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Executive Summary

The U.S. Department of State (DoS) announces an Open Competition Notification of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) to promote secure digital connectivity in Paraguay with up to $6,000,000 in Fiscal Year 2024 Economic Support Funds (ESF) for a project period up to 54 months.  The anticipated start date for this activity is September 30, 2025.  Subject to the availability of funds, the Bureau of Western Hemisphere Affairs Office of Policy Planning and Coordination (WHA/PPC) at DoS intends to issue an award for $6,000,000 in FY2024 (ESF).  Contingent upon the availability of funds and quality of proposals, 1 award may be granted based on this NOFO.  Applications are due on or before August 4, 2025, at 11:59 p.m. Eastern Standard Time (Washington, D.C.) 

This project seeks to 1) expand Paraguay’s rural internet connectivity, 2) build institutional capacity to deliver secure access to information and communications technologies (ICTs), and 3) strengthen digital literacy.  Through this $6 million initiative, the Department of State will fund an organization to, in consultation with the Government of Paraguay and U.S. Embassy Asuncion, procure, deliver, install, and service secure, trusted vendor internet access points at up to 3,600 sites across Paraguay.  Internet supplies and equipment must be purchased in accordance with its own procurement regulations and property standards, which must conform to 2 CFR § 200, as applicable to the organization.  Specifically, the awardee shall consult with authorities from the Ministry of Information and Communications Technology (MITIC) and the National Telecommunications Commission (CONATEL). 

The project will also advance digital literacy in rural communities, support the safe and effective use of digital tools, and promote understanding of data privacy risks and protections.  Activities should/shall emphasize long-term system strengthening, public engagement, and fair access.  

Note: This award will be a cooperative agreement.  As such, the selected implementing partner is required to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) or cooperation agreement with the Government of Paraguay to formalize technical cooperation with MITIC and CONATEL, in consultation with U.S. Embassy Asuncion.  The implementing partner will be required to seek prior approval from U.S. Embassy Asuncion for any significant changes to the project scope, budget reallocations, or key personnel changes, in addition to prior approval from the designated Grants Officer and Grants Officer Representative.  Requests for permission must be submitted in writing and include a detailed justification for any proposed changes. 

Specific objectives and performance indicators should be included in the proposals that allow the organization to measure and demonstrate progress. Funding awarded under this NOFO cannot be used for law enforcement, military forces, or training for police or military.

WHA/PPC invites qualified U.S. non-profit/NGOs having a 501(c)(3) status with the IRS or an equivalent/similar status under Paraguayan law or regulation or under another jurisdiction but with a presence in Paraguay, such as NGOs and institutions of higher education, and public international organizations (PIOs).  NGOs based in Paraguay are strongly encouraged to apply.   Applicants may submit individually or as a consortium.  

The applicant must read and follow the requirements in this NOFO and attachments, submit all required information through the NOFO’s posting on http://www.grants.gov.  Potential applicants should regularly check the website to ensure they have the latest information pertaining to this NOFO.  If organizations have difficulty registering on http://www.grants.gov or accessing the NOFO, please contact the Grants.gov Helpdesk at 1-800-518-4726 or via email at support@grants.gov for technical assistance.  Please also contact AsuncionEmbassyGrants@state.gov to notify of issues accessing the NOFO or submitting required information.  The Department reserves the right to fund any or none of the applications submitted and will determine the resulting level of funding for each award.  

Eligible organizations interested in applying are encouraged to read this NOFO thoroughly to understand the scope of eligible projects, the application submission requirements, and the review process.
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[bookmark: _Toc502522225]Section A. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

The Department of State Bureau of Western Hemisphere Affairs Office of Policy, Planning, and Coordination (WHA/PPC) announces an open competition for organizations to submit applications to (1) procure and deploy internet access points at up to 3,600 sites across  Paraguay; (2) develop an institutionalization plan with MITIC to take on monitoring, management, and maintenance of the internet access points post-award; and (3) advance digital literacy in rural communities, support the safe and effective use of digital tools, and promote understanding of data privacy risks and protections through the delivery of training and technical assistance.  
Please follow all instructions below to apply.

[bookmark: _Toc748941835]A.1 Background

In alignment with Paraguay’s recently launched national 5G spectrum tender and in support of the Government of Paraguay’s digital integration agenda, this cooperative agreement will fund efforts to install and support internet infrastructure, procurement, technical assistance, and training for local communities.  The Paraguayan government’s plans to expand internet access throughout the country will require technical assistance benefitting communities receiving the internet access.  As such, the project will build capacity to ensure digital literacy in rural communities of varying demographics and support these populations to use digital tools safely and effectively and understand data privacy risks and protections.

[bookmark: _Toc692622929]A2.  Program Goal and Objectives

Priority Region: Paraguay

Program Goal:
The goal of the program is to expand rural internet connectivity, strengthen institutional capacity to deliver secure access to information and communications technologies (ICTs), and promote digital literacy in Paraguay. 

Program Objectives: 
As applicable, proposals should specify the expected results from projects benefitting from these funds, such as the number of participants trained; improvement in government transparency or e-government; and other improvements in basic government services that impact citizens and small business.  All proposals should state clear objectives and show plans and develop indicators to measure and demonstrate project performance and contributions to meeting those objectives. 

Proposals should highlight how they are making America safer, stronger and more prosperous by bolstering an open and secure digital infrastructure system in Paraguay that meets international standards and best practices.  

Proposals should highlight how they will provide procurement, technical assistance, installation, and development support to expand Paraguay’s secure access to telecommunications technologies.  Specifically, proposals should note how they would work with MITIC, CONATEL, and other relevant Paraguayan institutions to provide technical guidance on trusted and secure equipment selection.  Proposals should note how they will work with the Paraguayan government to prioritize and select internet access point locations and which type of internet (satellite, fiber optic, fixed wireless access) to be used.  Once trusted vendor equipment is selected, proposals should note how they would purchase internet equipment and ensure appropriate allocation in coordination with MITIC and CONATEL.  After equipment selection and purchase with project funds, recipient must budget for installation and servicing costs for up to 3,600 sites within the project duration with an option up to 5 years of internet service coverage, prioritizing deployment and initial year of service.  Proposals should note how they will advance an institutionalization plan with MITIC to take on monitoring of the internet access points.  

Proposals should also note how they will provide training in rural communities of varying demographics on digital literacy.  The Paraguayan government’s plans to expand internet access throughout the country will require technical assistance among communities hosting internet access points.  Support to train local communities, including through digital literacy campaigns, should prepare rural populations to use digital tools safely and effectively and understand their data privacy risks and protection.

Ideal projects will focus on one or more of the following objectives:

Objective 1: Enhance infrastructure planning and deployment.  Support the expansion of rural internet access in centers with a lower population density through procurement and installation of secure equipment and servicing of reliable connectivity solutions, in line with international standards, and in support of the Government of Paraguay’s 5G development efforts.

