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This is the Application Template for Fiscal Years (FY) 2023 through 2026 National Culvert Removal, Replacement, and Restoration Grant Program (Culvert Aquatic Organism Passage (Culvert AOP). 

Submission of this Application Template is required as part of a complete application package. The Application Template, in conjunction with the allowable attachments and standard forms, should provide all information necessary for the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT), Federal Highway Administration to determine if the project satisfies the eligibility requirements described in NOFO Section B and to evaluate the criteria specified in NOFO Section F. DOT will consider applications submitted without the completed template as incomplete and will not review the submission. DOT encourages applicants to review the NOFO in its entirety to verify their project is eligible and includes all required information is provided with their application.

I. SUMMARY 

	Project Name: 
	

	Eligible Entity Applying to Receive Federal Funding:
	 

	Entity Type:

	☐ State 
☐ Unit of local Government 
☐ Indian Tribe

	Project Scale:
	☐ Local            ☐ Regional
☐ Statewide     ☐ Multi-State

	Total Project Cost: (from all sources) 
	$ 

	Culvert AOP Competitive Grant Program funding request: 
	$ 

	State(s) in which the project is located:
	 

	Lead Applicant Point of Contact information:
	 

	Project Abstract: Summarize project work to be completed under the project and succinctly describe how the Culvert AOP Competitive Grant Program funds would be used to complete the project. 

	

	Attachments: Please list any attachments to this form, including letters of support. 
	




II. Project Information 

Expand the response blocks as necessary but limit the Project Information section of the application to a total of three pages. [Applicants: delete instructions shown below in italic prior to submittal]

	1
	Project Name:
	

	2
	Location of facility and project area: 
	[Instructions: Provide State and county, name of the city, town, or jurisdiction.]

	3
	Waterway and watershed: 
	[Instructions: Provide the waterway and watershed name and description.]

	4
	Project Coordinates: 
	[Instructions: Provide Latitude/Longitude. Bundled projects should provide the coordinates of each eligible facility in the bundle.]

	5
	Tribal Consideration
	Is any part of the proposed project area(s) located on federally recognized Indian Tribe lands?
☐ No   ☐ Yes 
If yes, provide the name of the Tribal lands: 

	6
	Public or Private Parties: 
	[Instructions: If other parties are involved in delivering the project, disclose those entities and describe their role in the project. Also state whether a private or non-private entity will receive a direct and predictable financial benefit if the project is selected for award.]

	7
	Lead Applicant Point(s) of Contact: 
	[Instructions: Name and contact information for the State, unit of local government, or Tribal applicant (or Lead Applicant where multiple entities are partnering for the project)]

	8
	Eligible Facility Type: 
	☐ Culvert    ☐ Weir    ☐ Both

	9
	Anadromous Species/Stocks: 
	[Instructions: Provide common name(s) and scientific name(s), if available, of the anadromous species and stocks your project proposes to benefit by meaningfully improving or restoring fish passage]

	10
	Project Background
	[Instructions: Provide a concise overview of the project scope including the broad conservation context. Also note any key project planning and design activities that have occurred, and a description of any previously incurred costs.] 



III. Budget and Funding 

	1
	Program Request Amount:
	Exact Culvert AOP Competitive Grant Program request amount in year-of-expenditure dollars: $____________

	2
	Other Federal Funding: 
	Estimated total of other Federal funding, excluding Culvert AOP Competitive Grant Program requested funding, in year-of-expenditure dollars: $_________

Other Federal programs and estimated amounts: (add lines as needed)
Program: _________________Amount: ____________

	3
	Future Project Cost:
	Provide the sum of Culvert AOP Competitive Grant Program request, other Federal funds, and non-Federal funds as an estimate in year-of-expenditure dollars: $____________

	4
	Previously incurred project costs:
	[Instruction: If costs have already been incurred for the project, such as planning or design costs, provide the total here]
Amount: $____________

	5
	Total Project Cost: 
	Estimate in year-of-expenditure dollars (sum of previously incurred project costs’ and ‘future project cost): $___________

	6
	Statement of Work: 
	[Instruction: Include a detailed Statement of Work (SOW) for the project in sufficient detail to demonstrate the project budget is reasonable. In addition, include a project schedule demonstrating project delivery milestones through project close-out. As an option, the detailed SOW and schedule can be attached, in which case note such in this block and provide the file name].

