Public Notice – Information on Intended Tibet RFA
The United States Government, represented by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), anticipates issuing a request for applications (RFA) to implement a Rural Development and Sustainable Livelihood Program to improve socio-economic status of disadvantaged rural ethnic Tibetans with the goal of fostering self-sufficiency of ethnic Tibetans and preserving ethnic Tibetan culture and traditions.  
With an anticipated estimate of $25-million funding level for the life of the program, these competitively awarded five-year Cooperative Agreement(s) will target Tibetan communities located in provinces of China.  USAID is currently conducting an analysis which will inform the RFA regarding needs and key geographic areas.  Current USAID-funded China/Tibet Program is located in areas with significant ethnic Tibetan populations in Qinghai, Yunnan, Sichuan, Gansu and Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR).  The current USAID prime recipients implementing programs in the Tibet area are The Bridge Fund (TBF), Winrock International, The Mountain Institute (TMI) and Tibet Property Alleviation Fund (TPAF).
This solicitation will be accomplished using full and open competition.  U.S. non-governmental organizations (NGOs), including academic institutions, are invited to apply.  USAID strongly suggests that organizations apply as a consortium, with one U.S. NGO as prime, to strengthen collective efforts that provide assistance across sectors and geographic areas of need.  USAID especially encourages a consortium working in partnership with community-based organizations inside China.  In order to achieve pooled efforts from various sectors, applicants should consider co-financing by bringing in funds from the private sector through a public-private partnership or Global Development Alliance (GDA).  A cost share is also expected.

USAID anticipates making one or more awards within the anticipated ceiling of $25 million for the five-year timeframe.  The Agreement(s) will be performance-based and focus on results.  Applicants will compete with proposed programs that meet the requirements of the RFA and are tailored to an optimal technical approach and expected results.  USAID will make award(s) to successful applicants submitting programs that are well-planned, financially viable, with innovative solutions to enhance the sustainable livelihood of the Tibetan people, conserve the unique natural environment as well as preserve Tibetan culture and traditions. 

The awards will also be made for proposals that have a broader strategy to address some key challenges for Tibetans, such as poverty alleviation, community development, and civil society capacity building.  Successful proposals should have an integrated approach that addresses these challenges to meet program objectives.  USAID is unlikely to support a program that combines a number of small projects or grants.  

Applicants should also consider gender and local governance as important cross-cutting issues that must be included in all programmatic elements.  USAID will advise applicants of project objectives and desired outcome, but will not specify specific requirements or methodology.  

In addition to the well-planned and viable strategy, applicants are expected to present proof of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Government of China to work in Tibetan areas in order to be fully operational inside China by the time of the award(s).  Also, a Program Description (PD), Performance Monitoring Plan (PMP), and Expected Results will be part of the application package.  The final RFA, expected to be released this summer, will include full instructions for submitting applications as well as evaluation criteria.
The purpose of this announcement (in conjunction with an earlier announcement regarding MOU requirements) is solely for information purposes and to provide a draft program description for consideration by potential applicants (particularly with regard to consortium and teaming arrangements).  There is no further information available concerning this potential RFA and thus further questions or inquiries will not be addressed at this time.  Comments on the draft are welcome and can be submitted to Praveena ViraSingh, email: pvirasingh@usaid.gov.  However, use of the comments received is at USAID’s discretion and USAID is under no obligation to issue a final RFA.  Any costs incurred as a result of this announcement are at the organization’s expense and not reimbursable by USAID.