Objective 2: Strengthen institutional systems and public-private coordination.  Work in partnership with the Government of Paraguay and local stakeholders to implement a sustainable model of safe connectivity and training, such as promoting a public-private cybersecurity task force, identifying opportunities for capacity-strengthening programs for government officials, supporting digital literacy initiatives, and cybersecurity training centers.

Objective 3: Promote safe and secure digital connectivity.  Develop and expand digital literacy and safe internet usage training programs, such as cybersecurity awareness, data privacy and protection, and secure online transactions for rural populations of varied demographics.



[bookmark: _Toc2017875965]A3.  Expected Results
By the end of the project, grantees should demonstrate that the project has expanded the number of rural internet access points to the required number, strengthened Paraguayan institutions, and increased digital literacy among internet users through the following:  
Objective 1:  Enhanced Infrastructure Support
· Develop and conclude a workplan with MITIC and CONATEL to prioritize and select locations of internet access point sites, which may include sites such as family health units (Unidad de Salud Familiar, ‘USF’) and public spaces (Internet Gratuito en Espacios Públicos, ‘IGEP’).  
· The workplan would also determine technology types (e.g., satellite, fiber optic), equipment needs, subscription services, operating spectrums, and other technical details, as applicable, and confirm alignment with national connectivity plans, in consultation with U.S. Embassy Asuncion. 
· Prioritize internet supplies and equipment purchases in accordance with its own procurement regulations and property standards, which must conform to 2 CFR § 200, as applicable to the organization and deployment of internet access points through licensed operators at up to 3,600 sites across Paraguay by September 2026, in alignment with Paraguayan government priorities. 
· Within the project duration provide an option up to 5 years of internet service coverage, prioritizing deployment and initial year of service.   
Objective 2:  Institutional Systems Strengthened
· Design and deliver training and technical assistance for public institutions on how to manage and sustain digital connectivity efforts post-award.  Develop an institutionalization plan with MITIC to take on monitoring, management, and maintenance of the internet access points post-award, including a plan to source spare parts and sustainment services over the determined period of years within the workplan established with MITIC and CONATEL.  
· Strengthen systems for sustainability by supporting planning, monitoring, and public accountability mechanisms of public institutions in charge of monitoring, managing, and maintaining the internet access points post-award.
Objective 3:  Increased Digital Literacy 
· Develop and deliver training programs focused on basic digital skills, internet safety, and the use of digital tools.  Identify the criteria for choosing the local communities and local stakeholders to receive this training.  Deliver the trainings to at least 50 rural communities by June 2027.  Utilize local educators to conduct training sessions.  
· 200 community-based training of trainers (ToT) for scalable outreach.  Leverage existing educational institutions and resources to conduct the training.  
· At least 100,000 individuals reached through public campaigns on digital skills, cybersecurity awareness, and digital rights by September 2027.   Use various media (radio, social media, community events) to promote the importance of digital literacy.  Collaborate with local media and community leaders to disseminate information.
· Provide training and resources to communities receiving internet access points to ensure the internet is accessible to them.

[bookmark: _Toc2024951640]A4.  Desired Results and Required Outcome Indicators:
The applicant will develop a project-level Performance Monitoring Plan (PMP) (see Tab B) with annual and end-of-project targets and results anticipated for key performance indicators, upon which the recipient will be responsible for collecting baseline data, monitoring, and reporting during and after the project.  Baseline information will be critical for both monitoring and evaluation of project progress and results.  In addition, WHA/PPC will regularly monitor each project’s performance to assess whether project activities are on track and targets are being achieved.

By the end of the project, applicants must demonstrate that the project contributed to at least one of the following America First foreign policy priorities:

How did this project make America safer?
How did this project make America stronger?
How did this project make America more prosperous?

These America First foreign policy priorities must also be considered during project planning and implementation to ensure at least one of the priorities are met by the end of the project.

Project feasibility, potential impact, and performance will be assessed based on potential outcomes and outputs.  Outcomes are changes that take place because of your organization’s work – the differences that will have been made by delivering your objectives and achieving your outputs.  For example, an outcome could be increased rates of citizens successfully accessing government services, improved productivity of government workers in targeted agencies, or new policies/procedures instituted within a government agency.  Outputs are the results of what your organization does.  For example, the number of participants who successfully complete a job-training course or received job placement. 

Required outcome and output indicators for the project are provided below.  The applicants are expected to identify targets for these indicators based on what can be reasonably achieved within the performance period of the project and based on the expected overall project results described above. The applicant should provide additional outcome and output indicators for their proposed project. 

	Required Outcome Indicators
	Required targets:

	More rural communities in Paraguay have reliable and secure internet access.
	(Determined by applicants)

	Paraguayan government institutions, such as MITIC and CONATEL, have enhanced capacity to manage and sustain digital connectivity in rural communities.
	(Determined by applicants)

	Rural populations are significantly more digitally literate and able to more safely and effectively use digital tools and technologies.
	(Determined by applicants)

	Rural Paraguay populations demonstrated safer online behavior.
	(Determined by applicants)




	Required Output Indicators:
	Required targets:

	Number of rural sites with newly installed and functioning internet access points. 
	(Determined by applicants)


	Number of rural communities where digital literacy and safe internet usage trainings have been delivered
	(Determined by applicants)

	Number of government officials trained in managing and monitoring digital infrastructure
	(Determined by applicants)

	Number of community members reached through digital literacy and safe internet usage trainings.
	(Determined by applicants)

	Number of individuals reached through public campaigns on cybersecurity awareness and digital rights. 
	(Determined by applicants)




Certain terms included in the outcome and output indicators will need to be defined at the very beginning of the project so that it is possible to measure the change during and at the end of the project.  Examples of such are “capacity,” “spread effect,” etc.

Participants and Audiences:

The participants and target audience for project activities are as follows: 

Objective 1 (Enhanced Infrastructure Support):  MITIC, CONATEL, and other relevant government authorities. 

Objective 2 (Institutional Systems Strengthened):  MITIC, CONATEL, and other relevant government personnel.

Objective 3 (Increased Digital Literacy):  Local communities and local stakeholders, leveraging existing educational institutions and resources to conduct the training. 

Substantial Involvement 

This award will be a cooperative agreement.  As such, the selected implementing partner is required to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) or cooperation agreement with the Government of Paraguay to formalize technical cooperation with MITIC and CONATEL, in consultation with U.S. Embassy Asuncion.  The implementing partner will be required to seek prior approval from U.S. Embassy Asuncion for any significant changes to the project scope, budget reallocations, or key personnel changes, in addition to prior approval from the designated Grants Officer and Grants Officer Representative.  Requests for permission must be submitted in writing and include a detailed justification for any proposed changes. 
 
