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Project Title: Owyhee Watershed and Snake River Plain Youth and Young Adult Opportunity

Maximum Available Funding in FY22: $420,000 (Highest potential amount for 1 award)
Project Background Information:  The Owyhee River watershed of Idaho is located between the Rocky Mountains and Great Basin, with the Snake River plain to the north and northeast and Great Basin to the south and west. This area is mostly dominated by an assortment of rhyolitic ash and basalt developed between 16 and 10 million years ago giving rise to an assortment of geology, plant communities and habitats. The rugged terrain is often dissected by river canyons and consists of rocky habitats, such as scree and talus slopes, rocky plateaus and gravelly rimrock benches, rocky ravines and cliff faces and crevices.  Elevational gradients are expressed with general floristic zonation from lower elevation salt desert scrub to sagebrush communities, climbing into juniper and mountain mahogany while aspen stands tuck into northerly facing aspects. Aquatic and riparian communities are a sparse treasure in this high desert serving biodiversity and niche habitat for a multitude of wildlife. While often overlooked by the common tourist, opportunities for recreation are abound in the Owyhee Uplands Back Country Byway, Owhyee Wilderness, Owyhee Wild and Scenic River, and the Snake River Plain with its ease of access. Per the Resource Management Plan decisions for the Bruneau, Owyhee and Four Rivers Field Offices, these projects support BLMs mission to provide multiple use while ensuring natural, cultural, and historic resources are maintained for present and future use. This project will fosters DOI priorities such as shared conservation stewardship, serving the American Family and getting America back to work by restoring public lands and waters, protecting biodiversity, and inspiring new generations of Americans to work towards conservation of public lands. Additionally, this partnership would advance the agency priority of moving towards conserving 30% of our lands and waters by 2030, with the projects at hand leveraging natural climate solutions. These opportunities provide knowledge of America's natural resources within the Owyhee watershed and greater Snake River Plain  to young people. Youth will gain an understanding of their role in promoting a sustainable land ethic and the intersecting challenge of land management for multiple use. End results would be for youth to expand their  knowledge base of resources on public lands, encapsulating all the shared experiences gained each day with fellow crew members and BLM specialists to cultivate future land management resource professionals.  

Project Objective: BLM, Boise District, Idaho has an opportunity to introduce youth and young adults to careers in the BLM through various backcountry work experiences within the Snake River Plain and Owyhee River watershed, specifically working for the conservation of upland vegetation, riparian resources, and enhancement of wilderness characteristics. Rangeland specialists, recreation planner, wilderness ranger, and botanist on staff would provide work experience to participants for their educational benefit and career exploration. Paricipants would learn about the value of public lands, further their understanding and appreciation of natural resources, wilderness characteristics, and pique their interest in the value of ecosystems and open space. From this they would gain an increased appreciation and understanding of our public lands, wilderness and of the value of public service, and are likely to become life-long advocates for those values.
This opportunity will be focused on wilderness trail work, the inventory, maintenance, and removal of fence lines, and inspection of range improvement projects and bird ladders within the Owyhee River watershed and portions of the Snake River Plain. All projects would be appropriate for students interested in exploring and living in remote backcountry areas with an interest in building an appreciation for geology, floristics, wildlife, working as a team, and multiple use management of our public lands. 

Opportunities would enhance core career skills such as problem solving, teamwork and collaboration, and communication skills as well as field skills including leave no trace, navigation/orientation, use of GPS equipment and maps, documentation, and safety. Previous experience with any or all of these skills would significantly enhance the student experience.  

Work Schedule:  Monday – Friday, generally 8 AM to 5PM, with flexable start/end dates from May-October. Weekends may be required based on project attributes, weather and site location. 
Qualification Requirements: This opportunity is suitable for youth interested in natural resource management related disciplines (recreation, wildlife biology, botany, environmental science, archaeology, hydrology, etc) or looking to gain increased appreciation for the outdoors and natural systems.  As stated in the duties this opportunity will require time outdoors and field work that is often under rigorous physical conditions.  

Housing:  Backcountry camping near work sites is strongly encouraged due to remote locations of project sites. ICC to provide all tents and camping gear. Agency cannot provide housing but may be able to assist in locating appropriate areas with Leave No Trace qualifications for camping. 

Vehicle Needs:  Four wheel drive vehicle is required for access to all sites. Six miles of fence removal in the South Fork of the Owyhee River requires UTV for access, all other project sites are accessible by standard high clearance 4-wheel drive vehicle. A personal vehicle is at the discretion of the individual. The closest regional airport is in Boise, Idaho with access to many major airports throughout the western and midwestern USA. Boise is also the closest city with all amenities. 

