U.S. Department of State
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs

Notice of Funding Opportunity 
Funding Opportunity Title:
Official U.S. Presentation at the 59th International Art Exhibition, Venice, Italy, May through November, 2021
Funding Opportunity Number:
 SFOP0006344
Deadline for Applications:

February 27, 2020
CFDA




19.415
Total Amount Available: 

$375,000
A. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
The Department of State’s Cultural Programs Division (ECA/PE/C/CU) in the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs is pleased to announce an open competition for a grant to help fund the organization and implementation of the official U.S. presentation at the 59th International Art Biennale to be held in Venice, Italy, from May through November, 2021. This Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) is open to U.S. based non‑profit organizations subject to Section 501(c) (3) of the U.S. tax code and/or public or private educational institutions including museums, galleries, arts centers, and art schools.   
A three-day Preview/Inauguration (the Vernissage) of the Biennale will be conducted prior to the official opening of the exhibition. PLEASE NOTE: The applicant will be responsible for coordinating and funding events and activities associated with the Vernissage, the exhibition, and collateral educational and public outreach events in Venice during the Biennale.    

The Biennale is one of the oldest and most prestigious international exhibitions of visual art, showcasing leading contemporary art from around the world. The Biennale is a unique opportunity to reach non-traditional and underserved audiences (e.g., youth, urban communities, and people with disabilities), and the U.S. Department of State has special interest in engaging these audiences through outreach activities associated with the exhibition.  
The U.S. exhibit will be installed at the U.S. Pavilion, owned by the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation and operated by the Peggy Guggenheim Collection in Venice.  The U.S. Pavilion at the Biennale is a high-profile platform for illustrating the innovation, ingenuity, high artistic merit, and diversity of the American arts community.  Applicants should propose exhibitions that:

· Represent the innovative and compelling artwork within the American arts community

· Reflect U.S. foreign policy goals (see Award Selection Criteria), such as: strengthening the capacity of civil societies to be more inclusive; inspiring young people to take leadership roles in their communities; prompting dialogue regarding peace, reconciliation and civil society resiliency; and upholding human rights.
· Demonstrate robust outreach plans to engage overseas publics and broaden the exposure of the exhibition with U.S. audiences.
For the 2021 Biennale, proposals will be considered especially competitive if they: 1) Illustrate the role of art in supporting individual, community, and/or nation-wide resiliency,  recovery, and rebuilding following tragic events and /or natural disasters; 2) Support professional development for artists through apprenticeship, mentorship and other job training programs; and 3) Demonstrate an especially robust outreach plan of exhibition-related activities to engage overseas publics and broaden the exposure of the exhibition with these audiences. 
Pending availability of funds, the Department of State will make up to $375,000 available for this program. Of this amount, $125,000 must be provided to the Peggy Guggenheim Collection in Venice to provide the staffing, maintenance, and operations of the U.S. Pavilion during exhibit installation, display, and removal (approximately 7 months).  The remaining $250,000 should be allocated for exhibition development, preparation, production, installation, dismantling, and return or onward shipping as well as travel for curators and other key participants.  

2021 Art Biennale Theme:
A specific theme is expected to be announced by the Biennale commissioners in mid-2020. Please check the websites at La Biennale di Venezia (http://www.labiennale.org/en/art/index.html), Grants.gov (http://grants.gov) and ECA (Venice Art Biennale) regularly for theme information and other updates.  Proposals presenting topical issues in contemporary visual arts will likely be responsive to the Biennale theme.
BACKGROUND

The 59th International Art Biennale is a bi-annual art festival organized by La Biennale di Venezia, Società di Cultura, formed for the express purpose of planning and implementing all Venetian biennial exhibitions including those for visual arts, architecture and film.  Typically, at least 85 countries including the United States, participate in the Venice Art Biennale.    
The U.S. Pavilion is owned by the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation and managed by the Peggy Guggenheim Collection in Venice.  The building, designed in 1929 by the American architects Delano and Aldrich for Grand Central Galleries in New York, is neo-classical in style.  The director and key staff of the Peggy Guggenheim Collection work closely with the Department of State and our grantee exhibition curators to install and maintain all official U.S. exhibitions presented in the Pavilion. 