[bookmark: _Toc1966958097]Section B. FEDERAL AWARD INFORMATION

[bookmark: _Toc1215351800]B1.  Available Funding
This notice is subject to availability of funding.  The authority for this NOFO and overall grant making authority for this program is contained in the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 as amended, (Economic Support Funds) and several funding restrictions apply, to include country-applicant restrictions.  Issuance of this NOFO does not constitute an award commitment on the part of the U.S. Government (USG), nor does it commit the USG to pay for costs incurred in the preparation and submission of an application.  

The DoS reserves the right to fund any or none of the proposals submitted and reserves the right to reduce, revise, or increase the budget in accordance with the needs of the project and the availability of funds.

The DoS may consider continuing the program funded under this award beyond the initial period of performance on a non-competitive basis subject to availability of funds, satisfactory progress of the program, and a determination that continued funding would be in the best interest of the DoS and USG.

Pursuant to 2 CFR 200.400(g), the recipient may not earn or keep any profit resulting federal assistance instruments.  However, all reasonable, allocable, and allowable expenses, both direct and indirect, which are related to the agreement project and are in accordance with applicable cost standards (2 CFR 200 for U.S. and overseas-based non-profit organizations and universities; and the Mandatory Standard Provision “Allowable Costs (2 CFR 200.403)” for public international organizations), may be paid under the grant agreement.

Note: Non-U.S.-based nonprofit organizations are legally required to comply with the 2 CFR 200.

[bookmark: _Toc539752]B2.   Award Management
The successful applicant will need to routinely collaborate with WHA/PPC through regular meetings and conference calls to discuss progress, challenges, emerging topics, etc. 

The successful applicant must ensure that all funds are used in a manner consistent with any applicable restrictions on funding.  See D5 below for funding restrictions.

[bookmark: _Toc1542676130]Section C.  ELIGILIBITY INFORMATION

[bookmark: _Toc587666901]C1.  Eligible Applicants

Eligible Entities:  Applicants who are eligible to apply are U.S. non-profit/ NGOs having a 501(c)(3) status with the IRS, overseas-based NGOs,  or an equivalent/similar status under Paraguayan law or regulation or under another jurisdiction but with a presence in Paraguay, such as NGOs institutions of higher education, and public international organizations (PIOs) and other qualified organizations that are able to respond to the NOFO and be able to mobilize in a short period of time; NGOs based in Paraguay are strongly encouraged to apply.  

Applicants are reminded that U.S. Executive Orders and U.S. law prohibits transactions with, and the provision of resources and support to, individuals and organizations associated with terrorism.  It is the legal responsibility of the recipient to ensure compliance with these Executive Orders and laws.  This provision must be included in any sub‐awards issued under this grant award.

The DoS will issue an award to the Applicant whose application represents the best value to the USG based on technical merit, efficient use of USG funds, and satisfactory organizational capacity.  The DoS reserves the right to make an award based on the initial application received with or without discussion or negotiations.

The DoS encourages applications from potential new partners.

[bookmark: _Toc809547267]C2.  Cost Sharing or Matching

The non-Federal share of costs, frequently called “cost share” or “matching costs”, refers to that portion of the project or program costs not borne by the Federal Government.  This may include cash and third-party in-kind contributions.  These costs must reflect the realistic capacity of the applicants and any third-party contributors.

Cost-sharing is not required.  Providing cost-sharing, matching, or cost participation is not an eligibility requirement for this funding opportunity and will not be factored in during the merit review of proposals.

Note: If cost-share is included in the budget, the applicant must maintain written records to support all allowable costs that are claimed as its contribution to cost-share, as well as costs to be paid by the Federal government.  Such records are subject to audit.  In the event the applicant does not meet the minimum amount of cost-sharing as stipulated in the applicant’s budget, DoS contribution.

[bookmark: _Toc1162295404]C3.  Other Eligibility Requirements
All organizations must have a Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) issued via SAM.gov as well as a valid registration in SAM.gov. Please see Section D.3 for more information. Applicants that do not have a valid UEI and completed www.sam.gov registration will NOT be eligible for consideration. Implementing partners/sub-recipient organizations are required to have a valid UEI number.

Applicants listed on the Excluded Parties List System (EPLS) in the System for Award Management (SAM) are not eligible to apply for an assistance award in accordance with the OMB guidelines at 2 CFR 180 that implement Executive Orders 12549 (3 CFR, 1986 Comp., p. 189) and 12689 (3 CFR, 1989 Comp., p. 235), “Debarment and Suspension.”  Additionally, no entity listed on the EPLS can participate in any activities under an award.

Organizations may only submit one application per organization.  If more than one application is submitted by an organization, only the first application received will be reviewed for eligibility and funding.  

[bookmark: _Toc1268377016]Section D. APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION

[bookmark: _Toc1637372468]D1.  Address to Request Application Package

Applicants can find application forms on www.grants.gov under the announcement title and funding opportunity number provided above. Once the NOFO deadline has passed, DoS may not discuss this competition with any applicant until the proposal review process has been completed.

[bookmark: _Toc296986679]D2.  Content and Form of Application Submission 

Please follow both, the Proposal Submission Instructions (PSI) and the NOFO, to ensure that the proposal package submission is in full compliance with the requirements.  Please follow the guidelines in the attached PSI for additional application submission instructions, including information on required documents and format.  Proposal submissions that do not meet all the requirements outlined in this NOFO and the associated PSI will not be considered.

Any prospective applicant who has questions concerning the contents of this NOFO should submit them by email to the contacts listed in Section G.  Please refer to the funding opportunity number and title.  Any updates about this NOFO will also be posted on www.grants.gov.

[bookmark: _Toc1110073114]D3.  Unique Entity Identifier and System for Award Management (SAM.gov) 

All organizations, whether based in the United States or in another country, must have a Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) and an active registration in SAM.gov. A UEI is one of the data elements mandated by Public Law 109-282, the Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act (FFATA), for all Federal awards. An applicant must maintain an active registration while it has a proposal under review by the Department and must continue to keep the registration active for the entire duration of the period of performance of any Federal award that results from this NOFO.

The 2 CFR 200 requires subrecipients to obtain a UEI.  Please note the UEI for subrecipients is not required at the time of application but will be required before an award is processed and/or directed to a subrecipient. 

 Note:  The process of obtaining or renewing a SAM.gov registration may take anywhere from 4-8 weeks.  Please begin your registration as early as possible.

· Organizations based in the United States or that pay employees within the United States will need an Employer Identification Number (EIN) from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and a UEI prior to registering in SAM.gov.
 
· Organizations based outside of the United States and that do not pay employees within the United States do not need an EIN from the IRS but do need a UEI prior to registering in SAM.gov.  

