4

[image: image1.png]




[image: image2.png]National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior




NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD
This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the National Park Service’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.

	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	P14AS00270

	Project Title
	Benthic Macroinvertebrate Monitoring for Various National Park Service Northeast Region Parks

	Recipient
	George Mason University

	Principle Investigator / Program Manager
	Prof. R. Christian Jones

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$33,045.58

	Cost Share
	Not Required

	New Award or Continuation?
	New Award

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	Through August 2015

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	Through August 2015

	Award Instrument
	Task agreement under terms and conditions established in Cooperative Agreement No. P11AC30805

	Statutory Authority
	16 U.S.C. §5933

	CFDA # and Title
	15.945 Cooperative Research and Training Programs – Resources of the National Park System: Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Units CESU Network

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	#4 - Unique Qualifications

	NPS Point of Contact 
	Rita L. Mihalik


OVERVIEW

The Program Manager of the National Park Service, Northeast Region, Inventory and Monitoring Program (I&M) oversees four I&M networks composed of 40 parks in the Northeast Region. The intent of park vital signs monitoring is to track a subset of physical, chemical, and biological elements and processes of park ecosystems that are selected to represent the overall health or condition of park resources, known or hypothesized effects of stressors, or elements that have important human values. As part of the National Park Service’s effort to “improve park management through greater reliance on scientific knowledge”, a primary role of the I&M is to collect, organize, and make available natural resource data and to contribute to the Service’s institutional knowledge by facilitating the transformation of data into information through analysis, synthesis, and modeling.
RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT
This partnership between George Mason University and the National Park Service (NPS) will  help support and train graduate students in freshwater ecology, the principal focus of George Mason University’s (GMU) new Potomac Environmental Research and Education Center located at Belmont Bay. The work of the graduate students will primarily focus on processing and identifying benthic macroinvertebrates from various parks in different ecoregions, and providing guidance on ecological trends in the observed data. Students and faculty will work with NPS staff to interpret the results and translate the findings to information that can be used for natural resources management.
NPS assistance to this project will also provide the PI, research associates, graduate, and undergraduate students with real-world experience, advice, and application of aquatic monitoring data to natural resource management in Northeast Region parks, so that their education and accomplishments are functional and applicable. The GMU PI will also incorporate findings and applications like these into the research and teaching programs of graduate and undergraduate students, which greatly enhances the value of their education. This assistance further expands on a protocol and reporting framework that can be used by other Federal, state, and local agencies and organizations.
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE INVOLVEMENT
Substantial involvement on the part the National Park Service is anticipated for the successful completion of the objectives to be funded by this award.  In particular, the National Park Service will be responsible for the following:
NPS staff will conduct field work to collect benthic macroinvertebrate samples from nine parks in the Inventory and Monitoring Program’s Mid-Atlantic Network. NPS will provide the samples and financial assistance as well as in kind services such as background data and information on management issues affecting the aquatic resources of parks. Unpublished reports on aquatic resources management within national parks will be made available to the Cooperator as well as planning documents, founding legislation, and NPS policies that define and limit resource management within the parks.  Through this collaboration, NPS is providing the Cooperator with unique opportunities to conduct new and innovative research due to an abundance of recent and historic information about aquatic park resources. The I&M Program Manager will work with the Cooperation and graduate students to provide background information and insight into aquatic natural resource management issues at the parks sampled, NPS management policies and guidance, and NPS data systems, and provide professional and managerial perspectives to their academic programs of study.  Students will gain experience in laboratory procedures, data analysis and synthesis, and assist with the creation of recommendations for aquatic resources management guidelines to address issues facing natural resources in urbanizing landscapes in NPS units.  All products will be reviewed by NPS staff to give students opportunities to interact professionally with staff.  

SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.



	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.




The National Park Service did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria:  cooperative agreements have no requirement by law to be competed.  Nor is it the practice of NPS to compete cooperative agreements.

 (4) Unique Qualifications

Single Source Justification Description:

The Chesapeake Watershed Cooperative Ecosystem Study Unit (CW-CESU) is a partnership of universities.  George Mason University (GMU) is one of the universities within the CW-CESU.    The Potomac Environmental Research and Education Center (Cooperator) of George Mason University has well-known, respected, and experienced social and environmental scientists knowledgeable about using the tools of scientific research, restoration, education, and policy analysis to help society understand and sustain natural processes in ecosystems, watersheds, and landscapes of the Potomac River.   
STATUTORY AUTHORITY
The National Park Service (NPS) is responsible for the management of areas in the National Park System to conserve the scenery, the natural and historic objects, and the wildlife therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such a manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations (16 U.S.C. §1 et seq.).  In accordance with 16 U.S.C. §1a-2j, 16 U.S.C. §5933, and 16 U.S.C. §5934, the NPS is authorized to enter into a cooperative agreement to establish the Chesapeake Watershed CESU to assist in providing research, technical assistance and education.
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