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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE
UNITED STATES EMBASSY Kinshasa
NOTICE OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITY (NOFO)

This is the announcement of notice of funding opportunity:

[bookmark: _Hlk147411651]NOFO Title: PEPFAR DRC Community-Led Monitoring (CLM) Program

NOFO Number: AFPCO-24-02

Federal Assistance Listing/Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number:  19.029

Type of Award:  Grant

[bookmark: _Hlk87978837]Total Funding:  $300,000 USD 

Award Ceiling: $100,000 USD

Award Floor: $50,000 USD
[bookmark: _Hlk87978874]
Funding Type: Global Health Funds
 
Anticipated Number of Awards:  Up to 3 awards

Period of Performance:  6 months to 12 months

Type of Solicitation:  Open Competition 

Eligibility Category:  Local Community-based organizations and other civil society groups which are legally registered in the Democratic Republic of Congo, including organizations which focus on key populations (KP), people living with HIV (PLHIV), youth and adolescents including children and other HIV-affected groups.
Questions Deadline:  23:59 DRC, Kinshasa time on Wednesday May 22, 2024
Orientation meeting: From 10:00 – 12:00 DRC, Kinshasa time on Tuesday May 28, 2024; the meeting details provided under section D (Application and submission information)
Application Deadline: 17:15 DRC, Kinshasa time on Monday June 18, 2024
Anticipated Award Signing: September 2024

This notice is subject to availability of funding.

A. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The U.S. Department of State, U.S.  Embassy in Kinshasa - Democratic Republic of Congo through the U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) Coordination Office (PCO) is pleased to announce an open Notification of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for organizations to submit applications that support Community - led Monitoring (CLM) activities, to be implemented in close collaboration with local Community-based organizations and other civil society groups, networks of key populations (KP), people living with HIV (PLHIV), youth and adolescents including children and other HIV-affected groups. 
The CLM program will be implemented in the three PEPFAR provinces including Kinshasa, Haut-Katanga and Lualaba.

Community-led monitoring or CLM is a routinized process initiated and implemented by local HIV-positive and HIV-affected communities, community-based organizations and other civil society groups that identifies HIV service delivery successes, diagnoses problems, uses quantitative and qualitative data to overcome barriers and ensure that HIV service beneficiaries receive optimal client-centered services. 

The intention of CLM is for local community leadership to get inputs from recipients and providers of HIV services, including key populations and underserved groups, in a routine and systematic manner and translate their findings into action and change in collaboration with host governments and health systems. 

CLM is a tool within the community engagement process, a strategic collaboration of multiple partnerships within a designated geographic location. CLM leverages community engagement to empower community members to identify successes, diagnose problems, use data-driven approaches to overcome barriers, and ensure beneficiaries receive optimal client-centered services in a productive, collaborative, respectful, and solutions-oriented manner. This community-driven approach to addressing health challenges often evolves into advocacy, whether driven by the individual, community, organizations, or institutions.

The CLM program is funded through the U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR). The goal of PEPFAR in DRC is to support efforts to achieve HIV epidemic control through implementation of evidence-based interventions to drive progress in HIV prevention, care and treatment and ultimately, save lives. 

Through the PEPFAR Coordination Office, the U.S. Embassy in Kinshasa administers this Community grants program and is seeking proposals from registered local Community-based organizations and other civil society groups, networks of key populations (KP), people living with HIV (PLHIV), youth and adolescents including children and other HIV-affected groups, or community entities that gather quantitative and qualitative data about HIV services and whose mission and activities focuses on HIV programming. 

CLM plays key role to ensuring availability, accessibility, affordability, acceptability, and delivery of timely and quality HIV care and services.  CLM will raise public awareness on the rights of PLHIV, KP groups, youth and adolescents and other affected communities, will empower beneficiaries and affected communities to speak out, to increase health literacy, to expand engagement with health service providers, to support demand creation, on one hand; and on the other hand, CLM will hold decisions makers accountable for executing changes to improve HIV service delivery.  

CLM data will be collected using standardized tools and synthesized through a variety of methods that reveal insights from communities about problems and solutions to health and HIV service delivery at: the facility, community, sub-national and national levels. Thus, CLM data builds evidence on what works well, what is not working and what needs to be improved, with suggestions for targeted action to improve outcomes.

Monitoring data should reflect an ‘added value’ and not duplicate collection of routine data already available to PEPFAR, through its standard reporting. ‘Added value’ monitoring data includes, but not limited to information from beneficiaries about their experience with the health facility, information about barriers and enablers to access and retention in services etc.  
CLM mechanisms must be routine to ensure follow up and continuous improvement for sustainability. 

Results from CLM will be shared with all the stakeholders including host governments, health systems, PEPFAR implementing partners and the PEPFAR team on a regular and systematic basis (monthly, quarterly, and annually), for informing decisions, to improve time and quality service delivery.

A.1 Background
 
PEPFAR DRC recognizes the importance of engaging with communities in the development and implementation of its HIV programming. As a result, since September 2021, a group of five local organizations were identified to develop and implement CLM activities in the three PEPFAR supported provinces, which include Haut-Katanga, Lualaba and Kinshasa. The current NOFO gives additional opportunity to CSOs in the same geographic zones, to gather information on what is and is not working and then to create plans to remediate challenges and leverage best practices. 

This CLM process will enable civil society organizations (CSOs), local partners, community members, and facility-based healthcare workers to collaboratively identify, understand, and address barriers to optimal service delivery and success.  To be successful, CLM will take into consideration the needs of the affected groups, at least sixty percent (60%) of the beneficiaries should come from PLHIV, KP, adolescents, and adolescent girls and young women (AGYW) groups.

CLM can support and enhance program activities in each technical area of HIV prevention, care, treatment, and support. This includes but is not limited to HIV testing and counseling (HTC), PMTCT, Gender-Based Violence (GBV), Pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP), etc. The CLM process helps communities and supporting organizations look beyond apparent symptoms of a problem, such as adolescent girls and young women (AGYW) not accessing facility services, and determine other possible causes (e.g., a lack of youth-friendly services, etc).