· Organizations based outside of the United States that do not intend to apply for U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) awards are no longer required to have a NATO Commercial and Government Entity (NCAGE) code to apply for non-DoD foreign assistance funding opportunities.  If an applicant organization is mid-registration and wishes to remove an NCAGE code from their SAM.gov registration, the applicant should submit a help desk ticket (“incident”) with the Federal Service Desk (FSD) online at www.fsd.gov using the following language: “I do not intend to seek financial assistance from the Department of Defense. I do not wish to obtain an NCAGE code. I understand that I will need to submit my registration after this incident is resolved in order to have my registration activated.”

Organizations based outside of the United States and that DO NOT plan to do business with the DoD should follow the below instructions: 

Step 1:  Proceed to SAM.gov to obtain a UEI and complete the SAM.gov registration process.  SAM.gov registration must be renewed annually. 

Organizations based outside of the United States and that DO plan to do business with the DoD in addition to DoS should follow the below instructions:

Step 1:  Apply for an NCAGE code by following the instructions on the NSPA NATO website linked below:  
 
NCAGE Homepage: 
https://eportal.nspa.nato.int/AC135Public/sc/CageList.aspx   
NCAGE Code Request Tool (NCRT):  
NCAGE Code Request Tool (nato.int)

Exemptions
An exemption from the UEI and sam.gov registration requirements may be permitted on a case-by-case basis.  See 2 CFR 25.110 for a full list of exemptions.

Organizations requesting exemption from UEI or SAM.gov requirements must email the point of contact listed in the NOFO at least two weeks prior to the deadline in the NOFO providing a justification of their request. Approval for a SAM.gov exemption must come from the warranted Grants Officer before the application can be deemed eligible for review.

[bookmark: _Toc1492886010]D4.  Submission Dates and Times

Applications are due no later than AUGUST 4, 2025 at 11:59 p.m. Eastern Standard Time.


[bookmark: _Toc1885561888]D5.   Funding Restrictions

i. Funding Restrictions for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA)

None of the funds awarded resulting from this Notice of Funding Opportunity may be made available for subawards, direct financial support, or otherwise used to provide any payment or transfer to United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA).

ii. Prohibition on Funding Activities that Encourage Mass-Migration Caravans towards the United States Southwest Border (only include for projects with a principal place of performance located within the Western Hemisphere): 

None of the funds awarded under this grant may be made available to encourage, mobilize, publicize, or manage mass-migration caravans towards the United States southwest border. Funds may not be made available for legal counseling on the United States asylum process; and/or for referrals to legal representation in the United States.
 
Funds may only be used for cash cards for use in the country in which they are provided or to facilitate assisted voluntary returns and other purposes that do not encourage, mobilize, publicize, or manage mass migration caravans towards the United States southwest border. The provision of humanitarian assistance is permitted.

iii. Certification Regarding Compliance with applicable Federal anti-discrimination laws

If the place of performance or delivery of any award made under this NOFO will be within the United States, applicants are advised that they will be required to certify the following at the time of award:
1) Its compliance in all respects with all applicable Federal anti-discrimination laws is material to the government’s payment decisions for purposes of section 3729(b)(4) of title 31, United States Code and;
2) It does not operate any programs promoting Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion that violate any applicable Federal anti-discrimination laws. A program promoting Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion means a program whose purpose is to promote preferences based on race, color religion, sex, or national origins, such as in training or hiring.

iv. Certification Regarding Compliance with 20 U.S.C. 1011f and any other applicable foreign funding disclosure requirements (only include in NOFOs and solicitations in which Institutes of Higher Education (IHEs) are an eligible applicant type)

Applicants are advised that IHEs must certify the following at the time of award, and that this certification requirement must be included in any subaward agreements to IHEs:

1) Its compliance in all respects with section 1011f of title 20, United States Code, and any other applicable foreign funding disclosure requirements is material for purposes of section 3729 of title 31, United States Code, and for receipt of appropriate Federal grant funds.

v. The following activities and costs are not covered under this announcement (this list is NOT exhaustive):
· Construction or renovations is not an allowable activity under this award;
· Projects intended primarily for the growth or institutional development of the applicant organization;
· Projects seeking funds for personal use;
· Administration of a project that will make a profit;
· Expenses incurred before or after the specified dates of award period of performance (unless prior written approval is received);
· Projects designed to advocate policy views or positions of foreign governments or
views of a particular political faction;
Alcoholic beverages;
Costs of entertainment, including amusement, diversion, and social activities, and any associated costs, are unallowable, except where specific costs that might otherwise be considered entertainment have a programmatic purpose and are authorized either in the approved budget for the federal award or with prior written approval of the Grants Officer.

vi. Representation by Organization Regarding a Delinquent Tax Liability or a Felony Criminal Conviction: In accordance with section 7073 of Division K of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2014 (Public Law 113-76) none of the funds made available by that Act may be used to enter into an assistance award with any organization that –
(1) Was “convicted of a felony criminal violation under any Federal law within the preceding 24 months, where the awarding agency has direct knowledge of the conviction, unless the agency has considered, in accordance with its procedures, that this further action is not necessary to protect the interests of the Government”; or
(2) Has any “unpaid Federal tax liability that has been assessed for which all judicial and administrative remedies have been exhausted or have lapsed, and that is not being paid in a timely manner pursuant to an agreement with the authority responsible for collecting the tax liability, unless the Federal agency has considered, in accordance with its procedures, that this further action is not necessary to protect the interests of the Government.”

Note: For the purposes of Section 7073, it is the DoS’s policy that no award may be made to any organization covered by (1) or (2) above, unless the Procurement Executive has made a written determination that suspension or debarment is not necessary to protect the interests of the USG.


[bookmark: _Toc102509357]D6.  Other Submission Requirements

It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that it has an active registration in Grants.gov and that an application has been received by the system in its entirety.  DoS bears no responsibility for disqualification that results from applicants not being registered before the due date or for data errors resulting from transmission or conversion processes.

All application materials must be submitted electronically through www.Grants.gov or MyGrants.

Technical Format Requirements

For all application documents, please ensure: 
· All pages are numbered, including budgets and attachments, 
· All documents are formatted to 8 ½ x 11 paper, and 
· All Microsoft Word documents are single-spaced, 12-point Calibri font, with a minimum of 1-inch margins. Captions and footnotes may be 10-point Calibri font.  Font sizes in charts and tables, can be reformatted to fit within 1 page width.


Complete applications must include the following for proposal submissions: 

1. Completed and signed SF-424, SF-424a [and SF424b,] submitted to Grants.gov, as well as, if applicable, your organization’s most recent audit. 
· F-424 (Application for Federal Assistance – organizations) or SF-424-I (Application for Federal Assistance --individuals).
· SF-424A (Budget Information for Non-Construction programs).
· SF-424B (Assurances for Non-Construction programs). (note: the SF-424B is only required for individuals, organizations exempt from registration, and for organizations not required to fully register in SAM.gov)

2. Table of Contents (not to exceed one [1] page in Microsoft Word) that includes a page-numbered contents page, including any attachments. 