Past exhibitions can be viewed on the Peggy Guggenheim Collection website at:

http://www.guggenheim-venice.it/inglese/pavilion/index.php
B.  FEDERAL AWARD INFORMATION
Total Available Funding:  $375,000
Type of Award:  Grant   
Approximate Number of Awards:  1

Anticipated Award Date:   May 1, 2020    

Anticipated Project Completion Date:  January 31, 2022
Type of Funding: FY20 Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange Act of 1961, Public Law 87-256, as amended, also known as the Fulbright-Hays Act.
This notice is subject to availability of funding.
C.  ELIGIBILITY Requirements

1.  Eligibility is limited to not-for-profit art, educational and cultural organizations subject to Section 501(c) (3) of the U.S. tax code and public or private educational institutions.  Direct funding for non-U.S. entities or individual curators is not available under this announcement to coordinate the Official U.S. Presentation at the 59th International Art Biennale. You must submit the necessary documentation to verify your organization’s nonprofit status.  Failure to do so will cause your proposal to be declared technically ineligible.
2. Cost-sharing or matching is required.  Past experience has shown that the overall cost of mounting an exhibition of this scale is considerably higher than actual U.S. Government funding that can be provided.  The applicant will need to contribute cost-sharing from their own organizational resources or other donors in order to complete and maintain the exhibition and provide the required outreach and educational programming. 

3. In order to be eligible to receive an award, all organizations must have a unique entity identifier (Data Universal Numbering System/DUNS number from Dun & Bradstreet), as well as a valid registration on www.SAM.gov. Please see Section D3 for information on how to obtain these registrations.  Additionally, no entity or person listed on the Excluded Parties List System in SAM.gov can participate in any activities under an award. All applicants are strongly encouraged to review the Excluded Parties List System in SAM.gov to ensure that no ineligible entity or person is included in their application.
D.   APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS
1. Address to Request Application Package

Applicants can find the application package and any other materials needed to apply on www.grants.gov  under the announcement title “Official U.S. Presentation at the 59th International Art Exhibition” funding opportunity number “SFOP0006344.” Please contact the ECA point of contact listed in Section G if requesting reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities. Please note that reasonable accommodations do not include deadline extensions.

2. Content and Form of Application Submission 
Content of Application

Please ensure:

•
The proposal clearly addresses the goals and objectives of this funding opportunity

•
All documents are in English

•
All budgets are in U.S. dollars

•
All pages are numbered

•
All documents are formatted to 8 ½ x 11 paper, and

•
All Microsoft Word documents are single-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman font, with a minimum of 1-inch margins.

The following documents are required:
a) Mandatory application forms SF-424, SF-424A and SF424B, as directed on  www.grants.gov.  If your organization engages in lobbying activities, a Disclosure of Lobbying Activities (SF-LLL) form is required

b) Proposal – (Max 10 pages in MS Word) Should contain sufficient information that anyone not familiar with it would understand exactly what the applicant wants to do. You must include all the items below: 

· Abstract/Executive Summary – The abstract is limited to 300 words in length.  It must provide, the name of the curator, a summary of the project, proposed activities, and expected results.

· Introduction to the Organization and Artist: A description of relevant past and present operations/works, showing ability to carry out the program, including information on any previous grants.
· Foreign Policy Statement: A discussion of why the proposed artist and exhibition should represent the U.S. at this particular event at this time. Describe how the artist and the exhibition will showcase any of the following foreign policy goals: strengthening the capacity of civil societies to be more inclusive; inspiring young people to take leadership roles in their communities; prompting dialogue regarding peace, reconciliation and civil society resiliency; and upholding human rights.

· Program Goal(s) and Objectives: The “goals” describe what the exhibition is intended to achieve.  The “objectives” refer to the intermediate accomplishments on the way to the goals. These should be achievable and measurable. Goal should describe the curatorial vision for the works to be presented or commissioned and  if the artist plans to develop new work or create an installation specifically for the event.
· Program Activities: Describe the program activities and how they will help achieve the objectives. An explanation of exhibition-related outreach activities to engage the public, especially diverse audiences (e.g., youth, women, and underserved communities), to broaden the exposure of the exhibition. Outreach activities must take place in Italy. This section should also describe how success will be measured via performance indicators.