 Key deliverables include but are not limited to:

· Implement interventions to capture HIV patient’s satisfaction with HIV-related services and understand enablers and barriers to access and retention in HIV prevention, care and treatment services.
· Implement interventions to identify gaps in HIV-related community health literacy or client awareness of health services to improve knowledge, use, and access.
· Implement interventions to detect issues of stigma, discrimination, and coercion and providing solutions.
· Create a platform for community-led analysis and co-created solutions to improve health responses.
· Make actionable recommendations to all stakeholders to improve client care in their provinces.
· Track the implementation of the recommendations.
· Make available Community-led monitoring findings (while ensuring safety and confidentiality) for use by all stakeholders.
· Ensure that monitoring data reflects an ‘added value’ and not duplicate collection of routine data already available to PEPFAR through its standard reporting. ‘Added value’ monitoring data includes information from beneficiaries about their experience with the health facility, information about barriers and enablers to access and retention in services etc.  
· Ensure that CLM mechanisms are routine for follow up and continuous improvement for sustainability. The program seeks to encourage affected communities to be self-reliant and undertake similar activities on their own in the future.  
A.2 Goals

 The focus is on getting input from recipients of HIV services including key populations, youth and adolescents, other HIV-affected groups, and underserved groups, in a routine and systematic manner that will translate into action and change.

· Objective 1:  To capture patient’s feedback (perception and satisfaction) on services available to them in HIV prevention, care, and treatment at the health facility and in the community.
· Objective 2:  To identify strengths, gaps, stigma, and discrimination in service delivery, and provide input to develop indicators to assess services. 
· Objective 3: To raise community awareness on their interests and individual responsibilities to have in place sustainable community-led monitoring approach.  
· Objective 4: To monitor the quality health system service delivery. 
· Objective 5: To advocate for change and action planning.
A.3 Expected Results

Specific results may include the following:
· Increased number of HIV patients speak out and take leadership in identifying strengths, gaps, stigma, and discrimination in service delivery, the uptake of HIV services and retaining HIV patients in treatment.
· Increased number of affected communities gather information on services available to them, health literacy, engagement with health service delivery, demand creation, and accountability from the health system to improve quality of services.
· Increased community awareness and resilience to undertake similar activities on their own in a sustainable manner.
· Improved the quality-of-service delivery within the health facilities.
· Recommendations have been made for service delivery improvement.


A.4 Main Activities

To achieve the goals and expected results, the project should include the following: 
· Collect quantitative and qualitative data at the facility and community level on the availability, accessibility, affordability, acceptability and on quality of health and HIV services using standardized indicators developed by PEPFAR. 
· Analyze and consolidate patient’s feedback into actionable activities to address deficiencies in quality service delivery. 
· Disseminate findings and engage with key decision-makers.
· Manage activities on stigmatization and discrimination to help the affected communities to break out of clandestineness. 
· Facilitate group discussions with clients and community members to promote knowledge about available HIV services (health literacy and demand creation). 
· Develop and implement client surveys and interviews.
· When and where feasible, investigate select aspects of patient reports on service quality and availability i.e. stockouts, disruption of key services, provider behaviors (stigma and discrimination), delay in viral load results to beneficiaries, etc.
· Facilitate engagement (meetings) between community leadership and service providers to discuss the quality of and access to existing services based on feedback from clients. 
· Oversee community engagement (advocacy activities) with decision makers (local and national authorities, facilities, and program managers, PEPFAR leadership) to address key policies and practices to reduce stigma and discrimination and protect the rights of people living with HIV/AIDS, including key populations.
· Report adverse events encountered to stakeholders (PEPFAR implementing partners).
· Participate in CLM stakeholder meetings to review data, propose advocacy action plans, and participate in follow-up activities or resolutions.
· Build relationships and trust with other stakeholders (Ministry of Health, local/regional health authorities, religious or cultural organizations, PEPFAR, multilateral organizations).
[bookmark: _Hlk100751417]To achieve the goals and expected results, the project should include the following activities: 
· Track the implementation of the recommendations.
· Make available Community-led monitoring findings as accessible as possible (while ensuring safety and confidentiality) for use by all stakeholders.
· Make actionable recommendations to PEPFAR, and the government to improve client care in their provinces.
A.5 Performance Indicators

All projects should aim to have impact that encourages affected communities to be self-reliant and undertake similar activities on their own in the future.  
[bookmark: _Hlk100725578]Competitive proposals must demonstrate the applicant’s ability to address the project objectives and goals as identified above and all applicants MUST report on the following indicators:

	N°
	Indicator

	AREA# 1 : PREVENTION

	1
	% of surveyed PLHIV reporting having shared their status with their spouses/sexual partners

	2
	% of surveyed PLHIV in a discordant couple declaring having informed the HIV-negative partner of the possibility of PrEP initiation

	3
	% of surveyed PLHIV in a discordant couple declaring that their spouse/sexual partner was initiated on PrEP after receiving information on PrEP

	4
	Number of providers trained in PrEP delivery at health/community sites identified for PrEP implementation in CLM implementation areas

	5
	% of identified health facilities that effectively provide PrEP in CLM implementation areas

	6
	Average delivery time of ordered supplies to health facilities

	7
	% of surveyed PLHIV who declared having received a supply of condoms during their last visit to facility

	8
	% of surveyed Key Populations who reported having received information about PrEP

	9
	% of surveyed Key Populations who declared being eligible for PrEP followed in health facilities providing PrEP

	10
	% of surveyed Key Populations who reported being on PrEP

	AREA#2: CARE and TREATMENT

	1
	Average number of days of ARV shortage in the treatment health facility during the month

	2
	% of health facilities having experienced an ARV shortage during the month

	3
	% of surveyed PLHIV declaring having experienced an ARV shortage in the last 2 months

	4
	Satisfaction rate for ARV orders delivered to health facilities

	5
	% of surveyed healthcare providers aware or trained on the rights of PLHIV including and KP

	6
	% of PLHIV informed about free HIV service provision

	7
	% of surveyed PLHIV who reported having paid for HIV services

	8
	% of beneficiaries (PLHIV/key population) interviewed stating that they are satisfied with the quality of the services offered to them

	9
	Number of facilities with evidence of tracking appointments and efforts for reengaging Lost-to- Follow-up

	AREA#3: VIRAL LOAD (VL)

	1
	Average number of days of shortage of VL supplies at the laboratory level during the month

	2
	Number of VL results delayed over 14 days 

	3
	Number of patients eligible for VL during the month

	4
	% of eligible patients who benefited from VL sample collection during the month

	5
	% of PLHIV who received viral load test results within two weeks (14 days) during the month

	6
	# of health facilities aware of alternatives for VL testing when their traditional laboratory encounters backlog (Point-Of-Care and conventional molecular lab)

	7
	% of interviewed PLHIV reporting having been informed of the availability of their Viral Load result

	8
	% health facilities having received feedback from the reference laboratory (compliance or non-compliance)

	9
	% of facilities with evidence of U=U messaging 



	AREA#4: STIGMA, DISCRIMINATION & ENABLING ENVIRONMENT

	1
	% of interviewed beneficiaries (PLHIV/key populations) reporting been victims of stigma/discrimination in a healthcare facility due to their HIV status, sexual orientation or practice, gender identity over the last 6 months

