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Executive Summary
Federal Agency Name
Fisheries Protected Resources Program Office (PRPO)

Funding Opportunity Title
John H. Prescott Marine Mammal Rescue Assistance Grant

Announcement Type
Competitive

Funding Opportunity Number
NOAA-NMFS-PRP0-2026-31863

Assistance Listing Number(s)
11.061

Dates

NOAA NOFO Page 1 of 33



**Applications must be postmarked, provided to a delivery service, or received in Grants.gov by 11:59
p.m. Eastern Time on Tuesday, December 1, 2026. U.S. Postal mail and commercial delivery must be
documented with a receipt.**

**For technical assistance contact Grants.gov support (support@grants.gov) 24 hours a day 7 days a
week excluding federal holidays. 1-800-518-4726 (U.S); 1-606-545-5035 (International).**

**All applicants must submit a Prescott Letter of Eligibility from their Regional Stranding Coordinator, or
the Acting Prescott Grant Program Manager (mackenzie.griffin@noaa.gov). See “Eligibility” section for
more details.**

**Please read this announcement in its entirety, since the application requirements have changed from
the previous year. Support materials are available on the Prescott Grant Program website in the “For
Applicants” section**

When you submit an application to this competition you will receive notification of submission validation
from Grants.gov and eRA Commons. Only validated applications are sent to NOAA to review. To ensure
successful submission of an application, we strongly recommend that you submit a final and complete
application at least two business days prior to the submission deadline.

In addition to the Grants.gov automated notification messages, once an electronic application is
accepted in eRA Commons, you will receive an automated notification from eRA Commons that the
completed application was received and that an application number will be assigned. If there are errors in
the application, eRA Commons will send an automated email notification(s) of any errors or warnings
identified by eRA Commons. You must resolve all eRA Commons errors prior to the application due date
in order for the application to be processed.

You should save and print the proof of submission messages from both Grants.gov and eRA Commons.
If you do not receive an acceptance message from both Grants.gov and eRA Commons, you should
follow up with the eRA Helpdesk at 1-866-504-9552 and the agency contact listed in Section VIl to
confirm NOAA's receipt of the complete submission. See Section IV(G) for detailed instructions on
submission validation requirements.

Registration Requirements

NOTE: We strongly encourage all prospective applicants to begin required registrations as early as
possible. Completing the required registrations can take six weeks or longer. Submission due dates will
not be extended because of registration delays. Submissions received after the due date will be
considered late and will not be accepted unless given an approved hardship exemption.

Applicant organizations and individuals must register for three different Federal systems prior to
submitting an application through Grants.gov (SAM.gov, eRA Commons, and Grants.gov).

Applicant organizations and individuals must first register with SAM.gov and obtain a Unique Entity
Identifier (UEI). After you obtain your UEI, you can complete your Grants.gov and eRA Commons
registrations concurrently.

See Section IV(G) for detailed instructions on registration requirements. If you do not have access to the
internet, please contact the Agency Contacts listed in this NOFO for submission instructions.

Funding Opportunity Description
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NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service's (NMFS) Marine Mammal Health and Stranding Response
Program (MMHSRP) is authorized under the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) to facilitate
collecting and disseminating reference data on stranded marine mammals (cetaceans and pinnipeds,
excluding walrus) and the health trends of marine mammal populations in the wild. The John H. Prescott
Marine Mammal Rescue Assistance Grant Program is administered by NMFS to provide federal
assistance to eligible members of the U.S. National Marine Mammal Stranding Network, the U.S.
National Entanglement Response Network, and their collaborators to provide for: (A) the recovery, care,
or treatment of sick, injured, or entangled marine mammals; (B) responses to marine mammal stranding
events that require emergency assistance; (C) the collection of data and samples from living or dead
stranded marine mammals for scientific research or assessments regarding marine mammal health; (D)
facility operating costs that are directly related to activities described in (A), (B), or (C); and (E)
development of stranding network capacity, including training for emergency response, where facilities
do not exist or are sparse. This document describes how to submit proposals for funding under this
competition and how NMFS will review and determine which proposals are selected for funding.

