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	SECTION 1: GENERAL INFORMATION

	1.
	Name of Applicant:
Association of Public Health Laboratories (APHL)
	2.
	Focus Area:
Foodborne, Waterborne, and Environmentally Transmitted Disease

	3.
	Funding Amount: (Whole Numbers Only)
$270,000
	4.
	Funding Source (e.g., BA, COVID, PPHF, OPIOID):
BA

	5.
	Name of Project: 
PulseNet Supplement

	6.
	Name of Technical Monitor(s):
Efrain M. Ribot
	7.
	Technical Monitor(s) Email Address: 
eyr4@cdc.gov

	
	
	8.
	Technical Monitor(s) Phone Number: 
404 639-3521

	9.
	Name of Focus Area Coordinator (FAC):
Donald Sharp/ Toscha Stanley

	10.
	Email Address of FAC:
Das8@cdc.gov/ tts1@cdc.gov

	
	
	11. 
	Phone Number of FAC:
404 639-3845/ 404 639-6248

	

	SECTION 2: PROJECT SUMMARY

	  2.1 – Project Description

	
Project Status: Select whether your project/activity is an entirely new project or an extension of an existing project:

☐New CIO Project/Activity 
☒ CIO Existing Project/Activity (Expansion/Change of Scope)

Project Description: Provide a description of the project including a justification for the project’s bona fide need in the space below: 


 PulseNet is the national laboratory network that connects foodborne illness cases to detect outbreaks. PulseNet 	uses DNA fingerprinting, i.e. whole genome sequencing, of bacteria making people sick, to detect, in real-time, local and 	multistate outbreaks. 	 PulseNet is a flagship program housed in the Enteric Diseases Laboratory Branch (EDLB) with the mission of contributing 	to the prevention of illness due to foodborne and diarrheal diseases in the United States and abroad. PulseNet is a highly 	coordinated, yet decentralized, collaborative network whose main stakeholders are public health laboratories at the state,	 county, and local levels. To effectively accomplish its mission, PulseNet also partners with organizations such as the 	Association of Public Health Laboratories (APHL), the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Council of 	State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE), the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Food Safety Inspection Service 	(USDA-FSIS), Agricultural Research Service (USDA-ARS), Agricultural Marketing Service (USDA-AMS), the Food and Drug 	Administration’s Center for Food Safety Applied Nutrition (FDA-CFSAN), Office of Regulatory Affairs (FDA-ORA), and Center for Veterinary Medicine (FDA-CVM). PulseNet does so by facilitating preparedness for the detection and characterization of high priority agents involved in unintentional or bioterrorism events, and by facilitating early 	outbreak detection and coordination of laboratory response to outbreak investigations at the state, national and 	international levels. 




	
Activities: Describe activities to be carried out in this project as well as their associated deliverables:

Support CIFOR’s efforts to develop and implement solutions to these identified barriers.
• APHL will work with key stakeholders at CDC and a consultant to implement the CIFOR Outbreaks of Undetermined Etiology Guidelines

· Support and assist state and local authorities in the use and adoption of a range of tools and resources intended to improve laboratory surveillance of foodborne disease and outbreak response
· continue to explore ways in which the OUE Guidelines can be used to provide negative outbreak specimens for OUE metagenomics pipeline development.

· Develop best practices, and performance and quality standards--  FS staff in collaboration with EDLB, will maintain the PulseNet QA/QC Manual including the creation new SOPs as needed and updates to existing SOPs

· Develop best practices, and performance and quality standards -- FS staff in collaboration with EDLB, will administer at least 1 round of PulseNet proficiency testing to all PulseNet laboratories certified for WGS.

· Develop best practices, and performance and quality standards- FS staff, in collaboration with EDLB, will evaluate PulseNet certifications.

· Develop best practices, and performance and quality standards- FS staff, in coordination with EDLB will certify PulseNet International (PNI) regional coordinators in WGS wet-lab and BioNumerics 7.6 analysis for PulseNet pathogens.













	  2.2 – Project Strategy and Outcomes

	Project Strategies: Select one or more strategies that the project will contribute towards:
	☐S1. Science, Management and Operations
☒S2. Policy, Partnership and Communication
☒S3. Training and Capacity Building
☒S4. Laboratory Quality, Safety and Informatics for Public Health Testing Services, Surveillance and Response


	For this Project: Select the outcomes that the project will contribute towards 
Please check and select responses for all applicable boxes below.
	POs and IOs Proposed for this Project