· Proposed Schedule and Timeline: The proposed timeline for the program activities.  Include the dates, times, and locations of planned activities and events. will be considered especially competitive that Finally, this section must include a time-task outline that clearly identifies the objectives and major activities.
· Key Personnel: Names, titles, roles and experience/qualifications of key personnel involved in the program; proportion of their time to be used in support of this program.

· Monitoring and Evaluation Plan: Include a detailed plan explaining how the project’s effectiveness will be monitored and evaluated throughout the project. Successful monitoring and evaluation depends on setting short-term and long-term goals that are clear, attainable, measurable, and placed in a reasonable time frame; linking program activities to stated goals; developing performance indicators that are quantifiable, have realistic targets, and are categorized into outputs or outcomes. Grantees will be required to provide an analysis and summary of their evaluation findings in their regular program reports to the Bureau.  

c) Detailed Line Item Budget – Should outline specific cost requirements and cost-share for proposed activities and must be organized according to the OMB cost categories, using the format shown in the supplemental Budget Guidelines and Considerations document.
d) Budget Narrative – (preferably in Word) Should justify each line-item in the budget and explain how the amounts were derived; for example, if adequate cost, historical, or unit pricing data is available (e.g. the work to be performed can be priced with a reasonable degree of certainty, the applicant can reliably predict costs based on similar types of work, or the applicant can easily obtain bids or quotes). The narrative should complement the budget rather than repeat information provided in the budget. For example, the narrative should provide details on the purpose of costs, reasonability of costs, cost price analysis, explain allocations, explain any variances and tie expenses to program activities and/or objectives where appropriate.

e) Work Sample(s) –  Submit up to 15 images in a single PDF file, with one image on each page including the following information: artist name, medium, date of work/activity, dimensions, description of how the image relates to the project. Image size should be consistent; 800 x 600 pixels are suggested.   These work samples should demonstrate the artistic excellence and artistic merit of your project. The images you provide should be recent, of high quality, and as relevant to your project as possible. As part of the 15 images, please include a maximum of 3 schematic design images of the U.S. Pavilion exhibition space to demonstrate the installation of the proposed exhibition. Preview your samples before submitting them to ensure that there are no technical problems that might interfere with the panel's review of your work.  The National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) may copy or digitally convert work samples to facilitate panel review.  By submitting a work sample, you are giving NEA permission for reproduction and dissemination for this purpose.

f) Non-Profit Status – Copy of IRS letter confirming 501 (c) (3) status

3. Required Registrations
Each applicant is required to: (i) Be registered in SAM.gov before submitting its application; (ii) provide a valid unique entity identifier in its application; and (iii) continue to maintain an active SAM registration with current information at all times during which it has an active Federal award or an application or plan under consideration by a Federal awarding agency.  

THE SAM.GOV REGISTRATION PROCESS CAN TAKE SEVERAL WEEKS 

DO NOT DELAY

Step 1: Apply for a DUNS number
All prime organizations, whether based in the United States or in another country, must have a Unique Entity Identifier (UEI), formerly referred to as DUNS, in order to complete registration with the SAM.gov before submitting an application.  ECA may not review applications from or make awards to applicants that have not completed all applicable UEI and SAM.gov requirements.  A UEI is one of the data elements mandated by Public Law 109-282, the Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act (FFATA), for all Federal awards. Obtaining a UEI number is easy and there is no charge.  To obtain a UEI number, access http://www.dnb.com or call 1-866-705-5711.  Please ensure that your UEI (Data Universal Numbering System or DUNS) number is included in the appropriate box of the SF – 424 which is part of the formal application package. For more detailed instructions for obtaining a UEI (DUNS) number, refer to:  https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/organization-registration/step-1-obtain-duns-number.html
Step 2: Register in SAM.gov

If you are based in the United States or pay employees within the United States, prior to registering in SAM.gov you will need an Employer Identification Number (EIN) from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). For more detailed instructions for registering with SAM, refer to:  https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/organization-registration/step-2-register-with-sam.html All federal award recipients must maintain current registrations in the SAM database.  Recipients must maintain accurate and up-to-date information in www.SAM.gov until all program and financial activity and reporting have been completed. Recipients must review and update the information at least annually after the initial registration and more frequently if required information changes or another award is granted.  There is no cost associated with registering or updating SAM.gov accounts. Failure to register in SAM.gov will render applicants ineligible to receive funding.
Step 2: 

