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FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE






February 15, 2012
Amendment #000003

Request for Applications (RFA) No. SOL-611-12-000002: USAID/Zambia Stamping Out and Preventing Gender-Based Violence (STOP GBV) Prevention and Advocacy Program

The following changes are made to the RFA:

1. Cover Page

Application Closing Date:
March 12, 2012


Application Closing Time:
1600 hrs Zambia Time

2. Page 11, Section II AWARD INFORMATION, Paragraph 2. START DATE AND PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE
The period of performance anticipated herein is five (5) years.  The estimated start date is on or about June 28, 2012 for planning purposes.
3. Page 20, Section IV APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION ASSISTANCE SCHEDULE
The schedule for this action is anticipated to be as follows:

	Stage
	Date

	RFA issued
	January 20, 2012

	Questions due
	February 8, 2012

	Pre-Proposal Conference
	February 6, 2012

	Answers to questions disseminated
	February 13, 2012

	Applications due
	March 12, 2012

	Technical evaluation, negotiations and award documentation completed
	June 13, 2012

	Clearances and award of Cooperative Agreement
	June 26, 2012

	Debriefings begin (if required)
	June 29, 2012

	Implementer mobilization and post award meeting
	July 23, 2012


4. Page 21, Section IV APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION, Paragraph B.5. Source and Origin Requirements – The authorized Geographic Code for this Agreement will be 937.

5. Page 23, Section IV APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION, Paragraph 5. SUBMISSION DEADLINES
Applications shall be due at 1600 hours on March 12, 2012.  USAID will determine whether an application that is not received by the Agreement Officer by one of the methods specified below by the time and date indicated will be late.  Because making an award is critical to USG foreign policy goals, time is important and late applications may not, at the sole discretion of the Agreement Officer, be considered.

6.
Pre-Proposal Conference
Stamping Out and Preventing Gender-Based Violence (STOP GBV) Request for Applications

U.S. Embassy, Lusaka, Zambia

USAID/Zambia

February 6, 2012

Welcoming Remarks:
Ms. Ky Lam, HIV/AIDS Multisectoral Team Leader, USAID/Zambia, in her welcoming remarks stressed that the objective of the conference was to clarify the application process for potential applicants on working with the U.S. Government, and also to create and explore networking opportunities among different organizations with similar goals.  Ms. Lam acknowledged the presence of Valerie Roberts, Social Development Advisor of the Department of International Development (DFID), a partner with USAID, co-funding this effort against gender-based violence.  Ms. Lam went on to say that USAID is interested and serious about working directly with local organizations.
Mission Director’s Opening Remarks:
USAID/Zambia Mission Director, Dr. Susan K. Brems’ opening remarks focused on the following areas:
· The USAID FORWARD agenda is the major thrust and the primary objective of USAID Administrator, Dr. Rajiv Shah, for making the Agency a modern development enterprise for the 21st century. 

· Procurement Reform, one of the elements of USAID FORWARD, aims to work more directly with local and civil society organizations in the countries we serve, with the following objectives: strengthen local and civil society organizations; be a cost effective way to do development work; make local and civil society organizations more attractive to USAID and other donors; and have our programs be more sustainable.  Another aim is to work more directly with governments, and a third is to work more with small businesses. 

·  USAID’s management responsibilities include our realization of how we are limited by the capacity of our staff here and how many awards we can have in giving support the way we would like to give to our partners.  Our responsibility is to have good stewardship of U.S. Government funds.  On the other hand, potential applicants have the responsibility to know and understand what are the minimum requirements needed to receive funds from USAID. 
· This event is a positive exercise because it will help to highlight and invite self-reflection to the types of issues that will come to fore within the organizations of potential applicants in terms of your areas of strength and areas that need further strengthening.
Presentation on the Application Process:
Mr. Abdullah Akbar, Agreement Officer, USAID/Zambia, opened his presentation by stating that we are here today for the Pre-Proposal Conference for Stamping-Out and Preventing Gender-Based Violence, which is being addressed through three (3) Requests for Applications; Prevention and Advocacy, anticipated to be awarded in the amount of $5 million, over a period of five (5) years; Access to Justice, anticipated to be awarded in the amount of $3.3 million, over a period of five (5) years, both of which are restricted to local organizations; and Survivor Support, anticipated to be awarded in the amount of $7.9 million, over a period of five (5) years, through a full and open competitive process.  USAID anticipates awarding one Cooperative Agreement from each of the three (3) solicitations or RFAs.

