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Amendment # 2 Solicitation # SOL-660-09-000002
Sexual and Gender Based Violence Program in North & South Kivu in DRC
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FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE





Date: June 10, 2009
Reference: Request for Applications (RFA) Number SOL-660-09-000002
                   Sexual and Gender Based Violence Program in North and South Kivu, DRC
 Subject:     RFA Amendment Number TWO
Dear potential Applicant: 
The purpose of this amendment number two is to answer questions raised by prospective applicants as per the requirement of this RFA at page 3 of the cover letter.

Accordingly therefore, this RFA is amended as per the attached Questions and Answers which form part of this modification. The length of this amendment is five (5) pages including this cover letter. Any questions regarding this amendment should be directed to the Regional Agreement Officer at lgilpin@usaid.gov and copy to mawambugu@usaid.gov.
Sincerely,

Lauralea Gilpin
Regional Agreement Officer

Signed copy/in file
                                        RFA Questions and Answers

          1)Within the RFA, section C.1 Administration and Management (p. 30), it is states that the Chief of Party "is the supervisor of all other personnel." Are the reporting lines for the Chief of Party and Sr. SGBV Technical Advisor flexible if this is justified by the IRC’s approach to GBV programming in eastern DRC?  For example, can both the Chief of Party and Sr. SGBV TA report to IRC’s Country Director or Director of Programs or does the Sr. SGBV Technical Advisor have to report to the Chief of Party?

Answer:  This can be decided by the organization submitting the proposal. 
2) Our organization has a number of other GBV programs currently active in DRC. Do the Chief of Party and Sr. SGBV TA need to be 100% dedicated to the USAID project, or can they provide technical / administrative support to other projects if appropriately reflected in the budget and explained in the budget and program narrative?

Answer:  That can be decided by the organization submitting the proposal. 
3) On page 31, the RFA mentions that offices and activities will be located in three (2) provinces in the DRC – Goma, North Kivu and Bukavu, South Kivu. Can you please confirm that it is two provinces and not three?

Answer:   This is a typo. The location is North and South Kivu.
4) On page 32 of the RFA, please clarify the language in the third bullet, “Slams of activities.”

Answer: The third bullet should read “Significance of these activities”
5) Can USAID provide a list of local service providers that already receiving support from USAID in S. & N. Kivu provinces? This is in reference to Objective 2 and the "referral system approach."

Answer:  USAID’s Project AXxes is implemented in South Kivu and is implemented there by Catholic Relief Services and World Vision, who assist primary health care facilities, including General Reference Hospitals.  
6) Please confirm if an organizational chart and other tables/charts may be included in the annex to the technical volume. 

Answer:  Yes, they may be included in the annex.
 

7) Please clarify if signed personnel commitments are personnel letters of commitment. Does USAID require signed personnel commitments from key project staff or all project staff proposed?

Answer:  Yes, signed personnel commitments are letters of commitment. USAID only requires commitment letters from key project staff. 
 

8) On page 27 under Section B.2.2, the RFA states that “Training of local service providers must constitute nearly ]13 of the project’s budget and corresponding project activities.” Can you please clarify if it is supposed to be 1/3 or 13 percent of the project’s budget? 

Answer: This is a typo. This component should constitute at least 1/3 of the project budget and activities.
9) Can USAID please clarify if a cost share is required, encouraged, or neither? On page 10 the RFA mentions language for a cost share of at least 10 percent, and on page 14, the RFA mentions that “Applicants are encouraged to provide a cost share of at least 10 percent.” On grants.gov there is guidance that no cost share is required. 

Answer:   Cost share is required and over 10 % encouraged. 
10) Per page 9, under Technical Application Format, there is a section on environmental compliance. Please clarify if USAID is requesting applicants to complete this section in the proposal process, or if this is to be completed by the recipient upon award. If it is to be completed in the proposal process, please clarify what “illustrative costs for environmental compliance implementation and monitoring” are to be included in the cost proposal/budget. (Section II.D., Page 10) 

Answer: Applicants are not required to complete the section on environment compliance in the proposal stage but will be required upon award stage so all applicants must keep that in mind. 
11) In section 8.2.1, Activity 3, Indicators:  USAID refers to both "survivors" and "identified survivors". Are "survivors" self-identified survivors who already have come to local facility attention and "identified survivors" survivors that the program identifies? Is there a distinction? Are these meant to be two separate categories?

 Answer: These are not to be separate categories, but the applicant/recipient should be tracking the number of survivors identified by the project.
12) There seem to be multiple certification attachments regarding terrorism. Can USAID kindly confirm that certification IV. in Part I  of Section F (IV. Certification Regarding Terrorist Financing Implementing Executive Order 13224) is sufficient, and that the certification in Attachment B (Certification Regarding Material Support and Resources) is not necessary?

 Answer:   Please see amendment # One of the RFA
13) On grants.gov, a message states “The application package for Funding Opportunity Number "SOL-660-09-000002" and Owning Agency "USAID-KEN" has not been posted by the awarding agency for submission through Grants.gov. See the Full Funding Opportunity for application instructions.” Can you please advise when the application will be available on grants.gov? 

Answer:  Application package has been available on grants.gov since 5/26. Please see http://www07.grants.gov/search/announce.do;jsessionid=SwtkKsySTnyQSkNGLH1lk2MQdbbQfHTFmb1MqWGSXw47zLk3QTQg!1602516421

14) These is confusion over how the GBV proposal should be submitted: On page 2, the RFA states that the preferred method of submission is electronically via Grants.gov, however mention is also made on the same page that applications can be submitted via e-mail.  In addition, page 10 of the RFA states that cost applications must be submitted in sealed envelopes or packages but makes no mention of the technical application.   To be eligible for eligible for award, please inform whether:

1) USAID just requires electronic submissions of both applications, or whether 

2) USAID requires both electronic AND hard copy submissions of both applications, or whether

3) USAID requires that JUST the cost application be submitted in hard copy and the technical application be submitted in electronic copy. 

Answer:  Please submit the technical and cost proposals electronically. No hard copies are required. 

15) Page 6 of the RFA makes reference to a USAID Policy Document entitled “Women in Development” to assist in the formulation of the gender strategy which must be a part of the application.  Given the various documents related to women in development in the link, please include the actual document for reference. 

Answer: The reference/link to this document is included on Page 6
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