4. Other Submission Information 

For help submitting applications in Grants.gov:  the Grants.gov Contact Center can be reached 24 hours a day, 7 days a week (closed on federal holidays). Phone: 1-800-518-4726 (local toll free). You may also contact grants.gov by email at support@grants.gov. However, ECA encourages organizations to submit applications during normal business hours (Monday – Friday, 9:00AM - 5:00p.m. Eastern Standard Time (EST)).
Organizations that have used grants.gov in the past: Ensure that the organization’s registration in SAM.gov is up to date, and is linked to the appropriate DUNS number. 
Application Deadline:  All applications must be submitted and confirmed in Grants.gov on or before February 27, 2020 at 11:59 p.m. eastern standard time.  Applications received after 11:59 p.m. will be ineligible and will not be considered. Begin the application process early, as this will allow time to address any technical difficulties that may arise in advance of the deadline.  There will be no exceptions to this application deadline. Only one proposal per applicant will be accepted. 
Please Note:  Planning and budgeting for exhibitions in the U.S. Pavilion is a complicated process, and the Pavilion can prove to be a challenging venue.  To assist in your planning, the Pavilion’s floor plans are attached to the Notice of Funding Opportunity – “Official U.S. Presentation at the 59th International Art Biennale, Venice, Italy.”
ECA bears no responsibility for disqualification that result from applicants not being registered in required systems before the due date, for system errors in grants.gov or other errors in the application process.
E. AWARD SELECTION CRITERIA

Proposals for the Official U.S. Exhibition at the 58th International Art Exhibition will be reviewed by the Federal Advisory Committee on International Exhibitions (FACIE), a committee of leading U.S. curators, experts in American art, a U.S. Department of State representative, convened by the National Endowment for the Arts on behalf of the U.S. Department of State for the purpose of assessing the proposals and making recommendations for exhibitions to represent the U.S. at major international exhibitions.
Applicants should note that the following criteria serve as a standard against which all proposals will be individually evaluated and serve to identify the significant matters that should be addressed in all proposals.  
The panelists will review eligible proposals based on following criteria listed here. These criteria are not rank ordered and carry equal weight in the proposal evaluation:

Support of U.S. foreign policy goals, which include: 
· Strengthening the capacity of civil societies to be more inclusive, in particular of youth and women.
· Conveying innovative ideas for re-building, recovering and furthering resiliency following tragic events. 
· Inspiring young people to take leadership roles in initiatives that create positive opportunities for themselves and for their communities.

· Show casing entrepreneurial skills of artists and arts professionals. 

· Upholding human rights.
Artistic excellence, which includes:

· Quality and significance of the artist, artwork and theme that the project will involve, as appropriate. 

· Record of professional activity and achievement by individuals/organizations involved.

· Ability to monitor and measure the successful implementation of the exhibition and tracking of program indicators.  

Artistic merit, which includes: 
· Extent to which proposal represents the vitality and/or diversity of the contemporary U.S. arts community.  

· Scope of public programming in Venice to engage broad audiences through outreach activities associated with the exhibition.  Public programming for participants in underserved communities surrounding Venice is also encouraged. The Biennale is a unique opportunity to share important developments in the American arts scene with members of the international community and engage diverse audiences (e.g. youth, women, and underserved communities) beyond the exhibition site. 

· Suitability of the exhibition for the U.S. Pavilion at the 59th International Art Exhibition.