Please note that it is USAID policy not to award profit under assistance instruments.  However, all reasonable, allocable and allowable expenses, both direct and indirect, which are related to the grant program and are in accordance with applicable cost standards (22 CFR 226, OMB Circular A-122 for non-profit organizations, OMB Circular A-21 for Universities, and FAR Part 31 for profit  organizations, may be paid under the agreement).

There have been two(2) amendments issued to the RFAs – Amendment #1 addresses the due date for Questions submitted to the email address: oaa-solicit-lusaka@usaid.gov, by February 8, 2012, and if needed an Amendment being issued by February 13, 2012 with the questions and answers from this conference, as well as those received via the mailbox.  Amendment #2 addresses the correct website and link for downloading the SF424 Forms, referenced in Section IV.2 of the RFA.  The Amendments can be found at the grants.gov website. 

Applicants are requested to submit both Technical and Cost portions of their applications in separate volumes, and in separate electronic attachments.  Award will be made to the responsible applicant whose application offers the greatest value to the U.S. Government.

Section III. ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION
1. Applicants – For the STOP GBV Prevention and Advocacy Project and Access to Justice Project, a definition is provided for “local organizations”.

2. Cost Share – Cost share for the RFAs restricted to local organizations have no cost share requirement.  Cost share for the Survivor Support RFA is 10% of the estimated USAID amount.

Section IV. APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION
1. Points of Contact –Senior Acquisition and Assistance Specialist Shahid Pervaiz, or myself.

2. Required Forms – All applicants must submit the application using the SF 424 series: SF 424, SF 424A, and SF 424B.  These are mandatory forms and must be completed.

3. Pre-Award Certifications, Assurances and Other Statements of the Recipient.  Complete copies of the Certifications, Assurances and Other Statements are found in the Attachments section of the RFAs.  For Non U.S Organizations:

· A signed copy of the certification and disclosure form for “Restrictions on Lobbying”

· A signed copy of the certification Regarding Terrorist Financing

· Survey on Ensuring Equal Opportunity for Applicants

· A DUNS number

4. The application shall be split into two (2) separate parts (a) Technical Application and (b) Cost Application.  The Technical application format is: Use English, type on standard 8-1/2 x 11 or A4 paper, be single spaced with 12 point font, and label with page number and name of applicant on each page.

4A.4 – Technical Application Body – consists of: (a) Technical Approach, (b) Management and Institutional Plan, (c) Staffing Plan and Key Personnel, (d) Past Performance, (e) Gender, (f) Monitoring and Evaluation, (g) Sustainability.

5. Annex – contains resume’s, letters of commitments, proposed teaming arrangements past performance and personnel references, letters of recommendation, awards, testimonials, and any other supporting documentation requested in the RFA.

Cost Application – Should be for a period of sixty (60) months; the types of cost in the budget should be organized based on the cost categories in the SF 424 budgets.  All budgets should include a sheet relating to the entire 60 month period and separate sheets for each of the five (5) program years.  The budget should include a breakdown of the cost allocated to any sub-recipient involved in the program; the applicant can also include separate sub-recipient budgets for the sake of clarity.  An electronic version of the budgets should be provided in unprotected Microsoft Excel format.
· Budget Notes are required, explaining in detail the basis for how the individual line item costs were derived.

· Please follow the guidance provided on line item costs. 

· Indirect Costs: Local organizations that do not have a NICRA letter with the U.S. Government, should treat all indirect cost as direct cost and provide a fully-developed and supported rationale for allocating or estimating how much of the indirect costs should be allocated to the program.

· Source and Origin Requirements: The authorized Geographic Code for the Agreements is currently 935.  Meaning, there is no preference for the purchase of commodities or services from the U.S., the recipient country, or developing countries, but not advanced developing countries.  A revised Geographic Code will be forthcoming to reflect new USAID policy to the Source, Origin and Nationality regulation.  The geographic code number will change but the preference for source and nationality will not.

The Cost Application should also address the applicant’s resources and capacity in the areas stated on Pages 22 and 23 of the Prevention and Advocacy RFA, Pages 20 and 21 of the Access to Justice RFA and Page 22 of the Survivor Support RFA, in narrative form.

It is necessary for the Agreement Officer to make a determination of responsibility, and all organizations shall be subject to a pre-award survey to verify the information provided and substantiate the determination.  Please note that a positive determination is a requirement for award.

