Higher Education Scholarships and Training for Development, Q &A 

1. Would USAID consider an extension of the deadline of 22 Sept 2008 for submissions in response to this solicitation?
Answer: Yes the deadline has been extended to October 1, 2008, 11:59pm. An amendment will be posted to grants.gov. 
2. Is the age range *17 - 25* (page 9 of the RFP)  or *18 - 25* (page 12 of RFP) for the technical training.  Both are listed in the RFP.

Answer: Amendment 1 to the RFA states that the age range is 18-25 and page nine has been amended to reflect this change. 

3. Page 13, A.5.3, Line 7 states, *"Strong communication and coordination between in country coordinators will be needed":  *Does USAID envision/prefer/require having country offices with country coordinators?  If yes, does USAID want full time or part time, regional based or country based?

Answer: Because of the special nature of this program, USAID requires coordinators based in country.  With regard to full- or part-time, considering the role and responsibilities of the coordinators, the applicant should propose and justify management and staffing structures that support achievement of the desired objectives and results.  
4. Does a solicitant need to establish a program with all the countries listed in the RFA (Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Mexico and Haiti)? Per country coverage does not appear to be listed specifically in the evaluation process and criteria. Can you clarify?

Answer: Yes, the applicant will need to establish a program with all the countries listed in the RFA (Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Mexico, and Haiti).  It is not expected that the Applicant establish the program in all countries within the first year.  As noted in sections A.6.1 and B.2.3, while program may not be fully functioning in the first year, the Applicant will be expected to identify and award scholarships to recipients from one or more of these countries to begin their studies by September 2009. 

5. Is there a target number of student recruits/trainees per year? This is important as it affects budgeting of the program.
Answer: Applicant should propose (and justify) annual targets for the number of trainees based on an anticipated budget of $50 million over 5-years for this Cooperative Agreement.  Criteria for evaluation of applications include cost effectiveness.

6. Visas: will USAID provide support in helping obtain visas for program trainees? What level of support, if any? 

Answer: USAID has a critical role in the process of obtaining all visas for training programs in the U.S.  USAID Missions approve the visa applications and forward them to USAID/Washington for their approval.  No special support is needed or given for HESTD participants. The Agency role and all the steps in the visa process are described in USAID Automated Directive System (ADS) 252, Visa Compliance for Exchange Visitors (http://www.usaid.gov/policy/ads/200/252.pdf). 

7. Some specialized training programs may require the purchase and use of equipment (e.g., machinery, laboratory). Is the purchase of such equipment allowable using USAID funds?


Answer: Yes, purchase of required equipment is allowable using USAID funds or under cost sharing arrangements. 
8. Will there just be one award for $50M?

Answer: Yes; USAID plans to make a single award.  A consortium or partnership of implementing institutions is welcome to apply. USAID anticipates making one award for the full amount. However, USAID reserves the right to fund any or none of the applications submitted.

9. Can we limit our project to a specific country (i.e. Mexico) and target three geographic areas in that country?

Answer: No. USAID expects the program to be implemented in the countries listed in the program description. 

10. Is there an expected number of students/scholarships for the annual exchanges?

Answer: USAID requests that Applicants propose the number of 2-year scholarships and 6- and 12-month training that can be provided.  Applications will be evaluated for both technical quality and cost effectiveness. Also, see Answer to Question 5. 

11. Would service-oriented target occupations such as those in teaching and nursing be acceptable?

Answer: As discussed in section A.5.1 of the RFA, areas for training will depend on the development needs of the participating countries and the USAID Mission and LAC Regional strategic goals and objectives for these countries.  As part of the program implementation, the recipient will need to assess human and institutional capacity needs to identify the fields of study most critical for meeting USAID objectives and the development needs of the countries. Building capacity in technical areas needed for countries to benefit from implementation of the free trade agreements will be an important area of focus.  The recipient will be required to work with USAID Mission personnel and USAID Washington in identifying priorities and determining needs.  The program should have flexibility to adapt the selection of fields of study and candidate recruitment to changing USAID priorities and country needs.

12. Would a university who has not done CASS training be considered for this award?  What specific qualifications are expected?

Answer: All applications submitted according to the guidance in the RFA will be considered for this award.  Experience with providing CASS training is not a prerequisite for award.  The criteria that USAID will use to evaluate the applicant are outlined in section C of the RFA.  
13. Will a prospective applicant be able to discuss its idea(s) to a program officer at USAID? 

Answer: No, USAID has no plans to meet with Applicants prior to application submission. During the application review, USAID may request clarification of specific points in the application.
14.  In Section D of the RFA, Part III is a "Participant" Certification. I assume that we do not have to do anything with this, could please confirm?

Answer: This participant information is unknown at the time of application, so please leave this section blank. However, 22CFR140.8 states, “Individuals who are located in a ‘covered country’ and who are proposed recipients of scholarships, fellowships, or participant training shall also be required to certify prior to approval that, within the last ten years, they have not been convicted of a narcotics offense, have not been engaged in drug trafficking, and have not knowingly assisted, abetted, conspired, or colluded with others in drug trafficking”. 
A ‘covered country’ is a country that has been determined by the President to be either a “major illicit drug producing'' or “major drug-transit'' country under Chapter 8 of Part I of the FAA. Currently ‘Covered countries’ include; Afghanistan, The Bahamas, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti, India, Jamaica, Laos, Mexico, Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, and Venezuela.
15. SF 424, Is the application subject to review by the State Executive Order 12372 process?

Answer: No, Please select ‘c. Program is not covered by E.O. 12372’ on the SF 424 form.

16.  In Section D, Pages 33 and 35 for the "application number" should we use the RFA number?

Answer: No, leave blank, an application number will be assigned to you when you submit your application to grants.gov.  
17. Is it the responsibility of the applicant or the USAID proposal review committee to ask Past Performance reference contacts to complete PART II of Attachment I (Past Performance Information)?  In other words, should the applicant submit the forms with only PART I completed or should applicants send them out to the funder to complete PART II and submit a fully completed form with the proposal?

Answer: Applicant should fill out Part I of Attachment I only. USAID will seek information directly from the references in order to complete Part II of Attachment I. Applicant may provide supplemental information (i.e. references) as part of the application Annex. USAID reserves the right to obtain past performance information from other sources including those not named in the application.
