

Saving Time on Friday, April 6, 2018. 

SUBMISSIONS: Applications must be submitted electronically through grants.gov. In 
addition, a PDF of the complete application must be emailed to Blaine.Delaney@va.usda.gov 
Both submissions must be received by the submission due date!  For more information on 
how to submit an application go to section IV.C on page 14. 

Please note that the grants.gov electronic submission component has been updated. The updated 
component is called Workspace. Workspace is the standard way for organizations or individuals 
to apply for federal grants in Grants.gov. Workspace allows an applicant grant team to 
simultaneously access and edit different forms within an application. In addition, the forms can 
be filled out online or as a PDF. 

Please allow extra time to register in the new Workspace. An overview of Workspace can be 
viewed at grants.gov (WEBINAR - Getting Started with Workspace: Become a Workspace 
Wizard). There are also several preliminary registration steps before the applicant can submit 
the application. To register, go to www.grants.gov, click on "Applicants", then click on "Get 
Registered". If you have completed a prior grants.gov application, you may already have 
completed the registration process. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication (e.g., Braille, large print, audio tape) should contact the USDA TARGET Center 
at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
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https://www.grants.gov/
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/workspace-overview.html










https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/granule/CFR-2005-title7-vol10/CFR-2005-title7-vol10-part1400
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2017-title7-vol10/pdf/CFR-2017-title7-vol10-sec1466-6.pdf


https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2017-title7-vol10/pdf/CFR-2017-title7-vol10-sec1466-6.pdf
https://www.grants.gov/


ofNRCS or others as to the relative merits of the project described in their application. 
Applicants must submit a single copy of the application in the following format: 

• Each page must be on numbered, letter-sized (8W' x 11 ") paper utilizing a white
background that has one-inch margins; and

• The text of the application must be typed, single spaced, black, and in a font no smaller
than 12-point.

Applications that are incomplete or fail to comply with the required content and formatting 
requirements will not be considered for funding. 

1.Project Abstract (I page maximum).

On a single page, provide the applicant entity name, duration of project in months, amount of 
Federal funding requested, amount of non-Federal cost-share/match funding committed, and 
project title. Identify the category of the project, the geographic location, and describe in non­
technical language the issue or problem, the objectives to address the issue or problem, the 
innovative approach to be employed (including the role of participating partners, if applicable), 
how impact will be quantified, and the predicted benefits or deliverables of the project. The 
project abstract must include both a technical and administrative contact for the application (if 
both are the same person, please note this). NRCS will use the technical and administrative 
contacts identified as the primary applicant contacts. A sample project abstract is included in 
the related documents tab in the opportunity on grants.gov. 

2. Standard application form.

"Standard Form 424, Application for Federal Assistance" is included as part of the application 
package posted on Grants.gov. Instructions for completing the form are also included. 

3.Project Narrative (15-page maximum).

The project narrative must include the following information in order. A sample project 
narrative is included on the related documents tab on grants.gov. 

a. Project background: Describe the issue or problem, and the history of, and need for, the
proposed innovation. Provide evidence that the proposed innovation has been studied
sufficiently to indicate a high probability for success of the project.

b. Project objectives: Be specific using qualitative and quantitative measmes, if possible, to
describe the project's purpose and goals. Describe how the project is i1movative. If the
project is addressing a NRCS Conservation Practice Standard, or proposing a new
standard, please state this explicitly and identify the standard.

c. Project methods: Describe clearly the methodology of the project and the tools or
processes that will be used to implement the project.

d. Geographic location and size of project or project area: Identify the geographic location
and the relative size and scope (e.g., acres, farm types, demographics, etc.) of the project
area. Provide a map if possible.

e. EOIP eligible producer participation: Estimate the number of EQIP eligible producers
involved in the project, and describe the type and extent of their involvement.
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http://www.achp.gov/apptoolkit.html


https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/granule/CFR-2014-title2-vol1/CFR-2014-title2-vol1-part200/content-detail.html


https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2014-title2-vol1/pdf/CFR-2014-title2-vol1-sec200-306.pdf




http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform
https://www.sam.gov/portal/public/SAM/
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html


https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/workspace-overview.html
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/granule/CFR-2014-title2-vol1/CFR-2014-title2-vol1-part200/content-detail.html


https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=930a8b14944f1926d99ff4d1ced77ad5&mc=true&node=pt2.1.180&rgn=div5
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=31f7cd4d27a7b06d21188e89e3aa64dc&mc=true&node=pt2.1.417&rgn=div5
https://www.fapiis.gov/fapiis/index.action