Please note the Request for Applications submission deadline of 1600 hours on Monday, February 20, 2012, via the email address.  February 20 is a U.S. Government holiday, so no one will be able to acknowledge receipt or your application via email, nor will anyone be here at the Embassy to accept your application
.  If an Applicant does not follow the application and submission instructions, the Applicant’s proposal may be down-graded and may not receive full credit under the applicable evaluation factors, or at the discretion of the Agreement Officer, be eliminated from the competition.  All applications received by the deadline will be reviewed against the evaluation factors in Section V.

The preferred delivery method is electronically via email with up to 10 attachments per email.  The overall technical and cost proposals should be submitted in separate PDF files.  Those parts of the technical proposal compatible with MS Word shall also be provided in MS Word.

If the application is submitted electronically, the Applicant should also mail an original and two (2) copies of both the technical and cost application to USAID/Zambia.  Hard copies must be received no later than two (2) business days following the closing date for receipt of applications.

Electronic submissions through the grants.gov website are acceptable.

8. BRANDING STRATEGY AND MARKING PLAN

The apparently successful applicant will be requested to submit a Branding Strategy and Marking Plan that will have to be successfully negotiated before a Cooperative Agreement will be awarded.  These plans shall be prepared in accordance with the guidance in ADS 320.3.3, 22 CFR 226.91 and the references therein.  Please note; the Branding Strategy and Marking Plan shall not be included with the original application, but shall be provided only after a written request of the Agreement Officer.

Section V. APPLICATION REVIEW INFORMATION
1.A. Evaluation Process – Evaluation points will not be awarded for costs, however, award will not be made to an applicant whose costs cannot be determined by the AO to meet the test of necessity, reasonableness and allowability as set forth in ADS 303.3.12a.
· The evaluation criteria serve to identify the significant matters which applicants should address in their applications and set the standard against which all applications will be evaluated.

· The criteria are presented with relative weights, so applicants will know which areas require emphasis in applying:
· Technical Approach (40 pts)

· Staffing Plan and Key Personnel (20 pts)

· Management and Institutional Capacity (10 pts)

· Past Performance (10 pts)

· Monitoring and Evaluation (10 pts)

· Gender Considerations (5 pts)

· Sustainability (5 pts)

Only for those Technical Applications scoring 65 or higher shall the Cost Application be evaluated for cost effectiveness, cost realism and reasonableness.

Section VI. AWARD AND ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION
3. The following reports and related requirements will be included in the cooperative agreements issued as a result of the RFAs: (a) Start-up Plan, (b) Annual Work Plans, (c) Performance Monitoring Plan (d) Semi-Annual Progress Reports, (e) Quarterly Financial Reports, (f) PEPFAR Semi-Annual and Annual Progress Reports, (g) Final Report, (h) Mid-Term and Final Evaluation.
Section VII. OTHER INFORMATION
· Branding Strategy – Assistance

· Marking Plan – Assistance

· Marking Under USAID - Funded Assistance Instruments

· Central Contractor Registration and Universal Identifier

· DUNS #

· Reporting Sub-awards and Executive Compensation

· Implementation of E.O 13224 – Executive Order on Terrorist Financing

We look forward to the receipt of your questions and applications, and extend to you our offer of best wishes in the selection of your application.
Financial Operational Standards for Working with the U.S. Government:
Mr. Morgan Brady, Financial Controller, USAID/Zambia, gave an overview of the operational standards for working with the U.S Government and partnering with the American people. He indicated that an award with the U.S. Government/USAID can be overwhelming especially for those not familiar with the U.S. Government.  He stressed that the objective of the pre-award survey was to examine key indications that help to measure entities’ capacity and commitment to accountability and transparency. A pre-award survey is how USAID assesses an organization’s capacity to perform technically and financially. The six key elements of the pre-award survey are:

· Legal status – being properly registered, any outstanding claims, liens
· Organizational structure and leadership – qualifications of staff, are personnel being treated fairly in accordance with labor laws
· Transactions – routinely reported
· Internal controls – checks, balances to limit fraud, mistakes, errors
· Transparency – is there a procurement policy in place and is it practiced
· Independence – what other organizations are senior staff involved in; do employees disclose when they may have a conflict of interest
Mr. Brady concluded by stating that a successful recipient will be an organization that has taken the time to develop an accountable and transparent organizational structure.