Full Text of Announcement
I. Funding Opportunity Description

A. Program Objective

The John H. Prescott Marine Mammal Rescue Assistance Grant Program, hereafter referred to as the
Prescott Grant Program, was established under the Marine Mammal Rescue Assistance Act of 2000 (16
U.S.C. 1421f-1), an amendment to the MMPA. The Prescott Grant Program was amended by the James
M. Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023, P. L. 117-263, Div. J, Title CIV. This law
includes additional requirements for data collection from stranded animals, as well as the creation by
NMFS of a new centralized database - the Marine Mammal Health Monitoring and Analysis Platform
(HealthMAP) - to store the additional health data and provide visualizations for the public. This database
is currently in development with the help of the U.S. National Marine Mammal Stranding Network and U.S.
National Entanglement Response Network participants and collaborators.

The Prescott Grant Program is administered by the NOAA NMFS' MMHSRP, and provides federal
assistance to eligible U.S. National Marine Mammal Stranding Network participants and collaborators,
primarily for projects involving marine mammal strandings. The Prescott Grant Program also provides
federal assistance to eligible U.S. National Marine Mammal Entanglement Response Network participants
to respond to entangled marine mammals.

In general and per statute, the Prescott Grant Program supports: (A) the recovery, care, or treatment of
sick, injured, or entangled marine mammals; (B) responses to marine mammal stranding or entanglement
events that require emergency assistance; (C) the collection of data and samples from living or dead
stranded or entangled marine mammals for scientific research or assessments regarding marine
mammal health; (D) facility operating costs that are directly related to activities described in (A), (B), or
(C); and (E) development of stranding and entanglement network capacity, including training for
emergency response, where facilities do not exist or are sparse.

A stranded marine mammal is defined as a marine mammal in the wild that is:

e Dead and on a beach, shore, or in waters under the jurisdiction of the United States.
e Alive and on a beach or shore of the United States and unable to return to the water, or able to
return to the water, but in apparent need of medical attention.
e Alive in waters under the jurisdiction of the United States but is unable to return to its natural
habitat under its own power or without assistance.
Entanglements can be external or internal, or both depending on the entanglement configuration.

e An external entanglement is where foreign material (e.g., hooks, line, net, debris, etc.) becomes
wrapped around, hooked into, or involves the outside of the body of the animal.

NOAA NOFO Page 3 of 33


https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-life-distress/marine-mammal-health-and-stranding-response-program
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-life-distress/marine-mammal-health-and-stranding-response-program
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-life-distress/marine-mammal-health-and-stranding-response-program
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/grant/john-h-prescott-marine-mammal-rescue-assistance-grant-program
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/grant/john-h-prescott-marine-mammal-rescue-assistance-grant-program
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/grant/john-h-prescott-marine-mammal-rescue-assistance-grant-program
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-life-distress/national-marine-mammal-stranding-response-network#:~:text=The%20U.S.%20Marine%20Mammal%20Stranding,investigates%20dead%20stranded%20marine%20mammals.
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-life-distress/national-marine-mammal-entanglement-response-networks
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-life-distress/national-marine-mammal-entanglement-response-networks
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-life-distress/national-marine-mammal-entanglement-response-networks
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/grant/john-h-prescott-marine-mammal-rescue-assistance-grant-program
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-life-distress/national-marine-mammal-stranding-response-network
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-life-distress/national-marine-mammal-stranding-response-network
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-life-distress/national-marine-mammal-entanglement-response-networks
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-life-distress/national-marine-mammal-entanglement-response-networks
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-life-distress/national-marine-mammal-entanglement-response-networks
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-life-distress/national-marine-mammal-stranding-response-network
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-life-distress/national-marine-mammal-stranding-response-network
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-life-distress/national-marine-mammal-entanglement-response-networks
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-life-distress/national-marine-mammal-entanglement-response-networks

e Aninternal entanglement is where an animal ingests fishing gear including hooks, line, or other
marine debris, which could become embedded in the mouth or throat.

Under the MMHSRP, NMFS coordinates responses to sick, injured, distressed, imperiled, or dead marine
mammals under NMFS jurisdiction (all cetaceans (whales, dolphins, and porpoises) and most pinnipeds
(seals and sea lions)), investigates health and health trends of wild marine mammal populations, and
implements policies and procedures to carry out statutory obligations under Title IV of the MMPA in an
effective and efficient manner. As outlined in Title IV of the MMPA, the goals of the MMHSRP are to: (1)
facilitate the collection and dissemination of reference data on the health of marine mammals and health
trends of marine mammal populations in the wild; (2) correlate the health of marine mammals and marine
mammal populations in the wild, with available data on physical, chemical, and biological environmental
parameters; and (3) coordinate effective responses to unusual mortality events.