	2
	% of interviewed beneficiaries (PLHIV/key populations) reporting been victims of stigma/discrimination in the community due to their HIV status, sexual orientation or practice, gender identity over the last 6 months

	3
	% of interviewed beneficiaries (PLHIV/key populations) reporting having had a feeling/attitude of self-stigmatization/discrimination because of their HIV status, sexual orientation or practice, gender identity in the last 6 months

	4
	% of interviewed beneficiaries (PLHIV/key populations) reporting having been victims of discrimination/stigma (physical or verbal violence) due to their HIV status and having filed a complaint

	5
	% of beneficiaries (PLHIV/key populations) victims of discrimination/stigma whose complaint was addressed

	6
	% of people interviewed in the community declaring having received awareness raising on the topic of Key Populations over the last 6 months

	AREA#5: CHILDREN, ADOLESCENTS, PREGNANT AND BREASTFEEDING WOMEN

	1
	[bookmark: _Hlk152077841]% of interviewed Pregnant and Breastfeeding Women (PBFW)living with HIV declaring having benefited from an Incoming Generating Activity/economic strengthening

	2
	% of interviewed PBFW living with HIV declaring having benefited from a pairing with mentor mother?

	3
	% of Pregnant women, breastfeeding women and/or women with biological children who received tracing of index contacts (Biological children)

	4
	% of Pregnant women, breastfeeding women whose HIV Exposed Infant have got the DBS for EID collected at 8 weeks 

	5
	% of Pregnant women, breastfeeding women whose HIV Exposed Infant is in HEI tracking 

	6
	% of Pregnant women, breastfeeding women whose HIV Exposed Infant received a final outcome

	7
	% of interviewed Pregnant women, breastfeeding women reporting having paid for DBS collection 

	8
	Average time for reception of DBS result after collection

	9
	% of mother of eligible children confirming adjusting pediatric regimen per weight

	10
	% of Pregnant women, breastfeeding women on PrEP for substantial high-risk 

	11
	% of interviewed beneficiaries (pregnant and breastfeeding women living with HIV/AGYW) reporting been victims of stigma/discrimination in healthcare facility due to their HIV status, sexual orientation or practice, gender identity over the last 6 months



B. FEDERAL AWARD INFORMATION

Organizations can submit one application in response to the NOFO.  If more than one application is submitted by an organization, only the first application received will be reviewed for eligibility and funding.

The U.S. Government may: (a) reject any or all applications, (b) accept more than one application, and (c) waive irregularities in applications received.

The U.S. Government may make award(s) based on initial applications received, without discussions or negotiations.  Therefore, each initial application should contain the applicant's best terms from a cost and technical standpoint.  The U.S. Government reserves the right to enter discussions with one or more applicants in order to obtain clarifications, additional detail, or to suggest refinements in the project description, budget, or other aspects of an application.

Length of performance period: 6 months to 12 months 
Number of awards anticipated: up to 3
Award amounts: Awards may range up to US Dollars $100,000.00
Total available funding: $300,000.00 USD
Type of Funding: FY2024/COP23 Funds 19__0410310002
Anticipated Program start date:  September 2024
Award type: Grant

The authority for this funding opportunity is found in the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended.

C. ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION

C.1 Eligible Applicants

Eligible Applicants: 
U.S. Embassy Kinshasa welcomes applications from local Community-based organizations and other civil society groups, networks of key populations (KP), people living with HIV (PLHIV), youth and adolescents including children and other HIV-affected groups.

The CLM Program is not meant to support applications submitted by for-profit entities.  Additionally, the Department of State prohibits profit to for-profit or commercial organizations under its assistance awards.  Profit is defined as any amount in excess of allowable direct and indirect costs.  The allowability of costs incurred by commercial organizations is determined in accordance with the provisions of the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) at 48 CFR 30, Cost Accounting Standards Administration, and 48 CFR 31 Contract Cost Principles and Procedures.]

CLM funds are meant for activities that are community driven and serve the community at large where they are being funded. The following will be considered eligible for CLM grants:  

· Independent and local/community-based organizations, traditional community groups and faith-based organizations (FBO) (PEPFAR Implementing partners who currently work on service delivery at the site level are not eligible to apply nor are their sub recipient organizations). 
· Not-for-profit organizations, including civil society and non-governmental organizations.
· Only organizations registered with the government of the DRC will be considered eligible organizations. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk147392984]Eligible organizations must have all the organization charts and manuals, in compliance with the current DRC law. This is related to the organization’s statute, board of directors, organizational charts and procedures manuals.
· Eligible organizations must have internal control systems in place, this is related to the administrative control systems and accounting systems control.
· Eligible organizations must have all the required accounting documents in place such as, but not limited to: The journal book, the general ledger and the inventory book… But also with a transparent and reliable accounting system. 
· Eligible organizations must have legal documents free of conflict of interest. 
· Eligible organizations must have experience of successfully implementing programs.
· Eligible organizations must have established offices, at least 12 months prior to application submission.
C.2 Cost Sharing or Matching

Providing cost sharing, is not an eligibility factor or requirement for this NOFO and providing a cost share will not result in a more favorable competitive ranking. 

C.3 Other Eligibility Criteria

Applicants must have existing, or the capacity to develop, active partnerships with local in-country partners, entities, and relevant stakeholders and have successfully administered similar projects. 

Any applicant listed on the Excluded Parties List System in the System for Award Management (SAM.gov) and/or has a current debt to the U.S. government is not eligible to apply for an assistance award in accordance with the OMB guidelines at 2 CFR 180 that implement Executive Orders 12549 (3 CFR,1986 Comp., p. 189) and 12689 (3 CFR,1989 Comp., p. 235), “Debarment and Suspension.”  Additionally, no entity or person listed on the Excluded Parties List System in SAM.gov can participate in any activities under an award.  All applicants are strongly encouraged to review the Excluded Parties List System in SAM.gov to ensure that no ineligible entity or person is included in their application.

In order to be eligible to receive an award, all organizations must have a Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) number issued via www.SAM.gov as well as a valid registration on www.SAM.gov. Please see Section D.3 for more information. Individuals are not required to have a UEI or be registered in SAM.gov.

Applicants must provide a valid Unique Entity Identification (UEI) and completed SAM.gov registration when submitting application to the U.S. Embassy Kinshasa at KinshasaPEPFAR@state.gov in response to this NOFO.  Applicants that do not have a valid UEI and completed SAM.gov registration will NOT be eligible for consideration.  


D. APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION

All applicants may send questions related to this notification of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) to KinshasaPEPFAR@state.gov by 23:59 DRC, Kinshasa time on Wednesday May 22, 2024

An orientation meeting will be held for all applicants on Tuesday May 28, 2024, from 10:00-12:00 DRC time and meeting details as below:
Join ZoomGov Meeting 
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/j/1608785446?pwd=VXNDVWZrYnJHVE9KbXBYMW5qZGoxUT09 
Meeting ID: 160 878 5446 
Passcode: iB5=4kEt 
--- 
One tap mobile 
+16692545252,,1608785446#,,,,*51892379# US (San Jose) 
+16468287666,,1608785446#,,,,*51892379# US (New York) 
--- 
Dial by your location 
• +1 669 254 5252 US (San Jose) 
• +1 646 828 7666 US (New York) 
• +1 646 964 1167 US (US Spanish Line) 
• +1 669 216 1590 US (San Jose) 
• +1 415 449 4000 US (US Spanish Line) 
• +1 551 285 1373 US (New Jersey) 
Meeting ID: 160 878 5446 
Passcode: 51892379 
Find your local number: https://cdc.zoomgov.com/u/aut6tCkUv

D.1 Address to Request Application Package

Applicants can find application forms and other materials needed to apply on GRANTS.gov (www.GRANTS.gov) or under the announcement title “PEPFAR DRC Community-Led Monitoring (CLM) Program,” funding opportunity number “AFPCO-24-02.”  Please contact the U.S. Embassy Kinshasa point of contact listed in Section G if requesting reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities or for security reasons.  Please note that reasonable accommodations do not include deadline extensions.  

D.2 Content and Form of Application Submission

For all application documents, please ensure:

· All documents are in English and all costs are in U.S. Dollars.  If an original document within the application is in another language, an English translation must be provided (please note the U.S. Department of State, as indicated in 2 CFR 200.111, requires that English is the official language of all award documents).  If any document is provided in both English and a foreign language, the English language version is the controlling version;
· All pages are numbered, including attachments with the exception of Excel documents;
· All documents are formatted to 8 ½ x 11 paper; and,
· All documents are single-spaced, 12-point Calibri font, with 1-inch margins.  Captions and footnotes may be 10-point Calibri font.  Font sizes in charts and tables, can be reformatted to fit within 1 page width.

	D.2.1. Application Requirements

[bookmark: _Hlk100727811]	Complete applications must include the following:
 
1. A proposal that aligns with the purpose and requirements for PEPFAR Community-led Monitoring Program as indicated in this funding opportunity announcement.

2. Completed and signed SF-424, SF-424A, and SF-424B forms

3. Organizations that engage in lobbying the U.S. Government, including Congress, or pay for another entity to lobby on their behalf, are also required to complete the SF-LLL “Disclosure of Lobbying Activities” form (only if applicable).  

4. Cover Page/Executive Summary (not to exceed two (2) pages).  Include the organization name, project title, target country/countries, and name and contact information for the application’s main point of contact and brief section that clearly outlines the (1) the problem statement addressed by the project, (2) research-based evidence justifying the applicant’s approach, and (3) quantifiable project outcomes and impacts.

5. Table of Contents 

6. Proposal Narrative* (not to exceed ten (10) pages).  *Please note the ten-page limit does not include the following:
· SF-424
· SF-424A
· SF-424B
· SF-LLL (if applicable)
· Cover Page/Executive Summary
· Table of Contents
· Scope of Work (required template provided as an attachment)
· Performance Monitoring & Evaluation Narrative and Plan (sample template provided as an attachment)
· Timeline
· Detailed Budget (sample template provided as an attachment)
· Budget Narrative (sample template provided as an attachment)
· If the Budget includes subawards, please include a separate Budget Narrative for each organization.	
· Single Audit or recent independent financial audit
· Key Personnel Summary
· CV or Resume of Key Personnel
· Additional Attachments (if applicable):
· Letters of support from project partners describing the roles and 	responsibilities of each partner, if applicable/pre-identified
· Official permission documents/certificates for project activities
· Letter of Disclosure for proposed consultants/personnel 
· Letter(s) of Institutional Support to indicate that the organization’s 	leadership is providing their support of the application (from PNMLS, PNLS and ANORS)
· Organization’s notarized statutes.
· Organization’s procedures manuals (Financial, administration, human resources, and procurement manuals)
· Organization’s cash ledger template
· Organization’s recent monthly financial report 	
The Proposal Narrative must include the following: 
· Introduction to the Organization: A description of past and present operations, showing ability to carry out the project, including information on all relevant or similar type projects from previous grants from the U.S. Embassy and/or U.S. Government agencies.

Using the Scope of Work (see Section D.2.1.6) provided as an attachment to this NOFO by Embassy Kinshasa, the Proposal Narrative should address the applicant’s unique approach to the following:

· Project Methods and Design: A description of how the project is expected to work to solve the stated problem and achieve the goal.
· Project Goal: The “goal(s)” describe the larger outcome intended.
· Project Objectives: The intermediate accomplishments and measurable targets to achieve a goal. Objectives of the project should be SMART:
· Specific: Detailed and specifies what will be achieved
· Measurable: have associated metrics or measurements of success
· Attainable: appropriately challenging, objectives can be reasonably attained give the available resources
· Relevant: align with the policy/program goal and appropriate
· within the country or beneficiary audience
· Time-Bound: achievable within the timeframe of the project
· Project Activities: Describe specific actions taken under each Objective. All activities should be clearly developed and sufficiently explain the resource and time requirements (inputs) and things done or produced (outputs). Activities should detail:  target areas, participant groups or selection criteria for participants; how relevant stakeholders will be engaged; and actions taken by local partners as appropriate/relevant. 
· Project Management Plan:  Describe the proposed management structure for this project.  Include a description of the responsibilities of all principal organizations and staff involved, reporting relationships, authority, and lines of communication within and between each of these organizations. 
· Project Partners:  List the names and type of involvement of key partner organizations and sub-awardees, if applicable.
· Future Funding or Sustainability Applicant’s plan for continuing the project beyond the grant period, or the availability of other resources, if applicable. Include ways project activities will ensure sustainability.
· Risk Analysis* - identify the internal and external risks associated with the proposed project, rate the likelihood of the risks, rate the potential impact of the risks on the project, and identify actions that could help mitigate the risks. 

7. Scope of Work (SOW) (Applicants should use the SOW template provided by Embassy Kinshasa and attached to this NOFO.) The SOW should provide a summary of the applicant’s unique approach to the following as indicated in Section 5 Proposal Narrative:
· Project Goal
· Project Objectives
· Project Activities
· Project Indicators

	Required Scope of Work (SOW) template is provided as an attachment to this 	NOFO.