3. Executive Summary (not to exceed two [2] pages in Microsoft Word) that includes: 
a) The target country, 
b) Name and contact information for the project’s main point of contact, 
c) A statement of work or synopsis of the project, including a concise breakdown of the project’s objectives, activities, and expected results, 
d) The total amount of funding requested and project length, and 
e) A brief statement on how the project is innovative, sustainable, and will have a demonstrated impact. 

4. Proposal Narrative (not to exceed ten [10] pages in Microsoft Word).  Please note the ten-page limit does not include the Table of Contents, Executive Summary, Attachments, Detailed Budget, Budget Narrative, or NICRA.  Applicants are encouraged to submit multiple documents in a single Microsoft Word, (i.e., Table of Contents, Executive Summary, Proposal Narrative, and Budget Narrative in one file). 

5. Budget Narrative (preferably in Microsoft Word) that includes an explanation and justification for each line item in the detailed budget spreadsheet, as well as the source and a description of all cost share offered.  For ease of review, WHA/PPC recommends applicants order the budget narrative as presented in the detailed budget.  Project management and/or personnel costs should include a clarification of the roles and responsibilities of key staff and percentage of time devoted to the project.  The budget narrative should communicate to WHA/PPC any information that might not be readily apparent in the budget, not simply repeat with words what is stated numerically in the budget. 

6. Detailed Line-Item Budget (using the template included in the NOFO package) that includes three [3] columns including the request to WHA/PPC, any cost-sharing contribution (not required), and total budget (see below for more information on budget format).  A summary budget should also be included using the OMB-approved budget categories (see SF-424 as a sample).  Costs must be in U.S. dollars. 

7. Attachments (not to exceed nine [9] pages total, preferably in Microsoft Word) that include the following in order: 
a) Page 1-2: Project Monitoring Plan (see below for more information on this section). 
b) Page 3: Roles and responsibilities of key project personnel with short bios that highlight relevant professional experience.  This relates to the organization’s capacity.  Given the limited space, CVs are not recommended for submission. 
c) Page 4: Timeline of the overall proposal.  Components should include activities, and project closeout. 
d) Page 5-8: Additional optional attachments.  Attachments may include further timeline information, letters of support, memoranda of understanding (MOU)/agreement, etc. For applicants with a large number of letters/MOUs, it may be useful to provide a list of the organizations or government agencies that support the project rather than the actual documentation. 
8. Applicants with a negotiated indirect cost rate agreement (NICRA) must include the latest NICRA as a .pdf file if including NICRA charges in the budget.  This document will not be reviewed by the panelists but rather used by WHA/PPC project and grant staff if the submission is recommended for funding and therefore does not count against the submission page limitations, as described above.  If the applicant’s proposal involves sub-grants to organizations charging indirect costs, please submit the applicable NICRA also as a .pdf file (see below for more information on indirect cost rates).  Applicants must specify if their organization instead elects to charge the de minimis rate of 10% of the modified total direct costs.  

Note: WHA/PPC retains the right to request additional documentation for those items not included on this form.

Information on Standard Forms 

Please see Tab D for instructions for completion of Standard Forms 424, 424A, and 424B. 

Office of Management and Budget (OMB) 2 CFR 200 
Organizations should be familiar with 2 CFR 200 on cost accounting principles.  For a copy of the 2 CFR 200, please contact Government Publications or download from http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title02/2cfr200_main_02.tpl.  Non U.S.-based nonprofit organizations are legally required to comply with 2 CFR 200. 

Audits 

The recipient’s proposal should include the cost of an audit that: 
1. Complies with the requirements of 2 CFR 200 Subpart F “Audit Requirements;” 
2. Complies with the requirements of American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA) Statement of Position (SOP) No. 92-9, "Audits of Not-for-Profit Organizations Receiving Federal Awards;" 
3. Complies with AICPA Codification of Statements on Auditing Standards AU Section 551, "Reporting on Information Accompanying the Basic Financial Statements in Auditor-Submitted Documents," where applicable. When the DoS is the largest direct source of Federal financial assistance (i.e., the cognizant Federal Agency) and indirect costs are charged to Federal grants, a supplemental schedule of indirect cost computation is required; 
4. A non-Federal entity that expends $750,000 or more during the non-Federal entity's fiscal year in Federal awards must have a single or program-specific audit conducted for that year in accordance with the provisions of 2 CFR 200 subpart F.  
The audit costs shall be identified by 2 CFR 200.425.

Indirect Cost Rate 

An organization with a negotiated indirect cost rate agreement (NICRA) negotiated with a cognizant Federal government agency other than the DoS must include a copy of the cost-rate agreement.  Applicants should indicate in the proposal budget how the rate is applied and if any of the rate will be cost-shared.  Per 2 CFR 200.414, any non-Federal entity that has never received a negotiated indirect cost rate, except for those non-Federal entities described in Appendix VII to Part 200—States and Local Government and Indian Tribe Indirect Cost Proposals, paragraph D.1.b, may elect to charge a de minimis rate of 15% of modified total direct costs (MTDC), which may be used indefinitely.  As described in 2 CFR 200.403, factors affecting allowability of costs, costs must be consistently charged as either indirect or direct costs but may not be double charged or inconsistently charged as both.  If chosen, this methodology once elected must be used consistently for all Federal awards until such time as a non-Federal entity chooses to negotiate for a rate, which the non-Federal entity may apply to do at any time.

All application materials must be submitted through www.Grants.gov or SAMS Domestic.
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The DoS will issue an award to the applicant whose proposal represents the best value to the USG based on technical merit, efficient use of USG funds, and satisfactory organizational capacity.  In addition, the organization must demonstrate adequate financial management capability to be measured by a responsibility determination. Applications should contain the applicant’s best terms from both cost and technical standpoints.  The implementing partners (sub-recipients) of the primary Recipient will be subject to DoS approval. 

Cost Review: Costs will be reviewed for reasonableness, allowability, allocability, and cost-effectiveness of the use of USG funds.  The review of cost-effectiveness will include an examination of the application’s budget detail to ensure it is a realistic financial expression of the proposed project and does not contain estimated costs that are not allocable, reasonable, or allowable. 

Applications that maximize direct activity costs and minimize administrative costs are encouraged.  Other considerations are the completeness of the application, adequacy of budget detail, and consistency with elements of the technical application.  In addition, the organization must demonstrate adequate financial management capability to be measured by a responsibility determination.  Final approval of the budget resides with the Grants Officer.

Eligible applications will be evaluated by an independent review panel consisting of subject matter experts from other DoS bureaus/or offices, U.S. Embassies, and/or other USG agencies.  Final approval resides with the DoS Grants Officer.  The decision for the final eligibility and award determination rests with the Grants Officer.

