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NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD
This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the U.S. Geological Survey’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.

	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	G19AS00003

	Project Title
	California Deepwater Investigations and Groundtruthing USGS/MBARI Groundtruth Survey

	Recipient
	Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute

	Principal Investigator / Program Manager
	Charlie Paull - MBARI

Guy Cochrane - USGS

	Anticipated Federal Amount
	$68,816.00

	Cost Share
	No

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$68,816.00

	New Award or Continuation?
	New Award

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	August 1, 2019 to December 31, 2019

	Award Instrument
	Cooperative Agreement

	CFDA # and Title
	15.808 Research and Data Collection

	USGS Point of Contact
	Dana Allan-Loucks


This cooperative agreement supports an offshore remotely operated vehicle (ROV) and sediment coring project that will be conducted by the Pacific Coastal and Marine Science Center of the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) and Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute (MBARI). The cooperative agreement is part of a larger multi-year study being funded by the Bureau of Ocean and Energy Management (BOEM) in an effort to determine the regional geologic framework, surficial geology and habitat, geologic hazards, and sedimentary processes in the region of a proposed offshore windfarm on the outer continental shelf of south central California (CalDIG). The purpose of CalDIG is to determine surficial geologic and subsurface character of an approximately 1900 km2 area located ~10-30 km offshore central California between Point Arguello and Cape San Martin.

Obtaining visual imagery of the seafloor is important for accurately interpreting (i.e. ground-truth) the geological features generated from remote sensing data. A visual ROV survey is also needed to identify structure forming invertebrates and distinct species groups associated with the seafloor.  Understanding how species compositions change with the depth and key features, such as the presence of cables or rock, will enable preliminary predictions of changes associated with proposed development in this region.

The ultimate goal of the survey is to provide a regional scientific synthesis of the outer continental shelf of south-central California. Geophysical and geological data acquisition and interpretation methods will provide baseline maps of the physiography of the region needed to assess important issues related to marine spatial planning, ecosystem assessments, geohazards, and offshore infrastructure. The survey of the area will utilize multiple data sources to develop comprehensive digital elevation models, seafloor (benthic) habitat maps, geologic maps, and interpretations of subsurface structure and geohazards.
The project will be carried out in close partnership with USGS researchers during the development of a sampling plan, on the cruise during acquisition of the data as well as quantitative evaluation of video data for geologic and biotic cataloging. 
Substantial involvement on the part USGS is anticipated for the successful completion of the objectives to be funded by this award.  In particular, USGS will be responsible for the following:

The USGS survey will target active fault systems, sedimentary distribution systems, and sites of potential fluid activity in this area in order to best assess the viability of infrastructure development at the proposed windfarm site.  CalDIG regional MBES and seismic data collected in 2017 will be combined with the video, and core data collected via this cooperative and analyzed by USGS to provide a digital elevation model, surficial habitat and geologic maps, geologic structure, and analysis of hazards and sedimentary processes needed to address important issues associated with marine spatial planning, ecosystem assessment, and offshore infrastructure. USGS will be responsible for the sampling operations under cooperative supervision. USGS will collaborate with MBARI in age dating and other core analysis in support of earthquake hazards and regional sediment transport models. USGS will create CMECS substrate, geoform and biotope maps for the area. The USGS will characterize regional hazards using subsurface imaging from high-resolution MCS, and Chirp data, together providing the most effective way to identify evidence in the shallow subsurface for past turbidity flows, fault offsets, active fluid flow, and modem fault activity.

SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.



	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.
(6) Cooperative Agreements - USGS Unique Authority cited at 43 U.S.C. 36d (Federal, State, and academic partners) or DOI Authority cited at 43 U.S.C. 1457b (not-for-profit organizations).



USGS did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria:

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon location and support capacity and possesses years of experience and technical expertise.
(6) Cooperative Agreements - USGS Unique Authority cited at 43 U.S.C. 36d (Federal, State, and academic partners) or DOI Authority cited at 43 U.S.C. 1457b (not-for-profit organizations).

 


�This section must communicate USGS’ responsibilities under the award.  If the proposed award is a cooperative agreement, then this section should explain, in sufficient detail, USGS’ substantial involvement.  If a grant – may just state technical assistance when requested and federal stewardship responsibilities such as monitoring project performance, etc


�This award-specific explanation should be comprehensive and specific.  The written justification must specifically address the criterion or criteria indicated above as well as provide enough information to clearly explain why USGS chose not to allow all eligible applicants to compete for this award.  Inclusion of additional detail outside that which meets the criteria is highly suggested as well.  





Further,  the justification must dispel any concerns related to a possible appearance of impropriety.  


�This section must cite the statutory authority as well as provide the language from the particular section cited.
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