8. [bookmark: _Hlk100754780][bookmark: _Hlk96938957]Performance Monitoring & Evaluation Narrative and Plan (see provided sample template): 

a. Performance Monitoring & Evaluation Narrative details how a project’s performance monitoring and evaluation system will be carried out and by whom.  It explains how the project’s performance toward its objectives will be tracked over time. It should provide a clear description of the approach and data collection strategies and tools to be employed (e.g., pre- and post-test surveys, interviews, focus groups).  The description should also include how the applicant will track and document whether activities occurred (outputs) and the results or changes caused by these activities (outcomes). If the project includes work with local partners or sub-partners, explain how performance monitoring and evaluation efforts will be coordinated amongst these organizations. Explain if an external evaluation will be included. Evaluations, internal or external, should be systematic studies that use research methods to address specific questions about project performance. They should provide a valuable supplement to ongoing monitoring activities.  Evaluation activities generally include baseline assessments, mid-term and final evaluations.

b. Performance Monitoring & Evaluation Plan should draw on the objectives, activities and expected changes from the Scope of Work, and link those areas to indicators. The Program Monitoring & Evaluation Plan is generally structured as a table with output-based and outcome-based indicators. It explains how data will be collected (data collection methods) to show that certain changes occurred.  It outlines baselines (where your project is starting) and quarterly targets (what you would like to achieve) for each indicator. 

	The project should monitor and report on performance indicators that are specific, measurable, achievable, reasonable, and time-bound.  Establish, where possible, performance baseline data and expected performance targets for each expected result and include details on what sources of data will be used to document performance, how the indicators will be measured, frequency of measurement, and units of measure.  Where possible, indicators should also allow for sex disaggregation. Indicators should reflect key project outputs or outcomes that reflect the primary goals or objectives of the project and that the implementer can collect with high quality data.

	A sample Performance Monitoring & Evaluation Narrative and Plan Template is provided as an attachment to this NOFO.
		
9. Timeline (not to exceed one (1) page, preferably as a Word Document or Excel Sheet).  The timeline of the overall proposal should include activities and monitoring and evaluation efforts outlined in either in a monthly or quarterly format.


	Activities, Monitoring & Evaluation, Etc.
	     (Oct-Dec 2024) 
OR
October 2024
	 (Jan-Mar 2025) 
OR
November 2024
	 (Apr-May 2025) 
OR
December 2024

	Activity X
	X
	X
	

	Indicator X
	X
	X
	X

	Activity Z
	
	X
	X

	Etc.
	
	
	




10. Detailed Budget (must be an Excel workbook) that includes three (3) columns containing the request to U.S. Embassy Kinshasa for U.S. share of cost, any cost sharing contribution, and the total budget.  A Summary Budget should also be included using the OMB-approved budget categories (see SF-424A as a sample) in a separate tab.  Costs must be in U.S. Dollars.  Detailed line-item budgets for sub-grantees should be included as additional tabs within the Excel workbook (if available at the time of submission).  

For more information, Budget Guidance and Template for New Awards (FY2024) is provided as an attachment to this NOFO.
If an applicant’s budget does not follow OMB budget categories, the application will be deemed technically ineligible and will not be considered for funding.

11. Budget Narrative (preferably as a Word Document; (no maximum page limit). Justify each line-item in the budget and explain how the amounts were derived, consistent with the applicant’s documented policies, as well as the source and description of all proposed costs (and cost-share, if applicable). The Budget Narrative should complement the budget rather than repeat information provided in the budget.  For example, the narrative should provide details on the purpose of costs, reasonability of costs, cost price analysis, explain allocations, explain any yearly variances, and tie expenses to project activities and/or objectives where appropriate. Sources of all cost-share offered in the application should be identified and explained in the budget narrative. 

Personnel costs must include a clarification of the roles and responsibilities of all staff, base salary, and percentage of time devoted to the project (also known as level of effort).  The Budget Narrative should support the activities described in the proposal and provide additional information that might not be readily apparent in the Detailed Budget, not simply repeat what is represented numerically in the budget, i.e., salaries are for salaries or travel is for travel. 

If the Detailed Budget includes subawards, please include a separate Budget Narrative for each organization. Please note that subaward organizations must have a SAM.gov unique entity identifier (UEI) number (certain exceptions apply).

		For ease of review, it is highly recommended that applicants order the Budget 			Narrative in the same order as the Detailed Budget.  

See Tab 1 of Budget Guidance and Template for New Awards (FY2024), provided as an attachment, for more information.

A sample Budget Narrative Template is provided as an attachment to this NOFO.
		
12. Single Audit: a PDF file copy of your organization’s most recent single audit is required, if your organization meets the threshold as defined in 2 CFR 200 Subpart F. If your organization has not had a recent single audit (within your organization’s previous 3 fiscal years), you must submit your organization’s most recent independent financial audit. 

13. Key Personnel Summary: (not to exceed two (2) pages, preferably as a Word Document).  Include short bios that highlight relevant professional experience. Provides names, titles, roles, and experience/qualifications of key personnel involved in the project. Note the location where key staff will be based and percentage of their time (level of effort) that will be used in support of this project.

14. CV or Resume of Key Personnel: (no maximum page limit per CV or Resume).  Include name, work history and experience or qualifications of key personnel who are proposed for the project.

15. Additional Attachments:
· Letters of support from project partners describing the roles and 	responsibilities of each partner, if applicable/pre-identified
· Official permission documents/certificates for project activities
· Letter of Disclosure for proposed consultants/personnel (if applicable) 	of potential conflicts of interest, employment with a local/state/Federal 	government.
· Letter(s) of Institutional Support to indicate that the organization’s 	leadership is providing their support of the application (from PNMLS, PNLS and ANORS)
· Organization’s notarized statutes.
· Organization’s procedures manuals (Financial, administration, human resources, and procurement manuals)
· Organization’s cash ledger template to show the ability of the organization to track daily financial transactions.
· Organization’s recent monthly financial report to show the organization past history of managing financial transactions.	

Applications that do not include the elements listed above will be deemed technically ineligible.  To ensure that all applications receive a balanced evaluation, the Merit Review Panel will review from the first page of each section up to the page limit and no further.

	D.2.2 Additional Information Requested of Successful Applicants Receiving 	Notification of Intent

	Successful applicants must submit, after notification of intent to make a Federal award, 	but prior to issuance of a Federal award:
 
· Written responses and revised application documents addressing conditions and
	recommendations from the Merit Review Panel;
· A completed copy of the U.S. Department of State’s Financial Management Survey, if receiving U.S. Government funding for the first time;
· Submission of required banking information to U.S. Embassy Kinshasa at request of Grants Officer Representative or Financial Management Officer for new vendor creation in U.S. Department of State financial management systems; 
· Other requested information or documents included in the notification of intent to make a Federal award or subsequent communications prior to issuance of a Federal award.