· Ability of applicant to carry out the proposed exhibition with a cost-effective budget.
F. FEDERAL AWARD ADMINISTRATION

1. Award Notices:  
The grant agreement shall be written, signed, awarded, and administered by a Grants Officer at the U.S. Department of State through the State Award Management System (SAMS Domestic.)  The Grants Officer is the Government official delegated the authority by the U.S. Department of State Procurement Executive to write, award, and administer grants and cooperative agreements.  Organizations whose applications will not be funded will also be notified in writing. If a proposal is selected for funding, the Department of State has no obligation to provide any additional future funding. Renewal of an award to increase funding or extend the period of performance is at the discretion of the Department of State. Additionally, applicants selected for funding may be required comply with the following: 

· Respond to conditions or recommendation issued by the panel
· If your organization has a NICRA and includes NICRA charges in the budget, your latest NICRA as a PDF file
· Submission of required documents to register in the Payment Management System managed by the Department of Health and Human Services, if receiving ECA funding for the first time
· Other requested information or documents included in the notification of intent to make a Federal award or subsequent communications prior to issuance of a Federal award.
2. Administrative and National Policy Requirements:
ECA requires all Recipients of funding comply with all applicable Department and Federal Laws and regulations, including but not limited to the following:

· 2 CFR 200 the UNIFORM ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS, COST PRINCIPLES, AND AUDIT REQUIREMENTS FOR FEDERAL AWARDS, and 2 CFR 600, the implementing regulations of the Department of State.

· The Department’s Standard Terms and Conditions at https://www.state.gov/about-us-office-of-the-procurement-executive/.
Organizations should be familiar with 2 CFR 200 and 2 CFR 600 as well as the Department of State Standard terms and conditions and required certifications which will apply to this award to ensure that they will be able to comply.  
3. Crediting Language:  
The grantee is required to include language crediting the U.S. Department of State, and an approved Department of State logo, which currently is the U.S. flag along with the U.S Department of State seal, in all print and electronic materials related to the grant.  Specific crediting language will be stipulated in the grant agreement.
4. Outreach Coordination:  
Grantees are required to coordinate public relations, including outreach and social media platforms, and media strategies with the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA).  Public announcements and press releases must be cleared with ECA in advance of their release.

5. Reporting Requirements:  Grantees are required to submit quarterly program progress and financial reports throughout the project period.  Progress and financial reports are due 30 days after the reporting period.  Final programmatic and financial reports are due 90 days after the close of the project period.  Progress reports must be uploaded and to the SAMS Domestic system.   Financial reports must be submitted electronically through the Payment Management System, and then uploaded to SAMS Domestic. In addition to final program reporting requirements, award recipients should be familiar with the requirements under the Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act (FFATA) and the Office of Management and Budget USASpending.gov website. 
G.  FEDERAL AGENCY CONTACT

For questions about this solicitation, or to request technical or programmatic clarification (not concept approval) contact the Cultural Programs Division, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, at: Jill Staggs at StaggsJJ@state.gov, (202) 632 -6408 or Scott DeJesse at DeJesseAS@state.gov, (202) 632-6407.  Concerns and questions that benefit the larger applicant community, as determined by the Grants Officer, shall be posted to grants.gov for review.
H. ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES

 Pursuant to the Bureau’s authorizing legislation, programs must maintain a non-political character and should he balanced and representative of the diversity of American political, social, and cultural life. “Diversity” should be interpreted in the broadest sense and encompass differences including but not limited to ethnicity, race, gender, religion, geographic location, social-economic status, and disabilities. Applicants are strongly encouraged to adhere to the advancement of this principle both in program administration and in program content. Please refer to the review criteria under the Support for Diversity section for specific suggestions on incorporating diversity into the total proposal. Public Law 104-319 provides that “in carrying out programs of educational and cultural exchange in countries whose people do not fully enjoy freedom and democracy,” the Bureau, “shall take appropriate steps to provide opportunities for participation in such program to human rights and democracy leaders of such countries.” Public Law 106 - 113 requires that the governments of the countries described above do not have inappropriate influence in the selection process. Proposals should reflect advancement of this goal in their program contents, to the full extent deemed feasible.
J. DIVERSITY STATEMENT
DIVERSITY

Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs

The Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs of the United States Department of State strives to ensure that all programs conducted under its mandate reflect the diversity of the intended audiences.  The Bureau aggressively seeks and actively encourages the involvement of U. S. and international participants from traditionally underrepresented audiences in all its grants, programs and other activities.  These audiences include, but are not limited to women, racial and ethnic minorities, people living in underserved geographic locations, religious minorities, people of lower socio-economic status and people with disabilities.
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