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The Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP), Executive Office of the President, is seeking applications from public nonprofit institutions/organizations (includes institutions of higher education and hospitals) to perform research and analysis of data to inform drug policy. 

This project seeks to further refine and geographically expand a methodology for obtaining drug early warning indicators through broader testing of urine samples that were previously collected and tested as part of an existing drug test protocol.  This method was initially developed using local criminal justice populations – including persons in pre-trial or lock-up, parolees or probationers, and drug court participants.  Similar methodology is promising for use in other venues, such as in trauma units and emergency departments, where biological samples are often collected from patients. Before the specimens are discarded, the project will re-test them for an expanded panel of drugs, including synthetic cannabinoids, to determine what old and new illicit drugs are detected or missed by conventional testing protocols, and how the drug patterns might vary by subpopulation and geography.  Bypassing the expense of collecting the original specimens and re-using those that have already been tested with known results yields a relatively inexpensive and timely picture of emerging drugs in a given subpopulation and locality. ONDCP is seeking to apply this testing methodology to Emergency Department populations in locations throughout the United States.

Deadline

Applicants must register with Grants.gov prior to submitting an application.  All applications are due to be submitted and in receipt of a successful validation message in Grants.gov by 5:00 p.m., Eastern Time, on September 14, 2020.

Applicants who experience unforeseen Grants.gov technical issues that prevent them from submitting their application by the deadline must submit all required application materials to June Sivilli at jsivilli@ondcp.eop.gov no later than 5:00 p.m. on September 14, 2020, via email (including a brief explanation of the technical issues that prevented application through Grants.gov) and request approval for acceptance of the separate application.


Contact Information

For technical assistance with submitting an application, contact Grants.gov Customer Support Hotline at 800-518-4726 or 606-545-5035, or via email to support@grants.gov.  The Grants.gov Support Hotline hours of operation are 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, except Federal holidays.

Applicants who experience unforeseen Grants.gov technical issues beyond their control that prevent them from submitting their application, by the deadline, must email all required application data to jsivilli@ondcp.eop.gov within 24 hours after the application deadline, including a brief explanation of issues experienced, and request approval for acceptance of the separate application.

For assistance with any other requirements of this solicitation, applicants may contact June Sivilli, Office of National Drug Control Policy, by telephone at 202-395-5526 or by email at jsivilli@ONDCP.EOP.GOV.

Eligibility

ONDCP encourages applications from public nonprofit institution/organization (includes institutions of higher education and hospitals).  Applicants must have expert knowledge and extensive experience in conducting research and analysis.  


ONDCP Emergency Department Substance Use Surveillance System
Cooperative Agreement

A.  Program Description

Overview
This project seeks to refine and geographically expand a methodology for obtaining drug early warning indicators from expanded testing of urine samples that were previously collected and tested as part of an existing drug test protocol. This method was initially developed using local criminal justice populations – including persons in pre-trial or lock-up, parolees or probationers, and drug court participants. Similar methodology is promising for use in other venues, such as in trauma units and emergency departments, where biological samples are often collected from patients. ONDCP seeks to apply this methodology to emergency department populations. (See Dezman et al., 2020, High Prevalence of Fentanyl Detected by the Maryland Emergency Department Drug Surveillance System — Baltimore, Maryland, 2019, Mortality and Morbidity Weekly Report, June 12, 69:20 724-26, available at: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7315791/).  ONDCP seeks to expand this methodology beyond Maryland to a purposive sample of emergency department populations throughout the United States to determine the extent of geographic variability in the outcome of testing for an expanded panel of illicit drugs.

Before the specimens are discarded, this project will re-test them for an expanded panel of drugs. The awardee will work with ONDCP to determine specific metabolites to include in the expanded test panel beyond the NIDA-5 drugs, including synthetic cannabinoids and opioids. The awardee will also establish working relationships with emergency departments that can provide the specimens to be re-tested in this project. Analysis of the expanded drug test results will provide essential information on what old and new illicit drugs are detected or missed by conventional testing protocols, and how the drug patterns might vary by subpopulation and geography. Bypassing the expense of collecting the original specimens and re-using those that have already been tested with known results yields a relatively inexpensive and timely picture of emerging drugs in a given subpopulation and locality. 