D.3 Unique Entity Identifier and System for Award Management (SAM.gov) 

Required Registrations:

All applicants must have a Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) and an active registration with SAM.gov before submitting an application.  U.S. Embassy Kinshasa may not review applications from or make awards to applicants that have not completed all applicable UEI and SAM.gov requirements.  A UEI is one of the data elements mandated by Public Law 109-282, the Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act (FFATA), for all Federal awards.  

Note:  As of April 2022, a DUNS number is no longer required for federal assistance applications.
The 2 CFR 200 requires that sub-grantees obtain a UEI number.  Please note the UEI for sub-grantees is not required at the time of application but will be required before an award is processed and/or directed to a sub-grantee. 
Note:  The process of obtaining or renewing a SAM.gov registration may take anywhere from 4-8 weeks.  Please begin your registration as early as possible.
· Organizations based outside of the United States and that do not pay employees within the United States do not need an EIN from the IRS but do need a UEI number prior to registering in SAM.gov.  
All prime organizations must, at all times during which they have an active Federal award or application under consideration by any Federal awarding agency, maintain an active SAM.gov registration with current information.  SAM.gov requires all entities to renew their registration once a year to maintain an active registration status in SAM.gov.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure it has an active registration in SAM.gov and to maintain that active registration.  If an applicant has not fully complied with the requirements at the time of application, the applicant may be deemed technically ineligible to receive an award and use that determination as a basis for making an award to another applicant. 

	D.3.1 Exemptions
An exemption from the UEI and sam.gov registration requirements may be permitted on a case-by-case basis if:
· An applicant’s identity must be protected due to potential endangerment of their mission, their organization’s status, their employees, or individuals being served by the applicant.

· For an applicant, if the Federal awarding agency makes a determination that there are exigent circumstances that prohibit the applicant from receiving a unique entity identifier and completing SAM registration prior to receiving a Federal award. In these instances, Federal awarding agencies must require the recipient to obtain a unique entity identifier and complete SAM registration within 30 days of the Federal award date.

	Organizations requesting exemption from UEI or SAM.gov requirements must email the 	point of contact listed in the NOFO in Section G at least two weeks prior to 	the deadline stated in the NOFO and provide a justification for their request.  	UEI/SAM.gov Exemption must be approved by a warranted Grants Officer before the 	application can be deemed eligible for review. 
[bookmark: h.j3cqnkumzr3g]	
D.4 Submission Dates and Times  

Applications are due no later than 17:15 DRC Kinshasa time on Tuesday June 18, 2024, at KinshasaPEPFAR@state.gov under the announcement title “PEPFAR DRC Community-Led Monitoring (CLM) Program,” funding opportunity number “AFPCO-24-02.”  

[bookmark: _Hlk94611938]GRANTS.gov automatically logs the date and time an application submission is made, and the Department of State will use this information to determine whether an application has been submitted on time.  Late applications are neither reviewed nor considered.  Known system errors caused by GRANTS.gov that are outside of the applicant’s control will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.  Applicants should not expect a notification from U.S. Embassy Kinshasa confirming receipt of their application. 

D.5 Funding Limitations, Restrictions, and other Considerations

U.S. Embassy Kinshasa will not consider applications that reflect any type of support for any member, affiliate, or representative of a designated terrorist organization. Please refer the link for Foreign Terrorist Organizations:  https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/ 
Project activities whose direct beneficiaries are foreign militaries or paramilitary groups or individuals will not be considered for U.S. Embassy Kinshasa funding given purpose limitations on funding. 

The Leahy Law prohibits Department foreign assistance funds from supporting foreign security force units if the Secretary of State has credible information that the unit has committed a gross violation of human rights.  Per 22 USC §2378d(a) (2017), “No assistance shall be furnished under this chapter [FOREIGN ASSISTANCE] or the Arms Export Control Act [22 USC 2751 et seq.] to any unit of the security forces of a foreign country if the Secretary of State has credible information that such unit has committed a gross violation of human rights.”  Restrictions may apply to any proposed assistance to police or other law enforcement.  Among these, pursuant to section 620M of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended (FAA), no assistance provided through this funding opportunity may be furnished to any unit of the security forces of a foreign country when there is credible information that such unit has committed a gross violation of human rights.  In accordance with the requirements of section 620M of the FAA, also known as the Leahy law, project beneficiaries or participants from a foreign government’s security forces may need to be vetted by the Department before the provision of any assistance.  If a proposed grant or cooperative agreement will provide assistance to foreign security forces or personnel, compliance with the Leahy Law is required. 

In addition, funds cannot be made available to any individual or organization that has committed serious human rights abuse. 

Organizations should be cognizant of these restrictions when developing project proposals as these restrictions will require appropriate due diligence of program beneficiaries and collaboration with U.S. Embassy Kinshasa to ensure compliance with these restrictions.  Program beneficiaries subject to due diligence vetting will include any individuals or entities that are beneficiaries of foreign assistance funding or support.  

D.6 Other Submission Requirements

All application submissions must be made electronically to KinshasaPEPFAR@state.gov

Faxed or couriered documents will not be accepted.  Reasonable accommodations may, in appropriate circumstances, be provided to applicants with disabilities or for security reasons.  

Applicants must follow all formatting instructions in the applicable NOFO and these instructions.




E. APPLICATION REVIEW INFORMATION

E.1 Proposal Review Criteria 
[bookmark: h.1fob9te]
The U.S. Embassy Kinshasa Merit Review Panel will evaluate each application individually against the following criteria, listed below in order of importance, and not against competing applications.  Please use the below criteria as a reference, but do not structure your application according to the sub-sections. 

[bookmark: _Hlk95728253]Quality and Project Design – 20 points:  The project idea is well-developed and responsive to the policy and program objective of the NOFO. The applicant describes the project’s potential contribution to solving the problem addressed in the problem statement. The application clearly: defines the problem, it’s causes, stakeholders, and existing research/data; the approach taken to solve the problem; and realistic milestones to indicate progress. 

Organizational Capacity – 15 points: The applicant demonstrates an institutional record of successful projects in the content area proposed. The applicant demonstrates experience (e.g., has previously worked and/or has established contacts/partners) in the proposed country/territory/region. The organization has expertise in its stated field and has adequate staffing to manage the proposed project. The applicant demonstrates capacity for responsible fiscal management of donor funding (e.g., successful management of a previous grant or sub-award, single audit findings, exclusions, etc.). 