The following criteria will serve as a standard, which all eligible applications will be evaluated against.  Each eligible application will be evaluated and scored on the review criteria using a 100-point scale. 

The review panel will apply the following criteria when rating proposals: 

1. Quality and Feasibility of Project Idea (20 points) 
· Responsive to the solicitation (4 points) 
· Appropriate in the country/regional context (4) 
· Exhibits originality, substance, and precision (4) 
· Prioritizes innovation, but is feasible (4) 
· In countries where similar activities are already taking place, provides an explanation as to how new activities will not duplicate or merely add to existing activities (4) 

2. Organizational Capacity and Record of Performance (10 points):
· The proposal demonstrates an institutional record of successful programs in the proposed country, the content area (e.g., media, access to justice), or other (describe) (4) 
· Personnel and institutional resources are adequate and appropriate to achieve the project's objectives (2) 
· Roles, responsibilities, and brief bios/resumes are included for primary staff, and demonstrate relevant professional experience (2) 
· Applicant is a current/past Embassy grantee where performance: (2)
· Was/is on target 
· Showed/shows responsible fiscal management 
OR
· The proposal is from a NEW APPLICANT and proposal: (2) 
· Demonstrates capacity for responsible fiscal management 
· Illustrates success in similar sized projects

3. Program Planning and Ability to Achieve Objectives (25 points) 
· Includes a clear articulation of the proposed program activities’ expected contributions to the overall program objectives (3) 
· Each activity is clearly developed and detailed (3)
· Provides a comprehensive quarterly work plan for project activities that demonstrates substantive undertakings within the logistical capacity of the organization (3) 
· Objectives are clear, specific, attainable, measurable, results-focused, and placed in a reasonable time frame (3) 
· Addresses how the program will engage or obtain support from relevant stakeholders and identifies local partners where appropriate (3) 
· Describes the division of labor among the direct applicant, any partners and any potential sub-grantees (2) 
· Proposal clearly articulates understanding of the security situation/operating environment and plans for ensuring safety of participants (2) 
· Includes contingency plans for potential difficulties in executing the original work plan (6)

4. Financial Capacity and Cost Effectiveness (15 points): 
· The overhead and administration of the proposal, including salaries and honoraria, are explained and justified for the work involved (5) 
· All budget items are necessary, appropriate and linked to project objectives (5) 
· Personnel costs are reasonable for the work involved (5) 
· NOTE: Cost share is not required.  Applicants may offer cost share, however, cost share will not be considered or factored in when proposals are reviewed.

5. Performance Monitoring, Evaluating, and Learning (MEL) (20 points): 
· The Project Monitoring Plan includes: 
· Narrative explaining how monitoring and evaluation will be carried out and who will be responsible for monitoring and evaluation activities (7)
· Table listing by project objectives the output- and outcome-based performance indicators with baselines and (yearly and cumulative) targets; data collection tools; data sources; types of data disaggregation, if applicable; and frequency of monitoring and evaluation (9)
· Logic model that includes outcomes, outputs, and activities that specify measurable numerical targets (4) 

6. Sustainability of Impact/Multiplier Effect (10 points) 
· Clearly delineates how elements of the project will have a multiplier effect (5) 
· Clearly delineates how impact will be sustainable beyond the life of the grant (5)

Risk factors Under the merit review as required by 2 CFR 200.206, prior to making a Federal Award the Department will review and consider the following risk factors:
i. Financial stability  
ii. Management systems and standards 
iii. History of performance 
iv. Audit reports and findings 
v. Ability to effectively implement requirements 
vi. If there are any program specific risk factors that will be considered, describe them here.

Local-based projects that prioritize community interaction and engagement with local civic and government leadership historically have had the best chances of success.  Proposals that include the utilization of local resources and expertise are highly encouraged.  Partnerships between civil society organizations can also increase the likelihood of sustainable impacts.  International applicants must include collaboration with domestic organizations and institutions.  Funding awarded under this NOFO cannot be used for law enforcement or to train members of law enforcement, military forces, or training for police or military.

The Federal awarding agency, prior to making a Federal award with a total amount of Federal share greater than the simplified acquisition threshold, is required to review and consider any information about the applicant that is in the U.S. government designated integrity and performance system accessible through SAM.gov (see 41 U.S.C. 2313)

An applicant can review and comment on any information in the responsibility/qualification records available in SAM.gov. 

Before making decisions in the risk review required by 2 CFR 200.206, the Department will consider any comments by the applicant, along with information available in the responsibility/qualification records in SAM.gov.

[bookmark: _Toc206772087]E2.  Review and Selection Process 

Applications will first be reviewed to determine technical eligibility. 

All technically eligible applications will move forward to the merit review panel.  Applications will be reviewed against the same criteria as listed above.  Applications will be scored based on the strengths and weaknesses of the afore-mentioned categories and for consistency with the program goals and objectives outlined in this NOFO. 

The Merit Review Panel may provide conditions and recommendations to enhance the recommended proposal, which must be addressed by the applicant before further consideration of the award.  To ensure effective use of US Government funds, conditions or recommendations may include requests to increase, decrease, clarify, and/or justify costs and project activities.

[bookmark: _Toc1857118884]E3.  Responsibility/Qualification Information in SAM.gov (formerly FAPIIS) 

The DoS, prior to making a federal award with a total amount of federal share greater than the simplified acquisition threshold, is required to review and consider any information about the applicant that is in the designated integrity and performance system accessible through SAM (formerly FAPIIS) (see 41 U.S.C. 2313).  The applicant, at its option, may review information about itself that a Federal awarding agency previously entered and is currently in the designated integrity and performance system accessible through www.sam.gov.  Currently, federal agencies create integrity records in the integrity module of the Contractor Performance Assessment and Reporting System (CPARS) and these records are visible as responsibility/qualification records in SAM.gov. 

Before making decisions in the risk review required by 2 CFR 200.206, the Department will consider any comments by the applicant, along with information available in the responsibility/qualification records in SAM.gov.
Applicants are reminded that U.S. Executive Orders and U.S. law prohibits transactions with or support to individuals or organizations associated with terrorism. 

· Proposals that reflect any type of support for any member, affiliate, or representative or a designate to terrorist organization or narcotics trafficker, including elected members of government, will NOT be considered.  This provision must be included in any sub‐awards/sub-contracts issued under this award.

· Applicants under DoS-funded projects are responsible for complying with all applicable tax treaties and federal, state, and local laws on tax withholding and reporting for project participants.

[bookmark: _Toc615188604]Section F. FEDERAL AWARD ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION

F.1 Federal Award Notices
Successful applicant(s) will be notified via email.  This email may include a request for the applicant to respond to panel conditions and recommendations.  This notification is not an authorization to begin activities and does not constitute formal approval or a funding commitment.