B. Program Priorities
These program priorities pertain only to cetaceans and pinnipeds (excluding walrus), the marine
mammal species under the jurisdiction of the Department of Commerce (DOC). When suitable,
collaborative multi-organization, multi-regional or cross-regional proposals that amplify the benefits to
the networks are encouraged. All proposals must meet or exceed NMFS MMHSRP Best Practices on
proposed subject matters. International travel to conferences, workshops, and meetings is not eligible to
be funded under this Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO).
There are four Program priorities for this grant competition:
e  Priority #1. Stranding Response
Priority #2. Entanglement Response
Priority #3. Diagnostic Labs & Other National or Multi-Regional Services
e Priority #4. Research & Development
There are both National and Regional goals listed under each Program priority. There are five NMFS
Regions:
e Alaska Region
Greater Atlantic Region
Pacific Islands Region
e Southeast Region
o West Coast Region
A national map showing each region's area, and a list of authorized Stranding Network Members is
provided on the Report a Stranded or Injured Marine Animal website.
Priority #1. Stranding Response
Support basic and enhancement needs of organizations for the response, treatment, rehabilitation, data
collection, and data analysis/synthesis from living and dead stranded or entangled marine mammals.
Proposals should enhance the quality, consistency, quantity, reporting, and sharing of data collected
from stranded and entangled marine mammals. Development of stranding network capacity, including
training, in areas where it is sparse is included under this priority. See Level A Data Collection for Marine
Mammal Stranding Events and Examiners Guide for more information about data. This is a high priority
for NOAA Fisheries' Endangered Species in the Spotlight, including:

e Cook Inlet beluga whales, Alaska Region

e Southern Resident killer whales, West Coast Region

¢ North Atlantic right whales, Greater Atlantic and Southeast Regions

e Rice’s whales, Southeast Region

e Hawaiian monk seals, Pacific Islands Region
As well as other endangered marine mammal species, and those species involved in ongoing Unusual
Mortality Event (UME) and post-UME monitoring and analyses.
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Projects involving non-Endangered Species Act (ESA)-listed or non-MMPA depleted species should
provide data/information for conservation management needs such as establishing or maintaining
baseline information; or identifying human interactions, fisheries interactions, habitat threats, or other
threats to co-occurring species.

Below are tables with Priority #1 National Goals from “A” to “H” (in no particular order). There may be
additional specific goals within some regions (AKR = Alaska Region; PIR = Pacific Islands Region; WCR =
West Coast Region; GAR = Greater Atlantic Region; SER = Southeast Region), which are under the broad
National Priority and Goal. You may apply for either the National Goal and/or your region’s goal(s).

Priority #1A: Capacity & Response Infrastructure

NATIONAL

To more effectively respond to stranding events, improve stranding response preparedness,
capacity, and infrastructure. Examples may include:

e developing regional equipment caches;

e developing improved response methodology, e.g., returning apparently healthy large
whales back to the ocean, supporting large whale euthanasia, enhanced capabilities
to triage live stranded marine mammals, telemetry techniques, etc.

e increasing or enhancing response gear and/or medical supplies including field
diagnostic equipment and instruments (e.g., mobile x-ray);

e planning to improve veterinary participation (e.g., health assessment, supportive
care, and euthanasia); and

e planning to improve coordination with neighboring organizations (e.g., with local,
Tribal, and state government organizations).

AKR

Covered under National Goal.

GAR

Increase coverage for live and dead cetacean response and data collection from Salem to
North Weymouth, Massachusetts. This includes developing cooperative plans with federal
agencies, local/state agencies, Tribal governments to identify carcass landing/necropsy
sites.

PIR

Develop and enhance live and dead stranded cetacean response in Guam, American Samoa,
and/or the Commonwealth of the Marianas Islands, while maintaining continuity in response
efforts in the Hawaiian archipelago.

Increase participation of key network members and partners in cetacean and Hawaiian monk
seal response in the Pacific Islands region.

SER

Increase coverage for live and dead strandings and Level A data collection, especially in
Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands, South Carolina, southwest Texas, areas where there are
episodic stranding, entanglement or mortality events, and areas where stranding/human
interaction data are utilized by a Take Reduction Team.

WCR

Increase coverage for dead pinniped response and Level A data collection in Los Angeles,
San Diego, and San Luis Obispo Counties.

Prepare for live and dead Southern Resident Killer Whale stranding response. This could
include pools for temporary holding, response trailers, and transport equipment. Resources
will ideally be staged in Washington state.