Project Planning/Ability to Achieve Objectives – 20 points: Goals and objectives are clearly stated and project approach is likely to provide maximum impact in achieving the proposed results. The applicant proposes activities that are feasible, and are also practical, and/or experiential in nature to encourage innovation. The applicant addresses how the project will engage or obtain support from relevant stakeholders and/or identifies local partners. Project logic is sound showing plausible pathways to achieve project outcomes. Key assumptions and risks have been identified and their potential influences described. The applicant acknowledges if activities similar to those proposed are already taking or have taken place previously and provides an explanation as to how proposed new activities will not duplicate or merely add to existing/recent activities. 

Detailed Budget & Budget Narrative – 15 points: The budget justification is detailed, accounting for all necessary expenses to achieve proposed activities.  Costs are reasonable in relation to the proposed activities and anticipated results and provide detail of calculations, including estimation methods, quantities, unit costs, labor in-put and responsibilities, procurement practice and policy information, and other similar quantitative detail. 
Monitoring & Evaluation/Sustainability – 15 points: Applicant demonstrates ability to measure project success against key indicators and provides milestones to indicate progress toward goals outlined in the proposal. The project includes output and outcome indicators and shows how and when those will be measured and who will be responsible for them. The applicant clearly details how activities will result in benefits that will continue beyond the funding period. 

Support of Equity and Underserved Communities – 15 points:  Proposals should clearly demonstrate how the project will support and advance equity and engage underserved communities in project administration, design, and implementation.  

[bookmark: h.3znysh7]E.2 Review and Selection Process

The Department of State is committed to ensuring a competitive and standardized process for awarding funding. Applications will be screened initially in a Technical Eligibility Review stage to determine whether applicants meet the eligibility requirements outlined in section C and have submitted all required documents outlined in section D.  Applications that do not meet these requirements will not advance beyond the Technical Eligibility Review stage and will be deemed ineligible for funding under this NOFO. 
 
All applications that are deemed eligible will proceed to the Merit Review Panel consisting of U.S. Government subject matter and/or country-specific experts and will be rated on a 100-point scale. U.S. Embassy Kinshasa reserves the right to request the assistance of non-U.S. Government Subject Matter Experts (SMEs), if appropriate to the solicitation. Point values for individual elements of the application are presented Section E.1 Proposal Review Criteria.  Merit Review Panel Reviewers’ ratings, and any resulting recommendations, are advisory. Merit Review Panel Reviewers may provide conditions and recommendations on applications to enhance the proposed project, which must be addressed by the applicant before further consideration of the award. 

The Merit Review Panel’s recommendations may be subject to a final review and high-level approval at the discretion of the U.S. Embassy Kinshasa’s senior level official and will be influenced by whether the application meets the Department of State’s programmatic goals and objectives, how it supports the Department’s overarching foreign policy priorities, and the geographic distribution of the top-ranking applications. The decision for the final award determination rests with the Grants Officer. 

E.2 Responsibility/Qualification Information in SAM.gov (formerly, FAPIIS)
The Department of State anticipates that the Federal share announced under this NOFO may be greater than the simplified acquisition threshold over the period of performance (see §200.01 Simplified Acquisition Threshold) and is therefore informing all applicants that:

1. The Department of State, prior to making a Federal award with a total amount of Federal share greater than the simplified acquisition threshold, is required to review and consider any information about the applicant that is in the U.S. government designated integrity and performance system accessible through SAM.gov (see 41 U.S.C. 2313);

2. An applicant, at its option, may review and comment on any information about itself that a Federal awarding agency previously entered. Currently, federal agencies create integrity records in the integrity module of the Contractor Performance Assessment and Reporting System (CPARS) and these records are visible as responsibility/qualification records in SAM.gov;

3. The Department of State will consider any comments by the applicant, in addition to the other information in the designated integrity and performance system, in making a judgment about the applicant's integrity, business ethics, and record of performance under Federal awards when completing the review of risk posed by applicants as described in §200.206 Federal awarding agency review of risk posed by applicants.


F. FEDERAL AWARD ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION

F.1 Federal Award Notices

U.S. Embassy Kinshasa will provide a separate notification to applicants on the result of their applications.  Successful applicants will receive a letter electronically via email requesting that the applicant respond to the Merit Review Panel’s conditions and recommendations.  This notification is not an authorization to begin activities and does not constitute formal approval or a funding commitment. 

Final approval is contingent on the applicant successfully responding to the review Merit Review Panel’s conditions and recommendations; being registered in required systems; and completing and providing any additional documentation requested by U.S. Embassy Kinshasa or the Grants Officer.  Final approval is also contingent on Congressional Notification requirements being met and final review and approval by the U.S. Department of State’s warranted Grants Officer.  

The notice of Federal award signed by the U.S. Department of State’s warranted Grants Officer is the sole authorizing document.  The recipient may only start incurring project expenses beginning on the start date shown on the grant award document signed by the Grants Officer. If awarded, the notice of Federal award will be provided to the applicant’s Authorizing Designated Official via email to be electronically countersigned.

The Recipient must request payment under this award by completing form SF-270—Request for Advance or Reimbursement and submitting the form to the Grants Officer. Unless otherwise stipulated, the Recipient may request payments on a reimbursement or advance basis.

Advance payments must be limited to the minimum amounts needed and be timed to be in accordance with the actual, immediate cash requirements of the Recipient in carrying out the purpose of this award. The timing and amount of advance payments must be as close as is administratively feasible to the actual disbursements by the Recipient for direct program or project costs and the proportionate share of any allowable indirect costs.

F.2 Administrative and National Policy and Legal Requirements

U.S. Embassy Kinshasa requires all recipients of foreign assistance funding to comply with all applicable Department and Federal laws and regulations, including but not limited to the following: 

[bookmark: _Hlk95731395]The Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards set forth in 2 CFR Chapter 200 (Sub-Chapters A through F) shall apply to all non-Federal entities, except for assistance awards to Individuals and Foreign Public Entities.  Sub-Chapters A through E shall apply to all foreign organizations, and Sub-Chapters A through D shall apply to all U.S. and foreign for-profit entities. The applicant/recipient of the award and any sub-recipient under the award must comply with all applicable terms and conditions, in addition to the assurance and certifications made part of the Notice of Award.  The Department’s Standard Terms and Conditions can be viewed at https://www.state.gov/about-us-office-of-the-procurement-executive/.  