7.   The following information, questions and answers were received at the Pre-Proposal Conference held on February 6, 2012.  In addition, responses are included for those questions received by the Questions due date of February 8th.

a. Two questions: Are you in a position to provide today’s guidance/presentation material to all interested parties?  Answer: We can make the information presented today available.  It is in the RFA itself, taken directly from it.  Can local organization’s partner with International organizations, the larger ones, where the local NGO’s take the leading role.  Is USAID allowing for the situation where there is room for partnering in this application?  Answer:  Partnering with an international organization will be reviewed and looked at on a case by case basis.  For example, if the international is at 70% of the cost, it is probably not legal.  The RFAs restricted to a local organization are to build the capacity of local organizations.  We will need to determine how much of the program the international organization is implementing- are they the key personnel, responsible for the financial and reporting requirements?  Partnering is allowable; it just would depend upon the extent.
b. Is it possible to extend the deadline?  Answer: Extending the deadline is up to the technical team; there would have to be several good reasons.  Extending the deadline would also depend upon the type of questions received.  If we receive questions affecting the substance of the RFAs we would look at possibly extending the deadline.  If a local NGO works with the Ministry that is administering Gender, can they work together with that Ministry?  The RFA talks about applicant’s addressing how you will work with other NGOs and government ministries.  Partnerships with the government is encouraged and allowed, however, funding a government ministry would not be.  USAID would not directly fund a government ministry, or their operations.
c. You mentioned something about February 8th and submission on February 13th?  Answer: The deadline for questions is February 8th, and our goal is to issue an amendment with the questions and answers on February 13th.

