Supporting Her Empowerment – Girls' Resilience, Enterprise, and Technology (SHE's GREAT) Initiative Frequently Asked Questions

PLEASE NOTE: The correct version of the Budget Narrative Template document has been uploaded to SAMS Domestic. (Previously, the document was a second copy of the M&E Plan Template.)

Q: We’re a non-U.S. NGO and are interested in applying; are there any particular countries that are not permitted to apply to this opportunity? Is this initiative open to organizations (non-profits) outside the U.S.? Is this for international projects only, or can a domestic initiative qualify?
A: Per the Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO), project activities must take place outside the United States. Below is additional guidance for the initial pilot regions of this initiative. Note, applicants should look at the Department of State breakdown of regions to confirm that proposed project locations align with the regional designations mentioned in the NOFO: https://www.state.gov/p/. Applicants must propose solution models (see section A of the NOFO) that address the thematic areas noted in the pilot regions of sub-Saharan Africa and Asia.

Q: I am facing challenges accessing the grant details and application documents for the funding opportunity. Can you kindly guide/send the documents to me?
A: The Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) may be accessed via Grants.gov, by searching for “She’s Great” or by the funding opportunity number SFOP0004942, which will provide a link to the SAMS Domestic website where you may view all the necessary documents and submit an application. The U.S. Department of State requires that all applicants complete the registrations outlined in the NOFO in order to access the application documents be able to submit an application.

Q: Should applications cover both Sub Saharan Africa and the Asia Region at once, or should applications cover only one region? Should applications not necessarily target both regions, but have the potential to scale to other regions in the next phases?
A: Applications must cover both Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa as outlined in the Executive Summary of the Notice of Funding Opportunity. 

Q: Who is eligible to apply for this Funding Opportunity? For example, would a foreign educational/academic institution be eligible to apply?
A: All are welcome to apply, as long as project activities take place outside of the United States and the applicant/proposal adheres to the eligibility requirements outlined in the Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO). The NOFO has been clarified and updated to include the following eligibility information: 
Eligibility for this NOFO is limited to:  Educational and research institutions; U.S. for-profit; nonprofits having a 501(c) 3 status with the IRS; non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and Foreign NGOs not-for-profits and social enterprises.

Q: We have a 501 3 c dedicated to giving back to the community. How do we apply for this program? I've been looking but can't find any way to apply.
A: The Grants.gov posting for the SHE’s GREAT funding opportunity provides a link to the SAMS Domestic website where you may apply. The U.S. Department of State requires that all applicants complete the following registrations in order to be able to submit an application: 
· Register for a Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number at http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform 
· Obtain necessary codes: for non-U.S. organizations, an NCAGE code at https://eportal.nspa.nato.int/AC135Public/scage/CageList.aspx; if based in the U.S or pay employees within the U.S., an Employer Identification Number (EIN) from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and a Commercial and Government Entity (CAGE) code. 
· Register for an individual account for your organization with the System for Award Management (SAM.gov): https://www.sam.gov/portal/public/SAM/  
· Register for an individual account for your organization on SAMS Domestic: https://mygrants.service-now.com/grants. Please be advised that applicants will need to validate their email address once a request for an account has been submitted to SAMS Domestic. Additionally, applicants will be required to log into SAMS Domestic using multi-factor authentication.
Once the above steps are complete, you will be able to submit your application per the instructions in the Notice of Funding Opportunity and systems websites.

Q: The Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) states that the following is ineligible: “Direct support or the appearance of direct support for any religious organization, to include repair or building of structures used for religious purposes.”
Is a faith-based NGO with a Christian mission eligible to apply for funding? The NGO serves all people as beneficiaries, regardless of religion.
A: It is rightly noted that there are funding restrictions under this funding opportunity. While funds cannot go to the activities outlined in section “E. Funding Restrictions” of the NOFO, there are no restrictions on which organizations are eligible to apply, as long as they meet the requirements noted under in the Executive Summary and in section “C. Eligibility Information”. 

Q: I am writing to find out who to contact about the SHE's GREAT Initiative, if you know.  I am not interested in submitting to the bid for the grant.  If you might know any more about the initiative contact people and could share that I would appreciate it very much.  I am interested in seeing how I might be able to help them.
A: Please contact SGWI_Programs@state.gov or RukundoS@state.gov 

Q: We intend to submit the proposal for the Grants Notice SFOP0004942 Supporting Her Empowerment – Girls' Resilience, Enterprise, and Technology (SHE's GREAT) Initiative. Would we be able to contact you to discuss our proposal?
[bookmark: _GoBack]A: Many thanks for your interest in applying for this initiative. In order to ensure fairness and transparency for all those applying we do not conduct one on one discussions with those interested, nor do we provide guidance on specific implementation information. Please utilize the information in the Notice of Funding Opportunity. Additionally, if there are questions regarding the application instructions please see the FAQ section or submit in writing for review and publication for all.