Before submitting an application, applicants should review all the terms and conditions and required certifications which will apply to this award, to ensure that they will be able to comply. These include:

· 2 CFR 25 - UNIVERSAL IDENTIFIER AND SYSTEM FOR AWARD MANAGEMENT
· 2 CFR 170 - REPORTING SUBAWARD AND EXECUTIVE COMPENSATION INFORMATION
· 2 CFR 175 - AWARD TERM FOR TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS
· 2 CFR 182 - GOVERNMENTWIDE REQUIREMENTS FOR DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE (FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE)
· 2 CFR 183 - NEVER CONTRACT WITH THE ENEMY
· 2 CFR 600 – DEPARTMENT OF STATE REQUIREMENTS

In accordance with the Office of Management and Budget’s guidance located at 2 CFR part 200, all applicable Federal laws, and relevant Executive guidance, the Department of State will review and consider applications for funding, as applicable to specific programs, pursuant to this notice of funding opportunity in accordance with the following: 
· Guidance for Grants and Agreements in Title 2 of the Code of Federal Regulations (2 CFR), as updated in the Federal Register’s 85 FR 49506 on August 13, 2020, particularly on:
· Selecting recipients most likely to be successful in delivering results based on the program objectives through an objective process of evaluating Federal award applications (2 CFR part 200.205),
· Prohibiting the purchase of certain telecommunication and video surveillance services or equipment in alignment with section 889 of the National Defense Authorization Act of 2019 (Pub. L. No. 115—232) (2 CFR part 200.216),
· Promoting the freedom of speech and religious liberty in alignment with Promoting Free Speech and Religious Liberty (E.O. 13798) and Improving Free Inquiry, Transparency, and Accountability at Colleges and Universities (E.O. 13864) (§§ 200.300, 200.303, 200.339, and 200.341), 
· Providing a preference, to the extent permitted by law, to maximize use of goods, products, and materials produced in the United States (2 CFR part 200.322), and
· Terminating agreements in whole or in part to the greatest extent authorized by law if an award no longer effectuates the program goals or agency priorities (2 CFR part 200.340).

F.3 Reporting 
Applicants should be aware that U.S. Embassy Kinshasa awards will require that all reports (financial and performance progress) be submitted via email to the Grants Officer and Grants Officer Representative on a quarterly basis.  The Federal Financial Report (FFR or SF-425) is the required form for the financial reports. The performance progress reports must:  include a narrative as described below; reflect the focus on measuring the project’s progress on the overarching objectives; and be compiled according to the objectives, outcomes, and outputs as outlined in the award’s Scope of Work (SOW) and in the Performance Monitoring & Evaluation Narrative and Plan (PMENP).  An assessment of the overall project’s impact should be included in each performance progress report.  Where relevant, performance progress reports should include the following sections: 

· Relevant contextual information (limited);
· Explanation and evaluation of significant activities of the reporting period and how the activities reflect progress toward achieving objectives, including meeting benchmarks/targets as set in the SOW and PMENP;
· Any tangible impact or success stories from the project, when possible; 
· Copy of mid-term and/or final evaluation report(s) conducted by an external evaluator; if applicable;
· Relevant supporting documentation or products related to the project activities (such as articles, meeting lists and agendas, participant surveys, photos, manuals, etc.) as separate attachments;
· Description of how the recipient is pursuing sustainability, including looking for sources of follow-on funding;
· Any problems/challenges in implementing the project and a corrective action plan with an updated timeline of activities; 
· Reasons why established goals were not met; 
· Data for the required indicator(s) for the quarter as well as aggregate data by fiscal year;  
· Proposed activities for the next quarter; and,
· Additional pertinent information, including analysis and explanation of cost overruns or high unit costs, if applicable.

Recipient is responsible for monitoring the activities, performance, and expenditures of any subrecipient(s). Recipient must have monitoring tools in place to ensure that subaward(s) is used for authorized purposes, and that the subrecipient(s) is complying with applicable regulations and the terms and conditions of the subaward (2 CFR §200.332).

Applicants should be aware of the post award reporting requirements reflected in 2 CFR 200 Appendix XII—Award Term and Condition for Recipient Integrity and Performance Matters.

Foreign Assistance Data Review:  As required by Congress, the Department of State must make progress in its efforts to improve tracking and reporting of foreign assistance data through the Foreign Assistance Data Review (FADR).  The FADR requires tracking of foreign assistance activity data from budgeting, planning, and allocation through obligation and disbursement.  Successful applicants will be required to report and draw down Federal funding based on the appropriate FADR Data Elements, indicated within their award documentation.  

A final narrative and financial report must also be submitted within 120 days after the expiration of the award.

Please note:  Delays in reporting may result in delays of payment approvals and failure to provide required reports may jeopardize the recipient's’ ability to receive future U.S. Government funds.  U.S. Embassy Kinshasa reserves the right to request any additional programmatic and/or financial project information during the award period.


G.  CONTACT INFORMATION 

For technical submission questions related to this NOFO, please contact NgalulaC@state.gov

For assistance with GRANTS.gov, please call 1-800-518-4726 (U.S.) or 1-606-545-5035 (International) or email support@grants.gov.  Grants.gov is available 24 hours a day 7 days a week excluding federal holidays.

[bookmark: _Hlk86777127]For a list of Federal holidays visit:
https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/pay-leave/Federal-holidays/

Except for technical submission questions, during the NOFO period U.S. Department of State staff in Washington and overseas shall not discuss this competition with applicants until the entire proposal review process has been completed and rejection and approval letters have been transmitted.


H.  OTHER INFORMATION 

Applicants should be aware that U.S. Embassy Kinshasa understands that some information contained in applications may be considered sensitive or proprietary and will make appropriate efforts to protect such information.  However, applicants are advised that U.S. Embassy Kinshasa cannot guarantee that such information will not be disclosed, including pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) or other similar statutes. 

The information in this NOFO is binding and may not be modified by any U.S. Embassy Kinshasa representative.  Explanatory information provided by U.S. Embassy Kinshasa that contradicts this language will not be binding.  Issuance of this NOFO does not constitute an award commitment on the part of the U.S. Government, nor does it commit the U.S. Government to pay for costs incurred in the preparation and submission of proposals. Further, the U.S. Government reserves the right to reject any or all proposals received.

Background Information on U.S. Embassy Kinshasa

[bookmark: h.3dy6vkm]U.S. Embassy Kinshasa through the U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) has the mission of empowering patients and communities to seek out this information, increase health literacy, expand engagement with health service delivery, support demand creation, and demand accountability from the health system to improve and deliver these services. Embassy Kinshasa typically focuses its work to support efforts to achieve HIV epidemic control through implementation of evidence-based interventions to drive progress in HIV prevention, care and treatment and ultimately, save lives. 

Attachments:
· Detailed Budget - Budget Guidance and Template for New Awards FADR (FY2024) 
· Budget Narrative – 2024 Budget Narrative Template