Additional information that successful applicants may be required to submit after notification of intent to make a Federal award, but prior to issuance of a Federal award, may include: 

· Written responses and any revised application documents addressing any conditions or recommendations from the Review Panel and awarding bureau; 

· Completion of the Department’s Financial Management Survey, if receiving funding for the first time or requested by the Grants Officer; 

· Submission of required documents to register in the Payment Management System (PMS) managed by the Department of Health and Human Services if receiving funding for the first time.  PMS registration is bureau-specific; 

· Other requested information or documents included in this funding opportunity or subsequent communications with the recommended applicant prior to issuance of a Federal award.

Final approval is also contingent on Congressional Notification requirements being met and final review and approval by the Department’s Grants Officer.  The Grants Officer is the USG official delegated the authority by the DoS, Procurement Executive to write, award, and administer grants and cooperative agreements.  The Award Agreement is the sole authorizing document and will be provided to winning organization electronically through DoS SAMS Domestic.  Organizations whose applications will not be funded will be notified in writing. 

Final award of any resultant award agreement cannot be issued until funds have been fully appropriated, allocated, and committed through internal DoS procedures.  While it is anticipated that these procedures will be successfully completed, potential applicants are hereby notified of these requirements and conditions.  All preparation and submission costs are at the Applicant’s expense. 

Pursuant to 2 CFR 200.400(g), it is DoS policy not to award profit under assistance instruments. 

2 CFR §200.501 requires domestic/US non-federal entities that expend $750,000, or more, in federal assistance during organization’s fiscal year to have a single or program-specific audit conducted for that year.  In addition, the entity must report the collected audit data elements on the form SF-SAC and submit it to the Federal Audit Clearinghouse.  Any findings such as material weaknesses, significant deficiencies, or material noncompliance are reported on the SF-SAC.

The cooperative agreement will be written, signed, awarded, and administered by the Grants Officer. The award agreement is the authorizing document, and it will be provided to the recipient for review and countersignature. The recipient may only start incurring project expenses beginning on the start date shown on the award document signed by the Grants Officer.

If a proposal is selected for funding, DoS has no obligation to provide any additional future funding. Renewal of an award to increase funding or extend the period of performance is at the discretion of DoS. 

Unsuccessful applicants: Unsuccessful applicants will be notified once a successful applicant has been selected via email or MyGrants.

Payment Method: Overseas-Recipients will be required to request payments by completing form SF-270—Request for Advance or Reimbursement and submitting the form to the Grants Officer.  Additional information may be requested as needed per request.

[bookmark: _Toc563907005]F.2 Administrative and National Policy Requirements

Before submitting an application, applicants should review all the terms and conditions and required certifications which will apply to this award, to ensure that they will be able to comply.  

These include:

· 2 CFR 25 - UNIVERSAL IDENTIFIER AND SYSTEM FOR AWARD MANAGEMENT
· 2 CFR 170 - REPORTING SUBAWARD AND EXECUTIVE COMPENSATION INFORMATION
· 2 CFR 175 - AWARD TERM FOR TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS
· 2 CFR 182 - GOVERNMENTWIDE REQUIREMENTS FOR DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE (FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE)
· 2 CFR 183 - NEVER CONTRACT WITH THE ENEMY
· 2 CFR 600 – U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE REQUIREMENTS
· U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE STANDARD TERMS AND CONDITIONS

In accordance with the Office of Management and Budget’s guidance located at 2 CFR part 200, all applicable Federal laws, and relevant Executive guidance, the DoS will review and consider applications for funding, as applicable to specific programs, pursuant to this notice of funding opportunity in accordance with the following: 

· Guidance for Grants and Agreements in Title 2 of the Code of Federal Regulations (2 CFR), as updated in the Federal Register’s 89 FR 30046 on April 22, 2024, particularly on:
· Selecting recipients most likely to be successful in delivering results based on the program objectives through an impartial process of evaluating Federal award applications (2 CFR part 200.205),
· Promoting the freedom of speech and religious liberty in alignment with Promoting Free Speech and Religious Liberty (E.O. 13798) and Improving Free Inquiry, Transparency, and Accountability at Colleges and Universities (E.O. 13864) (§§ 200.300, 200.303, 200.339, and 200.341), 
· Providing a preference, to the extent permitted by law, to maximize use of goods, products, and materials produced in the United States (2 CFR part 200.322), and
· Terminating agreements pursuant to the U.S. Department of State Standard Terms and Conditions, including, to the greatest extent authorized by law, if an award no longer effectuates the program goals or agency priorities (2 CFR part 200.340).


Applicants should plan to coordinate with WHA/PPC throughout the course of the agreement to ensure assistance is provided only to eligible participants.

[bookmark: _Toc1258370810]F3.  Reporting 

Reporting Requirements: Recipients will be required to submit financial reports and program reports.  The award document will specify what reports are required and how often these reports must be submitted.  U.S. Embassy Asuncion would request quarterly reporting for both programmatic and financial reporting and conduct quarterly monitoring and evaluation for the first year of the program, or as required by the grant agreement and federal regulations.  Additional midterm and final progress reports will document achievements, challenges, and corrective actions.  Stakeholder feedback surveys would also be requested to assess the effectiveness of engagement and refine strategies.  Set and tracked timelines for capacity building activities will be developed to match overall timeline of project.

Foreign Assistance Data Review: As required by Congress, DoS must make progress in its efforts to improve tracking and reporting of foreign assistance data through the Foreign Assistance Data Review (FADR). The FADR requires tracking of foreign assistance activity data from budgeting, planning, and allocation through obligation and disbursement.  Successful applicants will be required to report and draw down federal funding based on the appropriate FADR Data Elements, indicated within their award documentation.  In cases of more than one FADR Data Element, typically program or sector and/or regions or country, the successful applicant will be required to maintain separate accounting records.

Applicants should be aware of the post award reporting requirements reflected in 2 CFR 200 Appendix XII—Award Term and Condition for Recipient Integrity and Performance Matters.

Financial Reports 
The Recipient will be required to submit quarterly financial reports (unless stipulated otherwise in the final Agreement) throughout the project period, using form SF-425, the Federal Financial Report form.  

If payment is made through the Payment Management System, all financial reports must be submitted electronically through the Payment Management System.  The Recipient will also be required to upload to MyGrants a pdf version of all financial reports (Federal Financial report) they have submitted in the Payment Management System.  Form (SF-425) can be found here: Post-Award Reporting Forms | Grants.gov

Progress Reporting 
The Recipient will be required to upload quarterly progress reports (unless stipulated otherwise in the final Agreement) to the award file in MyGrants.  Progress reports must be submitted quarterly unless otherwise stipulated in the Agreement; the frequency will be determined by DoS prior to award. 

