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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Financial Assistance

				
NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD

This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the Bureau of Land Management’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.

	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement Number
	

	Project Title
	BLM-Alaska, Freshwater Fish Inventory Program, National Petroleum Reserve – Alaska (NPR-A)

	Recipient
	The State of Alaska, Department of Fish and Game, Sport Fish Division

	Program Officer
	
Matthew Whitman

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$360,000

	Cost Share
	[bookmark: _GoBack]None

	New Award or Continuation?
	New Award

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	3 years

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2019

	Award Instrument
	Cooperative Agreement 

	Statutory Authority
	SIKES ACT, 16 USC 670h and 670j. PL 86-797, Title II, Sec. 202, as added PL 93-452, Sec 2; as amended PL 97-396, Sec 4.  Sec 670h

	CFDA # and Title
	15.231 - Fish, Wildlife and Plant Conservation Resource Management

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	#4 - Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to performed the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability, if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications

	BLM Point of Contact
	Betty Lockard



OVERVIEW, RECIPIENT AND BLM SUBSTANTIAL INVOLVEMENT
Background:  The Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Sport Fish Division conducts an Alaska Freshwater Fish Inventory (AFFI) program throughout the State, with various regions being targeted depending on an evaluation of priorities and data gaps.  The State agency is the only entity that has conducted this program, which they have done successfully for more than the last two decades. The State also manages and maintains the official AFFI database as well as the Anadromous Waters Catalog (AWC). Various regions are targeted depending on an evaluation of priorities and data gaps. 
Over the next two summers, this program would be collecting information about fish species with the vast expanse of the NPR-A. To accomplish this task a targeted number of site would be used on both State and BLM lands.  The Alaska Freshwater Fish Inventory (AFFI) program has been conducted by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G), Sport Fish Division throughout the State for more than two decades.  The information obtained through the inventory will be part of the AFFI database as well as the Anadromous Waters Catalog (AWC). Various regions are targeted depending on an evaluation of priorities and data gaps. The type of information collected (distribution of fish species) can be a valuable contribution to the BLM’s land management decisions and site-specific mitigations related to oil and gas exploration and development in the NPR-A.
Objectives: The primary objective of this program is to systematically sample streams and rivers on public and State lands for fish species present with backpack and boat-based electrofishing. This information will then be quality-reviewed and incorporated in the State’s AFFI database. Sites where anadromous fish species were captured will then be nominated for inclusion in the State’s Anadromous Waters Catalog (AWC).
Recipient:  The State of Alaska, Department of Fish and Game, Sport Fish Division
Program Goals: 
1.	July-Aug, 2016: Sample streams and rivers in the NPR-A.
2.	September 2016 - June 2017: Analyze and organize data; incorporate information into the AFFI; make nominations to the AWC.
BLM’s Substantial Involvement:  There will be substantive BLM programmatic involvement through the BLM Program Officer (PO) collaborating with the Recipient's Project Officer (RPO) to manage all stages of project development, implementation, and evaluation.  Recipients and the BLM will share responsibility for project management, control, and direction although the BLM will have the right to intervene by modifying the project management plan if the project is not staying on schedule or technical issues arise.
Additional:  The BLM PO has been involved with the coordinating and prioritization of site selections with the State, and has provided logistical support as far as camp locations and fuel sites.  The State has is going through fiscal crisis, and now needs BLM financial support as well. 

SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION
	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.

	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose; 

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.



BLM did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria:

(4) Unique Qualifications - The State of Alaska Department of Fish and Game, has the responsibility to provide for fish and wildlife habitat improvement or modifications; and provide adequate protection for fish and wildlife officially classified as threatened or endangered.  The State has been working on the conducting the Alaska Freshwater Fish Inventory (AFFI) program throughout the State for more than the last two decades.  They are the only entity to do the inventory, manage and maintain the official AFFI database as well as the Anadromous Waters Catalog (AWC).
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