Authorizing Statutes and Governing Regulations Applicable to this Funding Opportunity:  The authority for this opportunity is the SUPPORT for Patients and Communities Act, (Pub. L. No. 115-271), 21 U.S.C. §§ 1701 et seq. and applicable appropriations statutes providing funding to ONDCP for this purpose.  The Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards are applicable to the government and applicants, grant applications, and grant awards to non-Federal entities.  See, 2 CFR Part 200, et seq., as adopted in full by ONDCP via 2 CFR Part 3603, et seq.

B.  Federal Award Information 

ONDCP expects to award one Federal cooperative agreement under the Emergency Department Substance Use Surveillance System, for a one-year period, beginning in September 2020.  

All applications and awards are subject to such additional requirements expressed in governing law.  See, 2 CFR Part 200, et seq.

ONDCP expects that it will make an award of financial assistance from this announcement in the form of a cooperative agreement.  Substantial involvement of ONDCP is anticipated from staff in the Office of Performance and Budget, in the form of regular project consultation – at minimum on a monthly basis; review of draft reports, and coordination of activities that involve other government agencies.

Estimated Amount and Length of Award

Cooperative Agreement Amount:	Up to $300,000
Project Period:				12 months (September 2020 through September 2021)

Financial Management and System of Internal Controls

If selected for funding, the non-Federal entity (NFE) must:

(a) Establish and maintain effective internal controls over the Federal award that provides reasonable assurance that the non-Federal entity is managing the Federal award in compliance with Federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions of the Federal award.  These internal controls should be in compliance with the guidance in “Standards for Internal Control in the Federal Government,” issued by the Comptroller General of the United States and the “Internal Control Integrated Framework,” issued by the Committee of Sponsoring Organizations of the Treadway Commission (COSO).
(b) Comply with Federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions of the Federal awards.
(c) Evaluate and monitor the non-Federal entity’s compliance with statute, regulations, and the terms and conditions of the Federal awards.
(d) Take prompt action when instances of noncompliance are identified, including noncompliance identified in audit findings.
(e) Take reasonable measures to safeguard protected personally identified information and other information the Federal awarding agency or pass-through entity designates as sensitive or the non-Federal entity considers sensitive consistent with applicable Federal, state, and local laws regarding privacy and obligations of confidentiality.

C.  Eligibility Information

ONDCP encourages applications from public nonprofit institution/organization (includes institutions of higher education and hospitals).  Applicants must have expert knowledge and extensive experience in conducting research and analysis.  

D.  Application and Submission Information

This application contains everything needed to apply for financial assistance from ONDCP.

Content and Form of Application Submission

Application Content

1. Eligibility:
ONDCP encourages applications from public nonprofit institution/organizations (includes institutions of higher education and hospitals).  Applicants must have expert knowledge and extensive experience in conducting research and analysis.  

Further, each applicant should also view the eligibility requirements.   

2.  Technical Expertise and Experience:
This project requires expertise in data analysis and reporting, particularly in the area of expanding drug testing panels to include new and emerging drugs.  This project also requires prior experience in collecting and analyzing urine specimens, and expertise to help ONDCP in determining specific metabolites to include in the expanded test panel beyond the NIDA-5 drugs, including synthetic cannabinoid variants.  Experience in recruiting organizations in specific localities to participate in the study and in establishing working relationships with such organizations to provide the specimens to be re-tested in this project is highly desirable.

3. Program Narrative:  

The narrative must respond to the announcement and the specified criteria in Section E.  The program narrative should be double-spaced, using standard 12-point font, with 1-inch margins and should not exceed 20 pages.  Please number pages in the following manner: “1 of 20,” “2 of 20,” etc. 