Priority #1B: Large-scale/Non-Routine Event Preparedness
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NATIONAL

Improve ability to respond to large-scale or non-routine events such as: mass strandings, oil
spills, natural disasters, harmful algal bloom related strandings, out-of-habitat situations.
Examples may include but are not limited to:

e equipment caches
basic or advanced training

efforts to develop contingency plans at the local or regional level

AKR Covered under National Goal.

GAR

PIR

WCR

SER Enhance capabilities to monitor cetaceans reported in freshwater and rapidly perform

thorough necropsies on dead-stranded animals with reported freshwater exposure.

Priority #1C: Necropsies & Diagnostics

NATIONAL

Increase capacity and training for carcass disposal, to conduct necropsies, especially for
large whales, and improve detection of human interaction, iliness or injury through improved
sample collection and diagnostic testing. Collaborative, multi-organizational proposals are
highly encouraged.

AKR
GAR
PIR
SER
WCR

Covered under National Goal.

Priority #1D: Disease Surveillance

NATIONAL

Conduct surveillance of emerging diseases (e.g., avian influenza, morbillivirus, brucella,
protozoa, erysipelas, tularemia, etc.) and harmful algae bloom toxins.

AKR
GAR
PIR
SER
WCR

Covered under National Goal.

Priority #1E: Rehabilitation Facilities and post-release monitoring

NATIONAL

Develop, upgrade or modify temporary and permanent rehabilitation facilities to meet or
exceed the NMFS Standards for Rehabilitation Facilities. Additionally, provide rehabilitation
care for live-stranded animals, and conduct monitoring post-release (e.g., satellite tagging,
tag resight surveys, etc.).

AKR
PIR

Covered under National Goal.
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SER

WCR

GAR Provide pinniped rehabilitation for human interaction cases.

Evaluate success of short term holding and treatments of pinnipeds (including ice seals) or
small cetaceans, including supplies for post release monitoring, and analysis of treatments
provided, to optimize success where long term rehabilitation is limited.

Priority 1F: Data Entry & Analysis

NATIONAL|Entering stranding data into regional and national databases (e.g., National Stranding
Database, CETO, or HealthMAP (once operational)) and/or conducting data analysis.

AKR Covered under National Goal.

PIR

WCR Contribute to the new database that stores standardized data for tagging and marking
resight data of rehabilitated pinnipeds throughout the West Coast Region (overseen by the
California Wildlife Center).

GAR Review long term data trends of pinniped rehabilitation cases and synthesize data through
analysis such as identifying best practices or admission criteria, to optimize success given
limited resources.

SER Enhance capabilities to synthesize and publish existing stranding data, especially health,
cause of illness, and cause of death data.

Priority 1G: Foster Inter- and Intra-Regional Collaboration

NATIONAL|Organize, host, and/or attend regional Stranding and Entanglement Response Network
Conferences or additional appropriate domestic meetings or conferences to foster
collaboration and training.

AKR Covered under National Goal.

PIR

SER

WCR

AKR In coordination with NOAA Fisheries Regional Stranding Coordinator, organize and host large
whale necropsy training. This may include documenting human interactions (e.g., vessel
strike) particularly when time and resources are limited (e.g., window protocol), virtual or
hybrid options for remote participants, and hands-on necropsy training by experts.

GAR Educate state and local government organizations (e.g., law enforcement, fire departments,

lifeguards, environmental management agencies) on how to respond to stranding events
more effectively.

Priority #1H: Outreach & Education

NOAA NOFO
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NATIONAL

Provide outreach to educate the community about marine mammals, safe viewing, human
interaction, and managing public expectations for stranding response (e.g., develop
education messaging or materials geared towards reducing human interaction and
harassment in live pinnipeds and small cetaceans on shore, boating or fishing near free
swimming large whales).

Paid internship programs that offer hands-on educational experiences to the next generation
of marine scientists.

AKR
GAR
PIR
SER
WCR

Covered under National Goal.

Priority #2. Entanglement Response

Enhance e
work to be
and morta

ntanglement response, training, tagging, and post-release monitoring. Proposals may also
tter understand, document, and address underlying causes of entanglement to reduce injury
lity due to fishery gear and marine debris interactions. Development of entanglement

response network capacity, including training, in areas where it is sparse is included under this priority.

Below are

tables with three Priority #2 National Goals from “A” to “C” (in no particular order). There may

be additional specific goals within some regions (AKR = Alaska Region; PIR = Pacific Islands Region;

WCR = We
broad Nati

st Coast Region; GAR = Greater Atlantic Region; SER = Southeast Region), which are under the
onal Priority and Goal. You may apply for either the National Goal and/or your region’s goal.