Merit Criteria Evaluation 
The technical review panel uses the following criteria, using a 100 point scale, to evaluate 
applications: 

1. Purpose, Approach, and Goals (25 points)
a. The purpose of the project is clearly explained and the rationale is explicit for why the

innovative approach or technology is needed;
b. The design and implementation of the project is based on sound methodology and

demonstrated technology;
c. The project outcomes are stated, measurable, and likely to be achieved; and
d. Both beneficial and adverse impacts are considered and a significant level of

improvement will be achieved.
2. Innovative Technology or Approach (25 points)

a. The project is innovative (national, regionally, and/or local in nature) according to the
criteria for innovation in the CIG funding announcement; and

b. The project addresses one or more of the priority categories listed in the CIG funding
announcement.

3. Project Management (20 points)
a. Timeline and milestones are clear and reasonable;
b. Project staff has necessary technical and administrative expertise;
c. The budget is adequately explained and justified, and expenses allowable; and
d. Proposal includes robust partnership with entities that can substantially assist with

delivery of project outcomes.
4. Benefits and Transferability (30 points)

a. The potential for producers and landowners to use or participate in the innovative
technology(s) or approach(s);

b. The potential for NRCS to benefit from the innovative approach or methods, including
(if appropriate) the development of materials, such as technical standards, technical
notes, handbooks, technology tools, etc.;

c. The potential to transfer the approach or technology to a broader audience or to other
geographic areas or agricultural sectors; and

d. The potential for successful transfer, through planned project activities, to Historically
Underserved producers and communities.

Cost sharing will be treated as an eligibility criterion as described in Section IV.A.8 and will 
not be considered in the evaluation. 

B. Review and Selection Process

Proposals that pass the initial screening are then evaluated using a two part process: 

• A Virginia CIG Review Team composed of subject matter experts evaluate the proposals. 
Proposals are evaluated against the CIG Proposal Evaluation Criteria in Section V.A. The
Virginia CIG Review Team forwards their recommendations to the State Conservationist.

• The State Conservationist makes the final award selections based on the
recommendations of the Virginia CIG Review Team. 
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http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/cig/


CONSERVATION INNOVATION GRANTS 
FISCAL YEAR 2018 APPLICATION PACKAGE CHECKLIST 

Important:  Proposals Missing Any of These Required Items Will Not Be Considered 

 1. Project Abstract— On a single page, provide the applicant entity name, duration of
project in months, amount of Federal funding requested, amount of non-Federal 
match committed, and project title. Identify the category of the project, the 
geographic location, and describe in non-technical language the issue or problem, the 
objectives to address the issue or problem, the innovative approach to be employed 
(including the role of participating partners, if applicable), how impact will be 
quantified, and the predicted benefits or deliverables of the project. The executive 
summary must include both a technical and administrative contact for the proposal (if 
both are the same person, please note this). These contacts will serve as the primary 
contacts for CIG staff. If you wish to compete for the 20 percent set aside for 
Historically Underserved producers or veteran farmers or ranchers, please annotate 
this. 

 2. Application Forms (in grants.gov application package)

 3. Project Narrative:  (15 pages maximum, single-spaced, single-sided, 12 point font)
a. Project background
b. Project objectives
c. Project methods
d. Geographic location and size of project area (include a map if possible)
e. EQIP eligible producer participation
f. Project action plan and timeline
g. Project management
h. Project deliverables/products
i. Benefits or results expected and transferability
j. Project evaluation

 4. Assessment of Environmental Impacts

 5. Budget Information: (12 pages maximum)
a. Complete SF-424A
b. Detailed budget narrative

 6. Indirect Costs: Submit documentation of federally approved indirect cost rate or
indirect cost rate proposal if claiming indirect costs.

 7. Matching: Submit written signed verification of commitments of matching support
from non-Federal third parties. Include both cash and in-kind commitments.

 8. Declaration of Previous CIG Projects Involvement and Past Performance

 9. Declaration of Historically Underserved and Veteran Farmers or Ranchers

 11. Certifications: Complete all required certifications.
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 12. Letters of Support: Include entity name, location and role.

 13. Fact Sheet

 **DUNS and SAM Registration 



http://www.ocio.usda.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2012/Complain_combined_6_8_12.pdf
https://www.ascr.usda.gov/filing-program-discrimination-complaint-usda-customer
http://www.usda.gov/nofear/