Other Project Considerations:

Food: Crew meals in the field to be provided by the ICC.
All Supplies: ICC would provide tents, camping equipment and all necessary hand tools for trail and fence building and maintenance including GPS units, cell phones. BLM would provide hard goods such as wire, braces, T-posts.  
Training Requirements: Recommendation for crew leads to have Wilderness First Aid certification. All participants would be required to engage in the BLM provided safety and Leave No Trace trainings.  
Travel: Once in the area, travel from one project site to the next is all that would be required.
Duties:  The successful crew would assist the Boise District BLM with fieldwork included in the table below. All estimates are based on a 4 to 5 person crew. Total duration for all projects listed below for a 5 day work week is 40.5 weeks. Timing of work non-issue but recommend working low to high elevation from May through September to decrease exposure to elements. Access may be weather dependent. (BFO = Bruneau Field Office; OFO = Owyhee Field Office; FRFO = Four Rivers Field Office; ESR = Emergency Stabilization and Rehabilitation)

	Project
	Location
	Metric
	Duration

	2023/2024

	Fenceline inventory and maintenance
	Bruneau Field Office, SE Allotments (BFO)
	20 miles
	2 weeks

	Trail Maintenance
	Perjue Trail (Little Jacks Ck Wilderness)
	6 miles
	4 weeks



	
	Parker Trail (Big Jacks Creek Wilderness, BFO)
	3 miles
	

	
	Roberson East Trail (Bruneau Jarbidge Rivers Wilderness, BFO)
	2 miles
	

	
	Tindal Traill (Bruneau Jarbidge Rivers Wilderness, BFO)
	2 miles
	

	Fence removal
	*Wild and Scenic South Fork Owyhee River (OFO)
	6 miles
	4 weeks

	
	North Fork Wilderness (OFO/BFO)
	2 miles
	2 weeks

	
	Graveyard Point Allotment exclosure (OFO)
	1.5 miles
	1 week

	
	Removal of 6 ESR exclosures (FRFO)
	6 miles
	4 weeks

	
	Jordan Fire temporary fence removal ESR (OFO)
	1 mile
	1 week

	Exclosure inventory and maintenance
	Currant Creek (North Fork Wilderness, OFO)
	1.5 miles
	1 week

	
	Hart Creek, Box T, and X exclosures (OFO)
	8 mile
	2 weeks

	Rangeland improvement inspections and bird ladder maintenance
	Inspections and installations across OFO
	20-30 inspections; 5 bird ladder installations
	2 weeks

	
	Inspections and installations across BFO
	20-30 inspections; 5 bird ladder installations
	2 weeks

	
	Inspections and installations across FRFO
	20-30 inspections; 5 bird ladder installations
	2 weeks

	2024/2025

	Rangeland improvement inspections and bird ladder maintenance
	Inspections and installations across OFO
	20-30 inspections; 5 bird ladder installations
	2 weeks

	
	Inspections and installations across BFO
	20-30 inspections; 5 bird ladder installations
	2 weeks

	
	Inspections and installations across FRFO
	20-30 inspections; 5 bird ladder installations
	2 weeks

	2025/2026

	Rangeland improvement inspections and bird ladder maintenance
	Inspections and installations across OFO
	20-30 inspections; 5 bird ladder installations
	2 weeks

	
	Inspections and installations across BFO
	20-30 inspections; 5 bird ladder installations
	2 weeks

	
	Inspections and installations across FRFO
	20-30 inspections; 5 bird ladder installations
	2 weeks

	2026/2027

	Rangeland improvement inspections and bird ladder maintenance
	Inspections and installations across OFO
	20-30 inspections; 5 bird ladder installations
	2 weeks

	
	Inspections and installations across BFO
	20-30 inspections; 5 bird ladder installations
	2 weeks

	
	Inspections and installations across FRFO
	20-30 inspections; 5 bird ladder installations
	2 weeks

	2027/2028

	Rangeland improvement inspections and bird ladder maintenance
	Inspections and installations across OFO
	20-30 inspections; 5 bird ladder installations
	2 weeks

	
	Inspections and installations across BFO
	20-30 inspections; 5 bird ladder installations
	2 weeks

	
	Inspections and installations across FRFO
	20-30 inspections; 5 bird ladder installations
	2 weeks

	Special Status Plant Exclosure inventory and maintenance 
	BFO, FRFO, OFO
	20 miles
	4 week

	ACEC monitoring - Relevant and Important Values
	BFO, FRFO, OFO
	10 ACECs
	1.5 weeks


*UTV access
BLM’s Involvement:BLM would provide basic project support relative to locations, access, and job specific attributes in addition to Leave No Trace and a basic safety training. BLM will have the right to intervene by modifying the project management plan, if project is not staying on schedule, technical issues arise, etc.  BLM and recipient will meet as needed to discuss progress and track project outcomes; review any training needs; and then make a decision what direction to take in finalizing project or move to the next phase.
BLM Program Contact:


Field PO Name: Gillian Wigglesworth

Field PO Email: gwiggles@blm.gov 
Applicants are encouraged to refer to the full program announcement number L23AS00246 posted on Grants.gov for all program requirements and applicable terms and conditions. Recipients selected for awards will be required to adhere to those requirements should an award be made.
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