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August 14, 2009

REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS NO. USAID-RUSSIA-OH-09-0002-RFA 
BEST PRACTICES IN CHILD WELFARE PROJECT
AMENDMENT NO. 1
The subject RFA is hereby modified as follows:
1.
Under SECTION IV – APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION, E. Application Preparation Guidelines, 2. Cost Application Format, Mandatory Certifications and Assurances, delete:

“Certification of Compliance with standard provisions entitled “Condoms” and “Prohibition on the Promotion or Advocacy of the Legalization or Practice of Prostitution or Sex Trafficking”

2.  
Under SECTION IV – APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION, E. Application Preparation Guidelines, 2. Cost Application Format, Other Documentation, b. Financial and Other Resources, delete: “Similar information should be submitted for all partner organizations.”
2.
Add the following after ANNEX C:

“ANNEX D

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FOR RFA NO. USAID-RUSSIA-OH-09-0002-RFA
Question:  Our organization alone is too small to be competitive for this large grant. If, however, we were to pull together a coalition of NGOs, U.S. universities, and businesses to plan a project that would build upon the accomplishments of ARO 1-3 while simultaneously developing a corporate base to create funding sources for this work after the project is completed, do you think we could be competitive? Could you let me know if USAID is amenable to these types of collaborations, or if USAID prefers instead to grant to large aid organizations?

Answer:  USAID has no preference regarding the size of the organization.  Applicants may propose partnerships or coalitions to implement this project.  As described in the RFA, USAID encourages applicants to identify and propose potential alliance partners to help leverage resources, including from the private sector.  However, the resulting cooperative agreement will be awarded to one organization which will be responsible to USAID for the successful implementation of the project. 

Question:  Are there specific regions in Russia that USAID would like to be sure to include in the process?
Question:  Are there any USAID geographical/regional priorities applicable to selection of the regions for Centers of Excellence (CoEs) location or regions of dissemination?

Answer:  No. USAID expects that the dissemination regions will be selected according to specific criteria which, at minimum, will include the criteria described on page 12 of the 
RFA.   Applicants may suggest particular regions and/or selection criteria as part of the technical approach.

Question:  Are there specific regions that would be best to pilot the toolkit with?

Answer:  See the clarification above.  Applicants may suggest particular regions where it would be appropriate to pilot the toolkit as part of their technical approach.

Question:  Is the expectation that the “centers of excellence” would be affiliated with universities or in other specific institutions, or could they be completely freestanding?

Answer:  Centers of Excellence may be affiliated with universities or other specific institutions or they may be freestanding.  Applicants should note additional selection criteria for future Centers of Excellence outlined on page 11 of the RFA.  
Question:  Is it possible or not recommended to organize the CoE on the basis of a partnership of several organizations - service providers?

Answer:  It is possible to organize a CoE on the basis of a partnership of several organizations.  The Applicant should articulate how such a CoE would meet the criteria articulated in the RFA (p.11).

Question:  Are the “centers of excellence” conceived of as regionally based with general expertise, or could they be national “centers of excellence” with specific substantive expertise?
Answer:  Centers of Excellence may be regionally-based or they could be institutions at the national level with more specific expertise.  
Question:  To what extent is the identification of evidence based services or practices, and the degree of scientific support considered important in developing a set of minimum services for the toolkit?

Answer:  It is expected that a set of recommended minimum services for the toolkit will be based on evidence-based practices or services and related scientific support. 

Question:  Page 10 of the RFA states that "USAID envisions a separate grant to UNICEF to assist the prime partner in convening key stakeholders in reviewing and recommending the above toolkit for use in regional child welfare programs."  Does USAID intend that the prime awardee of this current Best Practices project would issue a sub-grant to UNICEF for this purpose?  If so, would USAID provide a plug figure for the envisioned size of this grant which can be included in the Applicant's proposal?

Answer:  USAID will provide the grant directly to UNICEF.  
Question:  Does USAID request the use of a particular definition of partners "substantially involved in implementation," or can this be determined by the Applicant?  (p. 23)
Answer:  This can be determined by the Applicant.

Question:  Page 27 of the RFA requests "Similar information should be submitted for all partner organizations."  Would USAID clarify what, if any, specific financial status documents it requires of subgrantees?  If any, would this apply only to "substantial" partners?

Answer:  This requirement has been deleted.
Question:  It is stated at page 27 of the RFA that organizations that have never been awarded a U.S. government contract or grant must present documentation, including audited financial statements, organization chart, by-laws, etc., copies of the applicant's accounting, personnel travel and procurement policies. Is it requested to submit these documents translated into English?
Answer:  USAID’s official language is English.  At this stage we will not require organizations to submit these materials in English.  However, translation into English may be required if an organization is among the finalists for award.
Question:  It is stated at page 27 of the RFA that applicants should submit additional evidence of responsibility. Is it requested to submit documents that can prove the responsibility or it is enough to provide the necessary information in the letter?
Answer:  A letter addressing how an organization meets these standards is sufficient.
Question:  It is stated at page 24 of the RFA that applicants must submit Certification of Compliance with standard provisions entitled "Condoms" and "Prohibition on the Promotion or Advocacy of the Legalization or Practice of Prostitution or Sex Trafficking", which is not included to the RFA Annexes. Where can these documents be found?
Answer:  This requirement has been deleted.
Question:  Is it restricted or recommended to include organizations that have already support from USAID to the list of proposed subgrantees or implementing partners?
Answer:  Subgrantees or implementing partners are not restricted to organizations receiving support from USAID.  USAID has no recommendation on choice of subgrantees or implementing partners.
Question:  As far as we are informed, funding from USAID must be registered as a technical assistance according to Russian laws and regulations for the purposes of not paying income taxes. Is it possible to receive the relevant information from USAID on this procedure?
Answer:  Under the Russian Tax Code there are several bases for receiving tax exemption.  Technical assistance registration is only one such basis. The requirements for registration and obtaining tax exemption for technical assistance are provided in the Government Decree #1046 of September 17, 1999.  Another basis for exemption is donations.  USAID may 
include language in its awards stating that its awards should be considered donation agreements under Russian law.
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