The following sections should be included:

· Project design and implementation, including outlining the methodology and tasks involved in the study; 
· Organizational capabilities and competencies of key personnel; and 
· The project timeline of each deliverable with the expected completion date for draft and final deliverables.

4. Budget Detail Worksheet and Budget Narrative:

Applicant must provide an itemized budget for the cooperative agreement period.  Applicant must submit budget worksheets and budget narrative in one file.  At a minimum, the following categories need to be addressed:  Personnel, Fringe Benefits, Overtime, Travel, Facilities, Services, Equipment, Supplies, Other Costs, and Indirect Costs.  The budget narrative should thoroughly and clearly describe every category of expense listed in the worksheet.  

Proposed budgets are expected to include all direct and indirect costs necessary for project activities related to the Federal award.  The budget should be reasonable, in nature and amount, not exceeding that which would be incurred by a prudent person.  It must be allowable, reflecting costs which are necessary for the performance of the Federal award, consistent with policies and procedures that apply uniformly to both federally-financed and other activities of the non-Federal entity and determined in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles in a cost-effective manner.  The narrative should be mathematically sound and correspond with the information and figures provided in the budget detail worksheet.  The narrative should explain how costs were calculated and how they are relevant to the completion of the proposed project.  (Also, see Section B for further information.)


5. Performance Measures: 

The awardee will be required to provide to ONDCP quarterly progress reports on all required performance areas.  Additionally, awardee will provide monthly progress reports that will serve as the focus of monthly conference calls or in-person meetings between the grantee and ONDCP to review progress; and the timely delivery of draft and final deliverables.

6. What an Application Must Include:

Applicants should anticipate that applications that are determined to be nonresponsive to the announcement, or that do not include the application elements that ONDCP considers to be critical, will neither proceed in the review process nor receive further consideration.  The following are considered to be critical:  Eligibility, Program Narrative, and Budget Detail Worksheet and Narrative.

ONDCP strongly recommends that applicants use appropriately descriptive file names (e.g., “Program Narrative,” “Budget Detail Worksheet,” “Budget Narrative,” “Timelines,” “resumes,” etc.).

The SF-424 is a required standard form used as a cover sheet for submission of pre-applications, applications, and related information.  This funding opportunity is not subject to Executive Order 12372, Intergovernmental Review.  (In completing the SF-424, applicants are to make the appropriate selection in response to question 19, indicating that the “Program is not covered by E.O. 12372.”)

Each applicant is required to (i) be registered in the System for Award Management (SAM) before submitting its application; (ii) provide a valid DUNS number in its application; and (iii) continue to maintain an active SAM registration with current information at all times during which it has an active Federal award or an application or plan under consideration by ONDCP.  ONDCP will not make an award until an applicant has fully complied with all applicable SAM and DUNS requirements; and if the applicant has not so fully complied by the time ONDCP is ready to make award, ONDCP may determine that the applicant is not qualified to receive the award and use that determination as a basis for making award to another applicant. 

See Section G for additional information.   

7. Submission Dates and Times:
Applicants must register with and submit applications electronically through Grants.gov prior to submitting an application.  All applications are due to be submitted and in receipt of a successful validation message in Grants.gov by 5:00 p.m., Eastern Time, on September 14, 2020

Applicants who experience unforeseen Grants.gov technical issues that prevent them from submitting their application by the deadline must submit all required application materials to June Sivilli at jsivilli@ondcp.eop.gov no later than 5:00 p.m. on September 14, 2020, via email (including a brief explanation of the technical issues that prevented application through Grants.gov) and request approval for acceptance of the separate application.

8. Funding Restrictions:

Cost Sharing and Match Requirements -
This announcement does not require a match.  However, if a successful application proposes a voluntary match amount, and ONDCP approves the budget, the total match amount incorporated into the approved budget becomes mandatory and subject to audit.