d. Can we get recommendation letters from International organizations?  Answer: Yes
e. What leniency is there for local new organizations, out of Lusaka, those in the rural areas?  Any deliberate leniency for those local organizations to access this funding?  Answer: We will look at all applications on an equal and fair basis.  It’s a matter of how your application is submitted and the quality of your application.  Proposals are evaluated according to the evaluation criteria contained in the RFA and scored against those criteria, not on the location of applicants.  New recipients or organizations should look at possibly partnering with Lusaka-based or other organizations.
f. For a Gender-Based Violence Project, gender consideration is at 5%.  Can you clarify what those considerations actually qualify as, because it seems so low-down on the points system?  Answer:   Gender is important to us, as you can see from the title and the content of the RFAs.  The gender consideration criteria was included in the evaluation criteria to have applicants explicitly share how gender will be taken into account in the planning, design, implementation, and monitoring and evaluation of the projects.
g. For the Prevention and Advocacy RFA, is the idea to give the grant of 5 years and $5 million to one (1) organization or one (1) consortium, or are you planning to split that up to a number of organizations depending upon geographical locations?  Answer: Only one (1) organization will receive an award for each RFA.  That does not preclude partnerships, partnering, or having implementing organizations as part of your proposal.
h. Will you provide the guidance given at today’s meeting, or do we have to get forms from the website?  Answer:  The information presented today is from the RFA, which can be downloaded from the website: www.grants.gov.  There is a section in the RFA on instructions for the forms.
i. Can we propose non-key personnel?  Answer: Yes, you can propose non-key personnel.  The staffing that you as an organization propose is going to depend upon your approach in your technical application.  It’s your project, your program, and if selected you’re going to be the implementer.  The evaluators will look at your application and ask themselves if what you’re proposing realistic?  At a minimum, key personnel should be proposed.
j. Question on local organizations and international organizations –we have locals who are covering only a compound and bigger organizations covering provinces.  A local organization might have all the requirements, but not have the privilege of getting an award.  What’s you comment on that?  Answer: All organizations that meet the eligibility requirements of the RFAs may qualify for award; this is not limited to certain provinces or compounds.  There will be three (3) awards, but that doesn’t mean there can’t be 25-30 sub-awards under those three awards with local organizations.  Find a bigger partner to come in with, to work with in your area.
k. How do you check on the standards/capacity of local organization, who may not have the standards but have the potential?   Answer: The purpose of a pre-award survey is to see if an organization meets 6 or 7 established criteria.  Not meeting those criteria doesn’t necessarily mean you wouldn’t receive an award.  We wouldn’t just walk away.  We might do an award with conditions.
l. Would you help us with the specific email address for which to provide questions?  Answer: The email address is oaa-solicit-lusaka@usaid.gov.
m. Request an extension to the submission deadline for the RFAs restricted to local organizations.  Can you extend at least to the end of the month?  Answer: Your request will be considered.
n. Is there going to be special recommendations in case other applicant’s proposals qualified; are you going to link or recommend lead recipient’s to take in subrecipient’s, those who did not qualify because of the limited number of awards?  Answer: There will be three awards and three award winners; this doesn’t prevent an organization from approaching and partnering with others.  We can give you the names of the successful applicant’s.
o. Can local NGO’s apply for the Survivor Support RFA?  Answer: Local NGO’s can apply for the Survivor Support RFA.  This requirement is being filled through a full and open competitive process, for all organizations.
p. Is a particular template available to avoid the submission of unnecessary information and documents?  Shed some light on the 10% cost sharing requirement.  How does an organization put up the 10% cost sharing?  Answer: Instructions for the submission of an application is all in of the RFAs.  Please pay attention to the instructions.  Cost sharing is only applicable to the Survivor Support RFA.  Cost sharing is any programmatic support not funded by USAID or the U.S. Government.  For example, if you have another partner you’re getting funding from, or if you have your own building and you’re in the building and not paying rent, that’s cost share.  If someone gives you something with a dollar value, if someone works for you free, volunteers.  It has to be measurable and quantifiable, and you have to keep track of it.  Cost sharing is auditable.
q. Is the media eligible partnering with NGOs?  Answer: If working with the media is in your approach, there’s nothing wrong with partnering with the media, so long as it’s not a government-owned television station.  Nothing says you can’t partner with the media.  Will a hard copy or soft copy of today’s presentation be given?  Answer: Presentations will be attached to the amendment to the RFAs.  
r. Will my organization as a subrecipient go through the evaluation and monitoring process to qualify for an award?  Answer: Our agreement will be with the prime recipient.  We will make the prime responsible that subrecipients have the capabilities and accounting systems.
s. Should small local organizations propose applications for the same amount as the bigger organizations, or should the small organizations make relationships with the bigger ones.  Should they partner with these bigger organizations or propose to work in one province?  Answer: USAID does not have the capacity to award agreements to 25 -30 organizations.  You can be a sub-recipient, and partner with others.
t. Can we have more advertisements in terms of the solicitations/RFAs in the local media?  Answer: It is our intention to continue to advertise our solicitations in the local media newspapers. Are you going to deliberately provide support to the local NGO’s in terms of enhancing their capabilities to respond to these RFAs?  Answer: There are organizations outside of USAID that do provide technical assistance for writing RFAs.  Currently, USAID cannot provide this assistance, but your comment will be taken into consideration.   There are organizations that provide this kind of support to local organizations.  Work with local accounting firms who have the experience in guiding you through U.S. Government regulations.  Reach out to organizations here in Zambia who have the experience in performing audits for USAID.
u. Will there be a construction grant for building coordination centers?  Answer: Normally, there are non-construction activities in USAID solicitations.  It all depends upon your approach.  If your approach is building a center, we will have to evaluate your application as presented.  The way USAID has presented this project is that there would be no construction.
v. Are other areas in the country, not specified in the RFAs, eligible for these Gender-Based Violence services?  Answer: You will be supporting both existing and new sites. For the new sites, we do not have a target number.  You are free to propose new sites.  Applicants should consider the best approach, given their expertise and resources.  For instance, applicants can propose a few sites or a lot more.  It is up to the applicants to decide and provide a rationale.
w. Can applicants propose additional indicators from those stated in the RFAs?  Answer:  Yes.  What’s in the RFAs are just illustrative indicators.  You can propose new indicators or change indicators.  We are supporting your program; it’s up to you to share the type of activities and how you would carry out the activities.
x. Is there any means to change the wording of the results?  Answer: You cannot change the expected results as outlined in the RFAs.  Given USAID’s limited resources, our design team has formulated the key results the project should achieve.  Even though the results cannot be changed, we encourage you to be creative and innovative in your approach and activities.
y. Under B.2 Geographic Focus, it is indicated that new sites should be proposed in the application with rationale.  Does USAID/Zambia have a target number of sites it would like to see established?  Answer: See response to question v.

