U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE  
U.S. Embassy Luanda  
President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief  
PEPFAR: Community Grants Program  
  
Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)  
  
Type of Solicitation: Open Competition  
Funding Opportunity Title: Community-Led Monitoring Program  
Funding Opportunity Number: ANGOLACLM2021 
CFDA Number: 19.517 
Total Amount Available: $160,000  
Anticipated Number of Awards: 1 or 2  
Deadline for Applications: January 4, 2021 
Anticipated Program Start Date:  February 1, 2021  
Program Performance Period: Proposed programs should be completed in 1 year or less  
  
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION  
The US President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) will fund the Community-Led Monitoring (CLM) activity under the Angola Country Operational Plan (COP) 2020. The  PEPFAR Angola program aims to prevent mother-to-child transmission of HIV in support of the First Lady, Mrs. Ana Dias Lourenco's initiative, Born Free to Shine, to strengthen HIV care and treatment at health facilities, increase community engagement, and build clinical laboratory and supply chain infrastructure. Through the Ambassador’s Small Grants Program, the US Embassy in Luanda seeks proposals from local non-governmental organizations (NGOs) or independent civil society organizations (CSOs) registered in Angola whose mission is to improve HIV services at the facility and community level.  This is a fixed amount award to be administered by a Grants Officer at the US Embassy in Luanda.  
 
Priority Region: Funding will be allocated for activities in Benguela, Cunene, Huambo and Lunda Sul. PEPFAR Angola works in 22 facilities and communities in these four Provinces.  Note: proposals may include activities in one, some, or all province(s).  
  
PROGRAM OBJECTIVES  
PEPFAR is committed to accelerating progress in reaching HIV/AIDS epidemic control in the highest burden countries through client-centered prevention and treatment. Working with NGOs or CSOs through a CLM approach will enable PEPFAR Angola to identify enablers and barriers to HIV services, as well as opportunities to expand use and access. In order to improve retention on life-long antiretroviral therapy (ART) among people living with HIV (PLHIV) who may not view themselves as sick, collaboration with communities and patients is urgent and critical. Continuation in treatment, supporting adherence to antiretroviral treatment, and sustained viral suppression will help achieve HIV epidemic control. 
 
To ensure CLM becomes an integral and routine part of the national HIV response in Angola, PEPFAR Angola will facilitate measures to enhance local NGO/CSO capacity for independently monitoring quality of HIV services (at the facility and the community level) and improve capacity to independently and routinely monitor and report on program quality, as well as supporting advocacy efforts and corrective action.  
 
CLM provides a first-hand perspective on the implementation of quality services and minimum policies and standards. It also reinforces the essential role of peers and local NGO/CSOs to provide insights and key perspectives of HIV clients concerning services via routine learning, monitoring, and advocacy in addition to systematic data collection and analysis that will ultimately lead to corrective action and substantial change to policies, procedures, and practices.  In other words, it will be a client-centered approach where service users, community members, marginalized populations, advocates, etc. perspectives and feedback, data and advocacy will be used to improve health services.   
 
This NOFO seeks eligible organizations to implement activities (once they have consulted with provincial health authorities and have gained permission to access local health facilities) that will include, but not be limited to: routine people living with HIV consumer surveys at the community level and patient exit interviews at facility sites; collate data which will be systematically analyzed; routinely share data with relevant stakeholders to support continued quality improvement (CQI); and develop corrective action plans that will be implemented. The structure for these activities should be developed with community input.  Lessons learned from this activity will also be shared with government institutions, health facilities, PEPFAR, and multi-lateral counterparts including the Global Fund.   
 
This notice is subject to availability of funding.  
  
1. FEDERAL AWARD APPLICATION INFORMATION  
  
For all application documents, please ensure that all documents are in English and all costs are in U.S. dollars.   
   
a. Applicants should submit ONE project proposal that does not exceed TEN pages  
b. All documents are 1.5 spacing, 12-point Time New Roman font  
c. All pages are numbers including budgets and attachments  
d. Each proposal MUST include also a one-page summary that includes an Executive summary, outlining the project goals, objectives, proposed cost, and activities. 
  
2. APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS  
  
Please follow all instructions below carefully. Proposals that do not meet the requirements of this announcement or fail to comply with the stated requirements will be ineligible.  
  
Complete application MUST include the following:   
a. Completed and signed SF-424, SF-424A, and SF-424B forms  
b. Cover sheet (not exceeding ONE page) stating the applicant name and organization, proposal date, program title, program period proposed start and end date, brief purpose of the program, and main point of contact with contact information  
c. Proposal (FIVE pages maximum):  The proposal should contain sufficient information that anyone not familiar with it would understand exactly what the applicant wants to do. You may use your own proposal format, but it must include all the items below.    
i. Proposal Summary: Short narrative that outlines the proposed program, including program objectives and anticipated impact.  
ii. Introduction to the Organization or Individual applying: A description of past and present operations, showing ability to carry out the program, including information on all previous grants from the U.S. Embassy and/or U.S. government agencies and how the organization has engaged with and are trusted members of the community. 
iii. Problem Statement: Clear, concise and well-supported statement of the problem to be addressed and why the proposed program is needed  
iv. Program Goals and Objectives:  The “goals” describe what the program is intended to achieve.   The “objectives” refer to the intermediate accomplishments on the way to the goals. These should be achievable and measurable.  
v. Program Activities: Describe the program activities and how they will help achieve the objectives.   
vi. Program Methods and Design: A description of how the program is expected to work to solve the stated problem and achieve the goal.  Include a logic model as appropriate.   
vii. Proposed Program Schedule and Timeline:  The proposed timeline for the program activities.  Include the dates, times, and locations of planned activities and events.  
viii. Key Personnel:  Names, titles, roles and experience/qualifications of key personnel involved in the program.  What proportion of their time will be used in support of this program?    
ix. Program Partners:  List the names and type of involvement of key partner organizations and sub-awardees.  
x. Program Monitoring and Evaluation Plan:  This is an important part of successful grants. Throughout the timeframe of the grant, how will the activities be monitored to ensure they are happening in a timely manner, and how will the program be evaluated to make sure it is meeting the goals of the grant?  
xi. Advocacy Plan:   A description of how the organization will ensure advocacy, accountability, and action planning are done in a receptive and safe environment. 
xii. Future Funding or Sustainability Applicant’s plan for continuing the program beyond the grant period, or the availability of other resources, if applicable.  
d. Budget Narrative (not exceeding ONE page): In addition to the SF-424A, use a separate sheet of paper to describe each of the budget expenses in detail. More guidelines below.  
  
3. REQUIRED REGISTRATIONS 
  
All applicants must obtain the following registrations (all are free of charge) and include them in your proposals: 
1. Unique entity identifier from Dun & Bradstreet (DUNS number)   
2. NCAGE/CAGE code   
3. www.SAM.gov registration   
 
Step 1: Apply for a DUNS number and an NCAGE number (these can be completed simultaneously)   
 
If your organization does not have a DUNS number already, you may obtain one by calling 1-866-705-5711 or visiting http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform    
 
NCAGE application page is here: https://eportal.nspa.nato.int/AC135Public/scage/CageList.aspx    
Instructions for the NCAGE application process:   
https://eportal.nspa.nato.int/AC135Public/Docs/US%20Instructions%20for%20NSPA%20NCAGE.pdf    
For NCAGE help from within the U.S., call 1-888-227-2423   
For NCAGE help from outside the U.S., call 1-269-961-7766   
Email NCAGE@dlis.dla.mil for any problems in getting an NCAGE code.   
  
Step 2: After receiving the NCAGE Code, proceed to register in SAM.gov by logging onto: https://www.sam.gov.  SAM registration must be renewed annually.  
 