Pre-Agreement Cost Approvals -
ONDCP does not typically approve pre-agreement costs; an applicant must request and obtain the prior written approval of ONDCP for all such costs.  If approved, pre-agreement costs could be paid from cooperative agreement funds consistent with a grantee’s approved budget, and under applicable cost standards.  However, all such costs prior to award and prior to approval of the costs are incurred at the sole risk of an applicant.  Generally, no applicant should incur project costs before submitting an application requesting Federal funding of these costs.  Should there be extenuating circumstances that appear to be appropriate for ONDCP’s consideration as pre-agreement costs, the applicant should contact the point of contact listed in the title page of this announcement for details on the requirements for submitting a written request for approval.

9. Other Submission Requirements:

For technical assistance with submitting an application, contact Grants.gov Customer Support Hotline at 800-518-4726 or 606-545-5035, or via email to support@grants.gov.  The Grants.gov Support Hotline hours of operation are 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, except Federal holidays.

Applicants who experience unforeseen Grants.gov technical issues beyond their control that prevent them from submitting their application, by the deadline, must email all required application data to jsivilli@ondcp.eop.gov within 24 hours after the application deadline, including a brief explanation of issues experienced, and request approval for acceptance of the separate application.

For assistance with any other requirements of this solicitation, applicants may contact June Sivilli, Office of National Drug Control Policy, by telephone at 202-395-5526 or by email at jsivilli@ondcp.eop.gov. 

Also see Section G, How to Apply.

E.  Application Review Information

1.  Eligibility

ONDCP encourages applications from public nonprofit institution/organizations (includes institutions of higher education and hospitals).  Applicants must have expert knowledge and extensive experience in conducting research and analysis.  

Federal awards greater than the simplified acquisition threshold will be reviewed and consider any information about the applicant that is in the designated integrity and performance system accessible through SAM (currently FAPIIS) (see 41 U.S.C. § 2313);
The applicant, at its option, may review information in the designated integrity and performance systems accessible through SAM and comment on any information about itself that a Federal awarding agency previously entered and is currently in the designated integrity and performance system accessible through SAM.  ONDCP will consider any comments by the applicant, in addition to the other information in the designated integrity and performance system, in making a judgment about the applicant's integrity, business ethics, and record of performance under Federal awards when completing the review of risk posed by applicants as described in §2 CFR 200.205.


2. Merit/Selection Criteria

The merit of each application will be based on review of the following, with regard to scores, as addressed:

Technical Approach:  50 percent.  The application will be evaluated on the applicant’s proposal to demonstrate a clear and detailed understanding of all aspects of the work to be performed, as well as the applicant’s approach in selecting and utilizing techniques and procedures that will produce complete and reliable results and contain alternative methods and materials that will produce improved results.

Key Personnel:  30 percent.  The principal investigator must be renowned for his or her expertise in the field of illicit drug research and drug testing protocols; key personnel shall have extensive (5 or more years) work experience in performing related work.  Principal investigator’s and key personnel’s professional credentials in a relevant field of research (as demonstrated by their level of professional achievement/honors), and past experience of principal investigator or key personnel in conducting similar research

Organizational Capability: 20 percent.  The application should demonstrate adequacy of the organization’s capability to implement and complete the study and document experience in research work and successful partnerships with data-collecting organizations and communicating with drug testing laboratories, and that they have demonstrated this level of work in past projects. 

ONDCP will review applications against the merit/selection criteria and make an award to the responsive applicant determined to offer the best value to ONDCP.

Applications will not be further considered that fail to demonstrate the organization’s expert knowledge and extensive experience in conducting research and analysis.  ONDCP may enter into negotiations to seek clarification or to discuss perceived weaknesses.  ONDCP may enter into negotiation where the budget and the budget narrative fail to demonstrate price reasonableness and/or price realism.