	7
	Bonus Activities
[Optional: See NOFO Section B for more information.]
	Will the applicant request approval of “Bonus Activities”, if there are project cost savings? ☐ Yes              ☐ No
If yes, describe the proposed “Bonus Activities” below: 
[Instruction: Briefly summarize, in a maximum of 500 words, the “Bonus Activities” the applicant proposes to fund if there are project cost savings. Summarizing bonus activities is optional but required if an applicant wishes to use this possible eligibility.]








	8
	Grant Funds, Sources and Uses of Project Funds (Detailed Budget): 
	[Instruction: Include a detailed budget or attach separately. This budget must list the amount and percent of both the Federal funding requested and any additional non-Federal funds, if any, that will be used to pay for the project. Additional lines can be added. This list can be modified as needed].
Activity:         Cost:
Activity:         Cost:
Activity:         Cost:
Activity:         Cost:

☐ A detailed budget is attached separately. The file is named:

	9
	Project Bundling


	Bundling is the practice of combining projects to accelerate delivery, reduce costs, and increase efficiency by combining multiple projects into a single contract. Will bundling be used for the project?
☐ No 
☐ Yes, and a detailed budget, in year of expenditure dollars, is attached for each project in the bundle. The file is named:



IV. Merit Criteria 

In the space below, describe how the project will meet the merit criteria and the associated objectives as found in Section F of the FYs 2023 through 2026 Culvert AOP Competitive Grant Program NOFO. Where appropriate, reference attachments or other sections of the application. Expand the response blocks as needed but limit the length of the merit criteria section of the application to six total pages in length.

	Criterion #1: Conservation Benefits to Anadromous Fish

	

	Criterion #2: Regional & Watershed Benefits Supporting American Families & Economy

	

	Criterion #3: Ecosystem Benefits

	

	Criterion #4: Project Design and Performance Prioritizing Core Infrastructure

	



V. Project Readiness 

In the space below, describe how the project will meet the Readiness Considerations and the associated elements as found in Section F of the FYs 2023 through 2026 Culvert AOP Competitive Grant Program NOFO. Where appropriate, reference attachments or other sections of the application. Expand the response blocks as needed but limit the length of the project readiness section of the application to three total pages in length.
	Readiness: Technical Assessment

	







	Readiness: Financial Completeness Assessment

	

	Readiness: Permitting Risk Assessment

	



VI. Statutory and DOT Selection Priorities

In the space below, describe how the project will meet the selection priorities in Section F of the FYs 2023 through 2026 Culvert AOP Competitive Grant Program NOFO. Where appropriate, reference attachments or other sections of the application. Expand the response blocks, as needed, but limit the length of the Statutory and DOT Selection Priorities section of the application to three total pages in length.

	Statutory Selection Priorities
	DOT Selection Priorities

	Check all that apply to the project:
The project would improve fish passage for:
☐ Anadromous fish listed as endangered or threatened under the Endangered Species Act. 
☐ Anadromous fish identified by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) that could reasonably become listed as a federally endangered species or a threatened species. 
☐ Anadromous fish identified by NMFS or USFWS as prey for endangered species, threatened species, or protected species, including Southern resident orcas (Orcinus orcas). 
☐ Anadromous fish identified by NMFS or USFWS as climate resilient stock. See Section H. 
☐ The project opens up more than 200 meters of upstream habitat for anadromous fish before the end of the natural habitat. 
☐ None of the above apply to the project.
	Check all that apply to the project (DOT will utilize information in other portions of the application to determine responsiveness to the other Selection Priorities listed in the NOFO):
☐ The project focuses on Reinvesting in the American Family by expanding access to traditional food sources or reducing food insecurity for rural and Tribal communities. 
☐ The project promotes the productive harvest of our seafood resources. 
☐ The project deploys innovative and emerging technologies that also enhance or maintain the safety of the travelling public.
☐ None of the above apply to the project.


	Statutory Selection Priorities: Briefly describe below how the project meets the checked statutory priorities and also provide the estimated length of upstream habitat that would be opened to Anadromous fish from the project.

	









	DOT Selection Priorities: Briefly describe below how the project meets the checked DOT priorities.
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