Any applicant listed on the Excluded Parties List System (EPLS) in the System for Award Management (SAM) is not eligible to apply for an assistance award in accordance with the OMB guidelines at 2 CFR 180 that implement Executive Orders 12549 (3 CFR, 1986 Comp., p. 189) and 12689 (3 CFR, 1989 Comp., p. 235), “Debarment and Suspension.” Additionally, no entity listed on the EPLS can participate in any activities under an award.  All applicants are strongly encouraged to review the EPLS in SAM to ensure that no ineligible entity is included.  
 
4. ELIGIBILITY AND FUNDING RESTRICTIONS 
 
US Embassy Luanda welcomes applications from local non-profit or civil society organizations registered in Angola who have relevant experience, and whose mission is to improve HIV services at the facility and community level. All applicants must have been in operations for at least one year to be eligible for funding and be able to demonstrate they have adequate internal controls and financial monitoring procedures in place.  Organizations should demonstrate strong ties and support in the local community and with local governmental authorities. Each project accepted for funding will submit financial and narrative progress reports on a routine basis.  
 
Per Department of State policy, funding cannot be used for the following purposes:  
a. Construction of buildings; 
b. Salary, rent, utilities or office furniture related to the organization applying for this funding; 
c. Land purchase, security guards, motor vehicles (including motorcycles, but excluding bicycles), car insurance, motor vehicle repairs or upkeep; 
d. Outside audits; 
e. Purchase of alcoholic beverages; and 
f. Activities contrary to the Protecting Life in Global Health Assistance Policy. 
 
5. FUNDING ALLOCATION 
 
Funding will be limited to a maximum of $160,000 per implementation period for each project (minimum period of implementation is for six months).  
 
Geographic Prioritization Area 
Funding will be allocated for work in the districts below (note: this can work in one, some, or all province(s)).  Proposals that do not follow the guidelines above, categories described, and districts indicated will not be considered.  PEPFAR Angola works in 22 facilities and communities in these four Provinces. 
 
· Benguela 
· Cunene 
· Huambo 
· Lunda Sul 
 
6. APPLICATION SUBMISSION PROCESS 
  
Applications are due on or before January 4, 2021. Applications received later than 11:59pm (Angola time) on January 4, 2021, will not be considered.  
 
Please use the email address below to submit your proposal and/or any questions: Runyon-HarmsAD@state.gov 
  
7. OTHER INFORMATION  
 
Guidelines for Budget Justification  
a. Personnel and Fringe Benefits: Describe the wages, salaries, and benefits of temporary or permanent staff who will be working directly for the applicant on the program, and the percentage of their time that will be spent on the program.  
b. Travel: Estimate the costs of travel and per diem for this program, for program staff, consultants or speakers, and participants/beneficiaries. If the program involves international travel, include a brief statement of justification for that travel.  
c. Equipment: Describe any machinery, furniture, or other personal property that is required for the program, which has a useful life of more than one year (or a life longer than the duration of the program), and costs at least $5,000 per unit.  
d. Supplies: List and describe all the items and materials, including any computer devices, that are needed for the program. If an item costs more than $5,000 per unit, then put it in the budget under Equipment.  
e. Contractual: Describe goods and services that the applicant plans to acquire through a contract with a vendor.  Also describe any sub-awards to non-profit partners that will help carry out the program activities.   
f. Other Direct Costs: Describe other costs directly associated with the program, which do not fit in the other categories. For example, shipping costs for materials and equipment or applicable taxes. All “Other” or “Miscellaneous” expenses must be itemized and explained.  
g. Indirect Costs:  These are costs that cannot be linked directly to the program activities, such as overhead costs needed to help keep the organization operating.  If your organization has a Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate (NICRA) and includes NICRA charges in the budget, attach a copy of your latest NICRA. Organizations that have never had a NICRA may request indirect costs of 10% of the modified total direct costs as defined in 2 CFR 200.68.    
h. “Cost Sharing” refers to contributions from the organization or other entities other than the U.S. Embassy.   It also includes in-kind contributions such as volunteers’ time and donated venues.  
i. Alcoholic Beverages:  Please note that award funds cannot be used for alcoholic beverages.   
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