
Amendment 1 
BAA-11-15-PKM
Advanced Complementary Metal Oxide Semiconductor (CMOS) Focal Plan Arrays (FPA) for Visible Sensors for Star Trackers (VSST) Project
This is an amendment to BAA 11-15-PKM, which is being issued in accordance with FAR 15.206(b).  This amendment changes the following in the BAA: 
Required modifications to the BAA:

Under Overview Information – 

Proposal Due Date and Time is changed to read 31 August 2011 at 12:00PM Eastern Standard Time.

Under Full Text Announcement – 

Section III. Award Information, Number 1.  Anticipated Award Date is changed to 01 November 2011

Section V. Proposal and Submission Information, Number 4. Proposal Due Date and Time is changed to read “31 August 2011 at 12:00PM Eastern Standard Time.  NOTE: Proposal receipt after the due date and time shall be governed by the provisions of FAR 52.215-1(c)(3)”.

The “Intent to Propose” is changed to “12 August 2011, 12:00PM Eastern Standard Time.”
Section VII. Award Administration Information, Paragraph 1. Award Notices, is changed to read as follows:  “Offerors will be notified whether their proposal is recommended for award, by letter or e-mail, on or about 1 November.  The notification is not to be construed to mean the award is assured, as availability of funds and successful negotiations are prerequisites to any award.”

Section VIII.  Agency Contacts, Add the following sentence to the end of the paragraph, “Questions will be accepted through 12 August 2011.”

This amendment also answers questions received since issuance of BAA-11-15-PKM on 10 Jun 2011.

QUESTION:   Will the Government accept a FAR based CPFF proposal as responsive to this BAA? If not, will the Government amend the BAA to provide for FAR based CPFF contract proposals in addition to TIA proposals? 

ANSWER:  No.  As stated in the DoD Grant and Agreement Regulations, Part 37, §37.115, the ultimate goal for using Technology Investment Agreements (TIAs) is to foster the best technologies for future defense needs. TIAs differ from and complement other assistance instruments available to agreements officers, in that TIAs address the goal by fostering civil-military integration (see Appendix A to this part). TIAs therefore are designed to:

(a) Reduce barriers to commercial firms’ participation in defense research, to give the Department of Defense (DoD) access to the broadest possible technology and industrial base.

(b) Promote new relationships among performers in both the defense and commercial sectors of that technology and industrial base.

(c) Stimulate performers to develop, use, and disseminate improved practices.
QUESTION:   Will the Government extend the due date by {various amounts of dates}? 

ANSWER:  The submittal date for response to this BAA has been extended to 31 Aug 2011 at 12:00PM Eastern Standard Time.  
QUESTION:   We are a “commercial company” and do not have the accounting systems typical to Defense contractors.

ANSWER:  Please refer to the DODGARS Link:  http://www.dtic.mil/whs/directives/corres/html/321006r.htm, Part 34, specifically §34.11 Standards for financial management systems.  It states that “Recipients shall be allowed and encouraged to use existing financial management systems established for doing business in the commercial marketplace, to the extent that the systems comply with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP) and the minimum standards in this section.” It provides the minimum that a recipient’s financial management system shall provide.  
QUESTION:  On page 2 of 28 it is stated "This is a restricted solicitation. Only those firms that meet the definitions of “domestic source” as provided above should respond. The NAICS Code for this acquisition is 541712 (for Research and Development in the Physical, Engineering, and Life Sciences (except Biotechnology), and the small business size standard is 500 employees. Proposals submitted shall be in accordance with this announcement. " 

In your FBO release indicates N/A for small business, yet this solicitation appears to be restricted by the NAICS code to small businesses of 500 hundred or less.

ANSWER:  The NAICS code defines the size standard that a concern can be and still qualify as a small business for Federal Government programs.  Under NAICS 541712, this standard size is 500 employees.  

However, this solicitation is not a small-business set aside.  Any firm, as long as it is a domestic firm, may submit a proposal.
QUESTION:  Is Appendix V, the STELLAR Technical Goals, ITAR restricted?
ANSWER:  Although the effort is ITAR restricted, the Stellar Technical Goals as posted are not ITAR restricted.

QUESTION:  Also, we request a formal response to the following questions:



·   Will the design be ITAR controlled?



·   Will the manufacturing process be ITAR controlled? 
ANSWER:  Please refer to 22 CFR 120, specifically § 120.4, Commodity jurisdiction.  It states that “Upon electronic submission of a Commodity Jurisdiction (CJ) Determination Form (Form DS–4076), the Directorate of Defense Trade Controls shall provide a determination of whether a particular article or service is covered by the U.S. Munitions List. The determination, consistent with §§120.2, 120.3, and 120.4, entails consultation among the Departments of State, Defense, Commerce, and other U.S. Government agencies and industry in appropriate cases.”

QUESTION:  BAA-11-15-PKM stipulates a cost sharing of 50% which could be a large burden for a small business.  The BAA states that if a 50/50 cost share cannot be provided, a "special waiver" has to be prepared and approved.  If possible, can you expand on what this special waiver would have to cover, and whether there are some special provisions, such as small business, that can be invoked for not to participate in the 50/50 cost share.  

Furthermore, would it be possible to submit the cost share waiver and get it approved before expending the effort on preparing and submitting the actual proposal?

ANSWER:  The Title III office understands that in certain instances 50/50 cost share is not always feasible.  Attached are Guidelines (Attachment 1) that may be used for determining cost share.  If you plan on proposing a less than 50/50 cost share, please provide detailed rationale as to what the proposed cost share will be and why it is less than 50% of the proposed effort.  If this proposal is selected for further consideration, a cost share waiver, using the information provided in the proposal, will be prepared by the Title III Team for approval by our Director of Contracting.

Unfortunately, this determination can be made only after all proposals are received and evaluated.  

ATTACHMENT 1: Title III Cost Share Guidelines