	PO-1. Improved collaboration and communication across public health laboratories and other stakeholders.
	☒
	PO-2. Improved awareness and understanding of public health laboratory capabilities and needs among public health laboratories and other stakeholders.
	☒
	PO-4. Improved awareness of new tools and resources for public health laboratories and other stakeholders.
	☒
	PO-5. Increase in needs met due to improved awareness and understanding of public health laboratory training and professional development needs and opportunities among training and workforce development stakeholders.
	☒
	PO-6. Improved access to and participation in training and workforce development resources and opportunities among current and potential laboratory professionals.
	☒
	PO-7. Enhanced knowledge, skills, and abilities among current and potential public health laboratory professionals in diverse settings.
	☒
	PO-8. Improved awareness of public health laboratory informatics capabilities.
	☐
	PO-9. Improved implementation of quality and safety systems and model practices in public health laboratories.
	☒
	PO.10. Improved knowledge of technical assistance needs and priorities in state and local public health laboratories.
	☐
	PO-11. Improved and ongoing awareness and understanding among stakeholders of emerging methods and processes in public health laboratories.
	☐
	PO-12. Improved dissemination of evidence-based practices to public health laboratories and other stakeholders.
	☒
	PO-13. Improved laboratory testing capability and surge capacity for emergency response through equipment procurement, competent staff and partnerships.
	☐
	NEW S1.PO-14 Implement approaches to ensure efficiency for committee/subcommittee functions
	☐
	NEW S1.PO-15 Maintain monitoring and evaluation processes across all focus areas
	☐
	NEW S1.PO-16 Maintain and ensure process and system of effective knowledge management and commitment to rigorous scientific integrity, quality, and professional standards of practice in development of APHL products
	☐
	NEW S4.PO-1 Better informatics solutions available for public health laboratory system-wide adoption  
	☐
	NEW S4.PO-2 Improved, timely public health laboratory access to and awareness of needed resources
	☐
	NEW FLS.C.PO-1 Improved dissemination of clear, compelling, targeted, and timely messages using appropriate communication channels for relevant audiences
	☐
	NEW FLS.C.PO-2 Increased production of communications materials, websites or other digital platforms, or any other resources with APHL-CDC logo use (i.e., co-branding and logo licensing)
	☐
	NEW FLS.C.PO-3 Improved dissemination of APHL-CDC co-branded materials or resources for public health laboratories and other stakeholders
	☐
	NEW Ph2.ID.PO-1 Improve testing capability/capacity to conduct and report low-volume or highly-specialized testing efficiently.
	☐
	NEW Ph2.PHPR.PO-1 Ensure compliance and access to essential, centralized resources for laboratory testing capability and surge capacity for coordinated emergency response.
	☐
	NEW QSS-S4.2-PO1. Increased public health laboratory and system partner participation/commitment to L-SIP assessment/reassessment process.
	☐
	NEW QSS-S4.2-PO3. Improved implementation of quality and safety system model practices across participating public health laboratory system (state/local level).
	☐
	NEW QSS-S4.2-PO2. Increased participating public health laboratory, system partner knowledge of quality needs and model practices.
	☐
	IO-1. Expanded Communities of Practice and other collaborative relationships among public health laboratories and other stakeholders.
	☒
	IO-2. Strengthened information sharing across public health laboratory networks and other stakeholders.
	☒
	IO-3. Improved engagement and participation of current and potential public health laboratory workforce through application of best practices.
	☒
	IO-4. Enhanced practices, methods, and infrastructure within the public health laboratory system.
	☒
	IO-5. Improved data exchange and interoperability among public health laboratories and their partners.
	☐
	IO-6. Improved public health laboratory detection, surveillance, and response.
	☐
	IO-7. Improved quality and safety in public health laboratories.
	☒
	NEW S1.IO-8 Ensured effective leadership and management system for committees/subcommittees  
	☐
	NEW S1.IO-9 An effective monitoring and evaluation system across the organization
	☐
	NEW S2.IO-3 (Old PO-3) Improved support for public health laboratories among policy makers
	☒
	NEW S3.IO-1 Leadership development participants granted increased leadership roles and/or responsibilities
	☐
	NEW S4.IO-1 System-wide adoption of informatics and data management solutions among public health laboratories and their partners
	☐
	NEW S4.IO-2 Increased use of resources/outputs created and shared via technical assistance responses
	☐
	NEW S4.IO-3 Improved technical capability among recipients as a result of fulfilled requests
	☐
	NEW FLS.C.IO-1 Improved reach of clear, compelling, targeted, and timely messages among relevant audiences
	☐
	NEW FLS.C.IO-2 Enhanced adoption or use of APHL-CDC co-branded materials or resources among public health laboratories and other stakeholders
	☐


	SECTION 3: PROPOSED BUDGET

	Instructions for Use of funds: Provide any restrictions or instructions for applicant use of funds, as applicable: 

No restrictions on use of funds; use as appropriate based on approved workplan and budget narrative.


	

	SECTION 4: ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS

	Reviewers’ feedback on additional considerations (if any):

Click or tap here to enter text.
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Technical Monitor/Submitter