Progress reports should also reflect the Recipient’s continued focus on measuring the project’s impact on the overarching goals or problems the project set out to address.  An assessment of the overall project impact, as appropriate, should be included in each quarterly project report. 
The Recipient should produce performance monitoring plans, including quantity and quality of the curriculum, participants’ progress reports, and pre- and post-training communications.  The quarterly reports should be in narrative form which highlights the project’s progress (such as the number and type of students, events, ongoing engagements, etc.), achievements, lessons learned, adaptive management changes, and any regulatory reporting required.  Further, the project, data collection, and report should also include information on post-class contact between students and staff. 

Final Reports
The final summary financial and progress reports will be due no later than 120 calendar days after the end date of the award or termination of all project activities.  The Final Progress Report shall include the following elements: executive summary, successes, outcomes, best practices, how the project addresses gender issues and marginalized communities, how the project will be sustained.  Additional guidance may be provided prior to the award end date. 

NOTE: delays in reporting may result in delays of payment approvals and failure to provide required reports may jeopardize the recipients’ ability to receive future USG funds. 

WHA/PPC reserves the right to request any additional programmatic and/or financial project information during the award period of performance. 

NOTE: It is the DoS policy that English is the official language of all award documents.  If reports or any other supporting documents are provided in both English and a foreign language, it must be stated in each version that the English language version is the controlling version. U.S. dollar is the controlling currency.  Financial reports must be submitted in U.S. dollars. 

[bookmark: _Toc474405349]Section G: FEDERAL AWARDING AGENCY CONTACT
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For technical submission questions related to this NOFO, please contact Embassy Asuncion at AsuncionEmbassyGrants@state.gov.

For assistance with GRANTS.gov, please call 1-800-518-4726 (U.S.) or 1-606-545-5035 (International) or email support@grants.gov.  Grants.gov is available 24 hours a day 7 days a week excluding federal holidays. 
 
For a list of Federal holidays visit:
https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/pay-leave/Federal-holidays/
 
Except for technical submission questions, during the NOFO period U.S. Department of State staff in Washington and overseas shall not discuss this competition with applicants until the entire proposal review process has been completed and rejection and approval letters have been transmitted.
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Any prospective applicant who has questions concerning the contents of this NOFO must email them to the contact listed above with the subject “Advancing Secure Digital Connectivity in Paraguay.”  To maintain fairness and transparency in competition, WHA/PPC will not answer substantive NOFO questions except when posting questions and answers to the announcement page as described below. 

All questions must be submitted via email to contacts listed above by the deadline stated on the first page.  Awarding bureau will periodically create a document of submitted questions with answers and upload it and post them in grants.gov.  Questions and answers will be posted within a week to two weeks from the date of submission.  Prospective applicants are advised to regularly review the announcement page in grants.gov for any updates.  Note that once the NOFO deadline has passed, DoS staff in Washington, D.C. may not discuss this competition with applicants until the review process has been completed.

With the exception of technical submission questions, during the solicitation period DoS staff will not discuss this competition with applicants until the entire proposal review process has been completed and an award has been made. 

The information in this NOFO is binding and may not be modified by any awarding bureau representative. 

Explanatory information provided by any awarding bureau that contradicts this language will not be binding.

[bookmark: _Toc1816530141]Section H.  OTHER INFORMATION 

[bookmark: _Toc479460509]H1. Conflict of Interest

In accordance with applicable Federal awarding agency policy, applicants must disclose in writing any potential conflict of interest to the Federal awarding agency or pass-through entity.

[bookmark: _Toc872950514]H2.  Applicant Vetting

N/A

[bookmark: _Toc414397629]H3.  Marking Policy

Applicants are advised that recipients and sub-recipients of Federal assistance awards are subject to the State Department’s Marking Policy.  More information on this policy can be found in Section N of the DoS’s Standard Terms and Conditions:
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/U.S.-Department-of-State-Standard-Terms-and-Conditions-10-21-2020-508.pdf 

[bookmark: _Toc1059215269]H4.  Evaluation Policy

Applicants are advised that recipients and sub-recipients of Federal assistance awards are subject to the DoS Evaluation Policy.  More information on this policy can be found here: https://www.state.gov/guidance-for-the-design-monitoring-and-evaluation-policy-at-the-department-of-state/ 

[bookmark: _Toc1651183193]H5.  Monitoring Site Visits

A monitoring site visit, at least once during the lifetime of an award, may be conducted by DoS personnel.  The site visit is conducted to gather additional information on the recipient’s ability to properly implement the project, manage DoS funds and share substantiating document for programmatic and financial reporting.  Specifically, the site visit may involve the review of the programmatic progress (progress on activities, sub-recipient/consultant work, etc.) as well as administrative and financial management controls. This may include observing classroom modules virtually or in person and visit applicant’s headquarters and regional offices to observe operations.

[bookmark: _Toc599182427]H6.  Privacy Disclosure

DoS understands that some information contained in applications may be considered sensitive or proprietary and will make appropriate efforts to protect such information. However, applicants are advised that DoS cannot guarantee that such information will not be disclosed, including pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) or other similar statutes.

Mandatory disclosures (2 CFR 200.113)

Non-federal entity, applicant or applicant for a federal award must disclose, in a timely manner, in writing to the federal awarding agency or pass-through entity all violations of federal criminal law involving fraud, bribery, or gratuity violations potentially affecting the federal award.  Non-federal entities that have received a Federal award including the term and condition outlined in Appendix XII of the 2 CFR 200—Award Terms and Conditions for Recipient Integrity and Performance Matters -- are required to report certain civil, criminal, or administrative proceedings to www.sam.gov.

Failure to make required disclosures can result in any of the remedies described in §200.338 Remedies for Noncompliance, including suspension or debarment.

The DoS will issue an award to the Applicant whose application represents the best value to the USG based on technical merit, efficient use of USG funds, and satisfactory organizational capacity.

The DoS reserves the right to make an award based on the initial application received with or without discussion or negotiations.  Therefore, applications should contain the Applicants’ best terms from both cost and technical standpoints.

It is DoS policy that English is the official language and U.S. dollar is the controlling currency.  Applications and related supporting documents must be written in English and the accompanying budget must be presented in U.S. dollars.

[bookmark: _Toc1951048113]H7.  Guidelines for Budget Justification

DISCLAIMER:

The DoS has no obligation to provide any additional future funding in connection with the award.  Renewal of an award to increase or decrease funding or extend the period of performance is at the total discretion of the DoS and availability of funding.

Attachments:
· Tab A: Proposal Submission Instructions (PSI)
· Tab B: Sample Monitoring Indicator Tracker
· Tab C: Sample Timeline
· TAB D: Line-Item Budget Template
· Tab E: UEI and SAM.Gov FAQs\
· Scope of Work (SOW) 
· Performance Monitoring & Evaluation Narrative and Plan (PMENP) Template
· Budget Narrative – Budget Narrative Template









	
	
	