F.  Federal Award Administration Information

A notice of Federal Award will be issued by ONDCP and is the authorizing document for the successful awardee to begin performance.  A formal cooperative agreement award document will follow.

The awardee will be required to provide to ONDCP quarterly progress reports on all required performance areas.  Additionally, awardee will provide monthly progress reports that will serve as the focus of monthly conference calls or in-person meetings between the grantee and ONDCP to review progress; and the timely delivery of draft and final deliverables.

Federal Financial Reports are required to be submitted quarterly and within 90 days after the cooperative agreement is closed out.  Program income must be accounted for and reported on the Federal Financial Reports.

G. General Terms and Conditions

1. This award is subject to applicable Federal law, including but not limited to Title 2 Part 200 of the Code of Federal Regulations and including the following:
	• Incorporated by reference, the provisions of the Office of Management and Budget's (0MB) Uniform Guidance / Omni-circular applicable to grants, cooperative agreements, and other forms of federal financial assistance. Applicable 0MB rules and updated guidance are available from the Council on Financial Assistance Reform website at https://cfo.gov/cofar.
	• Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirement for Federal Awards (2 CFR Chapters 1 and 2, Parts 200, 215, 220, 225, and 230), available from the electronic Code of Federal Regulations ("e-cfr) at www.ecfr.gov.
	• ONDCP Adoption of the Uniform Guidance or Omni-Circular at 2 CFR Part 3603 et seq.
	o "Government-wide Debarment and Suspension (Nonprocurement)," (adopted and codified by 2 CFR Part 3603)
o "Government-wide Requirements for Drug-free Workplace (Financial Assistance)" (adopted and codified by 2 CFR Part 3603) 
o See also http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-12-19/html/2014-28697 .htm
• "New Restrictions on Lobbying" (Codified at 28 CFR Part 69)
• Conflict of Interest and Mandatory Disclosure Requirements
• Non-profit Certifications (when applicable)
• 2 CFR 25.110

2. Audits conducted pursuant to OMB Circular 2 CFR Chapter 2, Part 200 Subpart F, "Audit Requirements", must be submitted no later than nine months after the close of the recipient's audited fiscal · year to the Federal Audit Clearinghouse at https://harvester.census.gov/facweb/.

3. Awardees are required to submit Federal Financial Reports (FFR) to the Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Payment Management (HHS/DPM). Federal Financial Report is required to be submitted quarterly and within 90 days after the grant is closed out. Program income must be accounted for and reported on the Federal Financial Report.

4. The recipient gives the awarding agency or the Government Accountability Office, through any authorized representative, access to, and the right to examine, all paper or electronic records related to the grant.

5. Recipients of ONDCP funds are not agents of ONDCP. Accordingly, the recipient, its fiscal agent(s), employees, contractors, as well as state, local, and federal participants, either on a collective basis or on a personal level, shall not hold themselves out as being part of, or representing, the Executive Office of the President or ONDCP.

6. These general terms and conditions as well as archives of previous versions of the general terms and conditions are available online.

7. Conflict of Interest Requirements - As a non-Federal entity, you must follow ONDCP's conflict of interest policies for Federal awards. You must disclose in writing any potential conflict of interest to an ONDCP Program Officer, or to the pass-through entity if you are a subrecipient or contractor. This disclosure must take place immediately whether you are an applicant or have an active ONDCP award.

The ONDCP conflict of interest policies apply to subawards as well as contracts, and are as follows:
i. As a non-Federal entity, you must maintain written standards of conduct covering conflicts of interest and governing the performance of your employees engaged in the selection, award, and administration of subawards and contracts.
ii. None of your employees may participate in the selection, award, or administration of a subaward or contract supported by a Federal award if he or she has a real or apparent conflict of interest. Such a conflict of interest would arise when the employee, officer, or agent, any member of his or her immediate family, his or her partner, or an organization which employs or is about to employ any of the parties indicated herein; has a financial or other interest in or a tangible personal benefit from an organization considered for a subaward or contract. The officers, employees, and agents of the non-Federal entity must neither solicit nor accept gratuities, favors, or anything of monetary value from subrecipients or contractors or parties to subawards or contracts.
iii. If you have a parent, affiliate, or subsidiary organization that is not a State, local government, or Indian tribe, you must also maintain written standards of conduct covering organizational conflicts of interest. Organizational conflicts of interest means that because of relationships with a parent company, affiliate, or subsidiary organization, you are unable or appear to be unable to be impartial in conducting a subaward or procurement action involving a related organization.