z. On page 16 and 17 list three key personnel positions and states that a maximum of three key personnel should be proposed.  May the contractor propose additional non-key personnel long term staff in line with our suggested approach and offer to USAID?  Answer: See response to question i.
aa. Illustrative indicators are provided under each program result section.  Are these illustrative indicators to be strictly used in our technical response, or may we propose additional, or alternative indicators?  Answer: See response to question w.
ab. How are the 40 points of the Technical Approach section weighted?  Answer: As stated in Section V of the RFAs, paragraph 1.  Evaluation Process and Criteria.
ac. What other documents are required to be attached to this proposal; Whom should the completed application be addressed to?  Answer: See Section IV APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION
ad. What kind of organizations should apply?  Answer: See Section III ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION
ae. What is the maximum budget ceiling per project?  Answer: See Cover page.
af. Is it okay or acceptable for an outside organization to partner with a local organization under this call?  Answer: See response to questions a, e, j, and n.
ag. Kindly advise if local NGO’s can get into consortiums with international NGO’s.  If so to what extent should the international organizations be involved in the coordination and or implementation of the project?  Answer: See response to question a.
ah. How long does the selection/screening process take before the successful organizations are notified about being granted the funds?  Answer: Please see Section IV APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION: ASSISTANCE SCHEDULE
ai. In the conference it was stated that it is pointless to fund a small NGO, which has a small target audience.   But what if you have everything needed, does it mean you can’t apply?  Answer: See response to question j, k, and s.
aj. LPCB gave us a commodity grant and they have built capacity in institution management, but we do not have the audit report.  Can we apply?  Answer: See response to question k.
ak. Do all Faith-Based Organizations qualify for the funding?  Answer: Yes, see Section III ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION
al. How do we apply and where do we apply from?  Answer: Instructions for applying are in Section IV APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION.  Organizations should apply by downloading the applications with submission information from the grants.gov website, or mail a copy to the address given in Section IV of the applications.
am. When submitting the proposal via the Internet, which email address should it be sent to and in what format should the proposal be?  Answer: Applications should be sent to oaa-solicit-lusaka@usaid.gov.  See Section IV APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION for format instructions.
an. Can the hard copy proposal be submitted or posted to the USA Embassy.  Answer:  See Section IV APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION
ao. Can you be able to track your proposal after it has been submitted?  How will you know if your proposal has not been approved?  Answer: Applications cannot be tracked.   Please see Section IV APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION: ASSISTANCE SCHEDULE for award notification anticipated dates.
ap. As part of the application, we are expected to submit information about the 3 key personnel for the programme – most local organizations do not, however, have such personnel on their payroll and would have to hire them if their proposal is accepted. Can this requirement be waived in the case of local NGOs as long as we include information about the posts in the proposal?  Answer:  This requirement cannot be waived.  However, you can propose candidates that you plan to hire and provide the relevant documentation as requested in the RFAs.
aq. Past performance: not many local NGOs will have completed three USD 1 million contracts in the recent past – will there be leniency in judging this component of the application?  Answer:  Please comply to the fullest extent possible to the Past Performance information given in Section IV APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION.
ar. Do all partners in a consortium must have a DUNS number and evidence of CCR registration or just a lead partner?  Answer: The applicant to the RFA has to provide a DUNS number and evidence of CCR registration.
as. Is there likely to be an extension to the bidding process?  Answer: Please see page 1 and item #5 on page 2.
8. Closing Remarks:

Dr. Cynthia Bowa, HIV/AIDS Multisectoral Deputy Team Leader, USAID/Zambia, reiterated USAID’s goal of reaching a point when aid would no longer be necessary in the countries where the Agency worked and that this could only happen if the assistance USAID delivered strengthened the local organizations and institutions that were ultimately responsible for transforming their countries. She indicated that some organizations were already at the level where they would be able to work directly with USAID, whereas some were at the level where they would need to work under an intermediary organization.  In either case, they would, together with USAID, be contributing to the one goal of transforming the communities where they worked and lived.  

She encouraged the partners not to get discouraged because the application process and procedures appeared daunting, and to keep in mind that there would continue to be funding opportunities for local organizations, as well as opportunities for them to learn about working with USAID. Dr. Bowa highlighted the Partnership Framework signed between the U.S. and Zambian governments in November 2010, with the commitment to support the national HIV/AIDS multisectoral response from 2011-2015. A guiding principle of this framework was an enhanced focus on the sustainability of all interventions and investments with the clear intention of the U.S. Government to transition resources, ownership and accountability to local institutions.  She emphasized that the USG was totally committed to this Partnership Framework, and would do everything possible to expand the level of engagement and collaboration with local institutions and the private sector.

All other terms and conditions remain unchanged.

/s/








Abdullah Akbar 








Agreement Officer
� Date is in reference to the original submission due date, which has now been revised.


� Response to the question was in accordance with the original submission due date.
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