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NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD
This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the U.S. Geological Survey’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.

	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	USGS-20-FA-0097 

	Project Title
	Research Assistant for Data Collection and Management and Interpretive Studies Related to the USGS Mission at the Idaho National Laboratory 



	Recipient
	Idaho State University

	Principal Investigator / Program Manager
	Dr. Glenn Thackray (ISU) / Roy Bartholomay (USGS)

	Anticipated Federal Amount
	Planned Obligation Value: $80,277

	Cost Share
	N/A

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	Planned Obligation Value: $80,277

	New Award or Continuation?
	New

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	Date of Award to 7/31/2022

	Award Instrument
	Cooperative Agreement 

	CFDA # and Title
	15.808 Research & Data Collection 

	USGS Point of Contact
	Cheryl Ciccarelli cciccarelli@usgs.gov 916-278-9346
Sasha Klingler sklingler@usgs.gov 916-278-9333


OVERVIEW
The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) intends to fund one research assistant at Idaho State University to assist with data collection, data management, and interpretive studies related to its mission at the Idaho National Laboratory (INL). The USGS, in cooperation with the U. S. Department of Energy (DOE) has developed an extensive borehole network for the collection of geohydrologic, hydraulic, geochemical, and radiochemical data in order to address concerns about contamination of the eastern Snake River Plain aquifer at the INL. These data are used in interpretive studies to describe the temporal and spatial distribution of the radioactive and chemical waste solutes and to define and describe the processes that control their concentration

and migration rates including advection, dispersion, adsorption, dilution, radioactive decay, and chemical reactions. The purpose of this program description is to describe the types of activities to be conducted by research assistance funded by the USGS. Activities will be limited to those that have a direct application to the groundwater contamination issues of the eastern Snake River Plain aquifer at and near the INL.

RECIPIENT AND USGS INVOLVEMENT
There will be substantial United States Geological Survey (USGS) involvement in this project. The USGS Project Officer will have substantial involvement in working with the Research Assistant and will periodically be present in the ISU Department of Geosciences for meetings and discussions.
SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.



	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.
(6) Cooperative Agreements - USGS Unique Authority cited at 43 U.S.C. 36d (Federal, State, and academic partners) or DOI Authority cited at 43 U.S.C. 1457b (not-for-profit organizations).




Single Source Justification Description

USGS did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria: 

 (4) Unique Qualifications – 
The USGS and Idaho State University have utilized graduate students from the Chemistry, Geology, and Physics departments in a variety of ways relating to the borehole network and subsurface geohydrology of the eastern Snake River Plain aquifer at and near the Idaho National Laboratory. This includes recent Graduate Research Assistantships that are co-supervised by the USGS and university specializing in their departments’ related work. The research they conduct is of direct benefit to both the university as well as USGS. Idaho State University is the only local entity who can provide graduate students and professor/scientists who have knowledge and expertise in the chemistry, geology, and physics of the Idaho locations that relates to the programs and disciplines of both USGS and the university graduate schools. No other local entities possess the familiarity with the specialized and on-going science conducted by both Idaho State University and USGS in the specific geographic location of Idaho as well as familiarity with the borehole network and subsurface properties where this research is conducted.
(6) Cooperative Agreements - USGS Unique Authority cited at 43 U.S.C. 36d (Federal, State, and academic partners).
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

43 USC 31, 43 USC 36c and 43 USC 36d.
The statutory authorities read as follows: 
43 U.S. Code § 31.   Director of United States Geological Survey
(a) Establishment of office; appointment and duties; examination of geological structure, mineral resources, and products of national domain; prohibitions in respect to lands and surveys
(b) Examination of geological structure, mineral resources, and products outside national domain
(Mar. 3, 1879, ch. 182, 20 Stat. 394; Pub. L. 87–626, §§ 1, 2, Sept. 5, 1962, 76 Stat. 427; Pub. L. 93–608, § 2(6), Jan. 2, 1975, 88 Stat. 1971; Pub. L. 102–154, title I, Nov. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1000; Pub. L. 104–66, title I, § 1081(e), Dec. 21, 1995, 109 Stat. 721.)
TITLE 43 - PUBLIC LANDS

CHAPTER 2 - UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

43 U.S. Code § 36c. Acceptance of contributions from public and private sources; cooperation with other agencies in prosecution of projects.  
In fiscal year 1987 and thereafter the United States Geological Survey is authorized to accept lands, buildings, equipment, and other contributions from public and private sources and to prosecute projects in cooperation with other agencies, Federal, State, or private.

(Pub. L. 99–500, § 101(h) [title I], Oct. 18, 1986, 100 Stat. 1783–242, 1783–252, and Pub. L. 99–591, §101(h) [title I], Oct. 30, 1986, 100 Stat. 3341–242, 3341–252; Pub. L. 102–154, title I, Nov. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1000.)
43 U.S. Code § 36d.   Cooperative agreements
Notwithstanding the provisions of the Federal Grant and Cooperative Agreement Act of 1977 (31 U.S.C. 6301–6308), the United States Geological Survey is authorized to continue existing, and on and after November 10, 2003, to enter into new cooperative agreements directed towards a particular cooperator, in support of joint research and data collection activities with Federal, State, and academic partners funded by appropriations herein, including those that provide for space in cooperator facilities.

(Pub. L. 108–108, title I, Nov. 10, 2003, 117 Stat. 1254.)
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