8. Mandatory Disclosure Requirement - As a non-Federal entity, you or your pass-through entity(s), must disclose, in a timely manner, in writing to the Federal awarding agency or pass-through entity all violations of Federal criminal law involving fraud, bribery or gratuity violations potentially affecting the Federal award. Failure to make required disclosures can result in remedies such as: temporary withholding of payments pending correction of the deficiency, disallowance of all or part of the costs associated with noncompliance, suspension, termination of award, debarment, or other legally available remedies. (See also 2 CFR Part 180 and 31 U.S.C. 3321).

9. Each applicant is required to (i) be registered in the System for Award Management (SAM) before submitting its application; (ii) provide a valid DUNS number in its application; (iii) continue to maintain an active SAM registration with current information at all times during which it has an active Federal award; and (iv) provide all relevant recipient information required for ONDCP to collect for reporting related to FF AT A and DAT A Act requirements.

10. Sub-awards are contemplated under this cooperative agreement.

11. Awardee must comply with the Government-wide Suspension and Debarment provision set forth at 2 CFR Part 180, dealing with all sub-awards and contracts issued under the grant.

12. Reporting Sub-award and Executive Compensation Information - This part provides guidance concerning requirements for Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act of 2006 (FFATA) reporting. ONDCP must report Federal fund awards of more than $25,000. Subawards also fall under reporting requirements but please note that the definition of "Subaward" does not include your procurement of property and services needed to carry out the project. (See 2 CFR Part 170)

13. Requirements for Drug-Free Workplace (Financial Assistance) - This part requires that the award and administration of ONDCP grants and cooperative agreements comply with Office of Management and Budget (0MB) guidance implementing the portion of the Drug Free Workplace Act of 1988 (41 U.S.C. 701-707, as amended, hereafter referred to as "the Act") that applies to grants. (2 CFR Part 421)

14. Non Discrimination Statement: The Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political belief, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Agency. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.)

15. Compensation- Personnel Services: This part requires that charges to Federal awards for salaries and wages must be based on records that accurately reflect the work performed. (See 2 CFR 200.430)

16. Financial Management: This part requires that systems must be sufficient to permit the preparation of reports required by general and program-specific terms and conditions, and the tracing of funds to a level of expenditures adequate to establish that such funds have been used according to the Federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions of the award. (See 2 CFR 200.302)

17. As specified in the notice of funding opportunity, recipient must:
a. Establish and maintain effective internal controls over the Federal award that provides reasonable assurance that the non-Federal entity is managing the Federal award in compliance with Federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions of the Federal award. These internal controls should be in compliance with the guidance in "Standards for Internal Control in the Federal Government," issued by the Comptroller General of the United States and the "Internal Control Integrated Framework," issued by the Committee of Sponsoring Organizations of the Treadway Commission (COSO).
b. Comply with Federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions of the Federal awards.
c. Evaluate and monitor the non-Federal entity's compliance with statute, regulations, and the terms and conditions of the Federal awards.
d. Take prompt action when instances of noncompliance are identified, including noncompliance identified in audit findings.
e. Take reasonable measures to safeguard protected personally identified information and other information the Federal awarding agency or pass-through entity designates as sensitive or the non-Federal entity considers sensitive consistent with applicable Federal, state, and local laws regarding privacy and obligations of confidentiality.

H. Program Specific Terms and Conditions

1. The recipient organization is legally and financially responsible for all aspects of this cooperative agreement, including funds provided to sub-recipients.

