
April 21, 2011 
 

Subject:                                                  Amendment to Request for Applications 294-2011-206-  
                                                                USAID/ West Bank & Gaza/ Capacity Building for               
                                                                 Education Reform (CBER) Program.     
Amendment No.:                                    One (1) 
Issuance Date of Amendment No. 1:    April 21, 2011 
Issuance Date of RFA:                           April 01, 2011 
Closing Date:                                          May 25, 2011 
Closing Time:                                          3:00 PM (Local Jerusalem Time UTC/GMT +3 hours) 
 
 
 



 

2 
 

ATTACHMENT 1 

 
April 21, 2011 
 
Attachment 1 - Questions & Answers 
USAID/West Bank and Gaza 
RFA No. 294-2011-206 
Capacity Building for Education Reform (CBER) Program 
 
 
Question No. 1: On page 38, embedded in the Program Description it states, “The Ministry 

will provide transportation costs for teachers, pay for the substitute teachers 
and support learning environments in schools that will allow teachers to 
practice their newly acquired skills.” 
 
Does this statement mean the Ministry of Education and Higher Education 
has guaranteed commitment and funding for local transportation of 
teachers from either their school or home to the training site, and similarly 
to provide all necessary substitute teachers for those engaged in training 
during school hours? 
 
If so, can the implementing organization document this as cost share? 
 

Answer No. 1: Please note that the MoEHE has orally expressed their intention to provide 
this support to teachers who are attending a Ministry approved training 
course to upgrade their qualifications.  The Ministry has not guaranteed this 
support. Please refer to 22 CFR 226.23 concerning Cost Sharing. 

 
 
Question No. 2: According to the Teacher Education Strategy, an unqualified teacher in 

grades 5-10  is any experienced teacher who does not 
 

a. Hold a bachelor degree in education (teacher of a domain), OR 
b. Hold a bachelor degree in a school subject in addition to an 

Education Diploma 
 

Does USAID have a specific requirement that all or part of these 3,000 
teachers fit into either category A or B? 
 

Answer No. 2: The Ministry of Education and Higher Education is determining the specific 
qualifications that each public school teacher from grades 5 through 10 
must have.  The Program should adhere to the determination of the 
MoEHE and train teachers accordingly. 

 
 
Question No. 3: On page 28 of the RFA, the Introduction notes, “USAID is proposing a 4-

year, $16 million program ($2 million for Gaza) that focuses on educational 
reform in Palestine” 
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Must the implementer budget exactly $2 million for the Gaza program?  
Otherwise, can more or less be allocated between the West Bank and 
Gaza, depending upon the implementer’s program of proposed activities so 
long as the baseline of deliverables is met in both geographical areas? 
Could USAID also please clarify if they expect the Gaza portion of the 
budget to be priced separately from the West Bank components?   
 

Answer No. 3: The $2 million set-aside for Gaza is an estimate only.  The applicant should 
budget according to its proposed activities for Gaza and what makes the 
most sense. The Gaza portion of the budget is o be priced separately from 
the West Bank components. 

 
 
Question No. 4: Page 31 specifies that the implementer would conduct a needs assessment 

in collaboration with the various other international organizations supporting 
the Palestinian education sector. Is the expectation that USAID and the 
other organizations will produce a single assessment or multiple 
assessments that complement one another?    
 

Answer No. 4: The Mission expects that the program and other organizations will produce 
multiple assessments that complement one another. 

 
 

 
Question No. 5: Page 9 of the RFA requests four references from each person proposed for 

key personnel. Page 12 requests three. Could USAID please clarify the 
number of references required?   
 

Answer No. 5: We apologize for the oversight, resumes for key personnel should include 
at least four references for each proposed key position.  

 
 
Question No. 6: Could USAID please clarify if the Cover Page, Table of Contents, and any 

tables, charts and graphs such as an Organizational Chart and Staffing 
plan chart are included in the 25 page limit for the Technical Application?    
 

Answer No. 6: Cover Page, Table of Contents, and any tables, charts and graphs such as 
an Organizational Chart and Staffing plan chart will not count for the 25 
pages limit. 

 
 
Question No. 7: Could USAID please clarify if they would like the full cost application 

submitted on CD or only the budget?    
 

Answer No. 7: As explained in page 12 of the RFA, the full Cost/Business application, and 
the budget (in excel accessible format) are to be submitted on CD.  

 
 
Question No. 8: Could USAID please clarify if the information requested for Appendix B, 

Past Performance and Experience be in a chart or would USAID prefer to 
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receive Past Performance Forms in a separate table?    
 

Answer No. 8: Past Performance Forms are preferred to be submitted is a separate table. 
. 

 
 
Question No. 9: The submittal instructions are clear for separate Technical and Cost 

proposals. However, the instruction for the Executive Summary ( Section A, 
II-(iii)d requires “State the total funding requested from USAID for your 
program…” kindly confirm that the cost is to mentioned in the technical 
proposal.    
 

Answer No. 9: In page 9, under: II. TECHNICAL APPLICATION FORMAT- (iii) Executive 
Summary, please delete (d) “State the total funding requested from USAID 
for your program, and, if applicable, the funding from other sources which is 
or will be made available to implement proposed program activities”.    

 
 
Question No. 10: Section B Evaluation Criteria II, Cost Sharing sates, “ USAID recommends 

that the Applicant and its partners provide a cost share of 15 percent (15%) 
of the total USAID Contribution. Leveraged non-USAID resources from 
private firms and institutions  ….” 
We are not clear on what is expected from the firm that receives the grant. 
Kindly clarify    
 

Answer No. 10: Cost share refers to the resources a recipient is expected to contribute to 
the total cost of an agreement which are not borne by the Federal 
Government. Cost sharing becomes a condition of an award when it is part 
of the approved award budget. Cost sharing must be verifiable from the 
recipient’s records, is subject to the requirements of 22 CFR 226.23, and 
can be audited. Please refer to ADS 303.3.10 Cost Share and to 22 CFR 
226.23 for more information and guidance regarding Cost Share.  

 
 
Question No. 11: Section C, Authorized Geographic Codes, the code specified is 000 which 

is the United States. We are aware of the referenced Blanket Waiver which 
allows procurements up to $5 million per award/instrument from the 
cooperating country. Does the waiver apply to the yearly cost? Or does it 
apply to the total of $16 million which exceeds the waiver stated amount? 
Also, the waiver states cooperating country as (West Bank, Gaza and 
Israel) we assume the firms that will qualify will be either American (code 
000) Palestinian, Israeli or a combination .   
 

Answer No. 11: Please note that the specified authorized geographic code is for goods and 
services to be procured under the anticipated Cooperative Agreement. As 
for the referenced blanket waiver, please note that this waiver authorizes 
local procurement from the cooperating country in an aggregate amount of 
up to $5 million of commodities and services per USAID prime award 
regardless of the total cost/amount of the award. Again, the $5 million 
threshold is for the life of the award and it includes procurement by sub-
awardees. As specified in the RFA, for detailed guidance, please refer to 
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Mission Notice No. 2011-WBG-03 
http://www.usaid.gov/wbg/misc/2011WBG/2011-WBG-03.pdf.  
For more information about the eligibility for award, please refer to page 1 
of the RFA. 

 
 
Question No. 12: It is specified that April 15th is the last day to submit requests for 

questions/clarifications. Would USAID consider extending this period an 
additional one week? 
   
 

Answer No. 12: Unfortunately, we will not extend this period.  
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ATTACHMENT 2 
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ATTACHMENT 3 – NEW MANDATORY STANDARD PROVISIONS IN FULL TEXT  
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