2. Award funds cannot be used to supplant current funding of existing activities. 

3. All program authority and responsibility inherent in the Federal stewardship role shall remain with the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP). ONDCP will work in conjunction with the recipient to routinely review and refine the work plan so that the program's goals and objectives can be effectively accomplished. ONDCP will monitor the project on a continual basis by maintaining ongoing contact with the recipient and will provide input to the program's direction, in consultation with the recipient, as needed.

I.  Federal Awarding Agency Contacts

How to Apply

Applicants must register in, and submit applications through Grants.gov, a “one-stop storefront” to find Federal funding opportunities and apply for funding.  Find complete instructions on how to register and submit an application at www.Grants.gov.  (More information is included in the “Contact Information” section of the title page.)  Applicants that experience technical difficulties during this process should call Grants.gov Customer Support Hotline at 800-518-4726 or 606-545-5035, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, except Federal holidays.  Registering with Grants.gov is a one-time process; however, processing delays may occur, and it can take several weeks for first-time registrants to receive confirmation and a user password.  ONDCP encourages applicants to register several weeks before the application submission deadline.  In addition, ONDCP urges applicants to submit applications 72 hours prior to the application due date to allow time to receive validation messages or rejection notifications from Grants.gov and to correct, in a timely fashion, any problems that may have caused a rejection notification.  Further, ONDCP strongly encourages all prospective applicants to sign up for Grants.gov email notifications regarding this announcement.  If this announcement is cancelled or modified, individuals who sign up with Grants.gov for updates will be automatically notified.  If a paper copy of materials are needed, refer to the Contact Information section of this announcement. 



Contact Information

For technical assistance with submitting an application, contact Grants.gov Customer Support Hotline at 800-518-4726 or 606-545-5035, or via email to support@grants.gov.  The Grants.gov Support Hotline hours of operation are 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, except Federal holidays.

Applicants who experience unforeseen Grants.gov technical issues beyond their control that prevent them from submitting their application, by the deadline, must email all required application data to jsivilli@ondcp.eop.gov within 24 hours after the application deadline, including a brief explanation of issues experienced, and request approval for acceptance of the separate application.

For assistance with any other requirements of this solicitation, applicants may contact June Sivilli, Office of National Drug Control Policy, by telephone at 202-395-5526 or by email at jsivilli@ondcp.eop.gov.

J. Other Information

Applicant Disclosure of Pending Applications:  Applicants are to disclose whether they have pending applications or awards for Federally funded grants or sub-grants (including cooperative agreements) that include requests for funding to support the same or similar projects being proposed under this solicitation and will cover identical cost items outlined in the budget worksheet and narrative in the application under this announcement.  The disclosure should include both direct applications for Federal funding (e.g., applications to Federal agencies) and indirect applications for such funding (e.g., applications to State agencies that will sub-award Federal funds).  ONDCP seeks this information to help avoid any inappropriate duplication of funding.  Leveraging multiple funding sources in a complimentary manner to implement comprehensive programs or projects is encouraged and is not seen as inappropriate duplication.

Disclosure of Lobbying Activities:  All applicants must complete this information.  Applicants that expend any funds for lobbying activities are to provide the detailed information requested on the form, “Disclosure of Lobbying Activities (SF-LLL).  Applicants that do not expend any funds for lobbying activities are to enter “N/A” in the text boxes for Item 10 (“a. Name and Address of Lobbying Registrant” and “b. Individuals Performing Services”).

Awardees are required to electronically submit Federal Financial Reports (FFR) using the Department of Health and Human Services, Payment Management System (PMS).  Completion of the Direct Deposit Form (SF-1199), available at https://pms.psc.gov/ is also required.

Cooperative Agreement funds cannot be used to supplant current funding of existing activities.  “Supplant” is defined as replacing funding of a recipient’s existing program with funds from a federal grant.
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