Priority #2A: Large Whale Entanglement Response

NATIONAL

Meet or exceed Large whale response activities as outlined in the Large Whale Entanglement
Response Best Practices. Enhance regional and trans-regional logistical support, data
collection, and analyses for response to living and dead large whale stranding or
entanglement events, which may include: vessel and fuel costs, salary for higher level
responders, monitoring and survey costs in areas of high whale density, purchase of
response tools and safety gear, and support for current authorized responders to
attend/conduct refresher large whale entanglement trainings.

Increase the number of authorized entanglement responders (Level 3, 4 and 5), particularly in
Alaska, Pacific Islands, West Coast, and Greater Atlantic Regions.

Develop and test novel tools for more efficient responses to entanglements.

AKR Covered under National Goal.

PIR

SER

WCR Provide large whale entanglement response training throughout the Pacific Northwest to
authorized groups and responders by experts (Level 3 or 4 responders).

GAR Develop regional identification guide for common sources of entanglement, similar to Guide

for Identifying Gear from Marine Mammal Entanglements in the U.S. West Coast and Alaska.
Collaboration with partners in SER is encouraged for consistency.
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Priority #2B: Small Cetacean Entanglement Response

NATIONAL|Meet or exceed small cetacean response activities as outlined in the Small Cetacean
Entanglement Response Best Practices. Enhance regional and trans-regional logistical
support, data collection, and analyses for response to live small cetacean entanglement
events, which may include:

Developing and testing novel tools for more efficient responses to entanglements, such as
the development and caching of remote entanglement response tools and methods for boat-
based disentanglement.

Providing training for the use of existing small cetacean entanglement remote tools.
Developing remote sedation tools and techniques for small cetaceans. Supporting costs of|
entanglement responses (including telemetry, tool purchases, etc.) as appropriate.

AKR Covered under National Goal.

PIR

SER

WCR

GAR Develop regional identification guide for common sources of entanglement, similar to Guide

for Identifying Gear from Marine Mammal Entanglements in the U.S. West Coast and Alaska.
Collaboration with partners in SER is encouraged for consistency.

Priority #2C: Pinniped Entanglement Response

NATIONAL

Meet or exceed pinniped response activities as outlined in the Pinniped Entanglement
Response Best Practices. Enhance regional and trans-regional logistical support, data
collection, and analyses for response to live pinniped entanglement events.

Support responses, particularly in: Alaska; Greater Atlantic; and West Coast regions.

Enhance reporting and documentation of live entangled pinnipeds using consistent and
comparable methods with other regions.

Improve capacity and training with tools for land and boat-based disentanglement, remote
sedation tools, and capture and handling techniques. This may include gear caches, or
training through shadowing opportunities.

AKR Covered under National Goal.

PIR

SER

WCR

GAR Develop regional identification guide for common sources of entanglement, similar to Guide

for Identifying Gear from Marine Mammal Entanglements in the U.S. West Coast and Alaska.
Collaboration with partners in SER is encouraged for consistency.
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Priority #3. Diagnostic Labs & Other National or Multi-Regional Services

Support collaborative, multi-organizational scientific, diagnostic, and response services provided to the
Stranding and Entanglement Response Networks to enhance data collection, analyses, and improve
understanding of marine mammal health, strandings, entanglements, and rehabilitation.

Below is a table with three Priority #5 National Goals from “A” to “C” (in no particular order). This priority
only considers National Goals.

Priority #5A, B, C: Diagnostic Labs & Other National or Multi-Regional Services

NATIONAL|5A. Increase Stranding Network diagnostic capabilities by providing diagnostics, disease
surveillance, outbreak investigation, or histopathology services.

5B. Provide additional services to improve understanding of marine mammal health and
strandings and/or entanglements. Examples of services include, but are not limited to:
hearing testing, imaging, gas analyses, tooth aging, epigenetics, genetics, stomach content
analysis, parasites, stable isotopes, gear analyses, sample archiving/preservation,
epidemiology, etc.

5C. Provide tags, post-release monitoring, analysis, and interpretation of telemetry data from
stranded, out-of-habitat, entangled, or rehabilitated and released cetaceans and pinnipeds.

Priority #4. Research & Development
Develop scientific research projects designed to test hypotheses about marine mammal strandings,
entanglements, and/or health/health trends, utilizing data from living and dead stranded and/or wild
marine mammals. Develop tools, techniques, tests, treatments, etc. for stranded, entangled, and/or
injured/distressed marine mammals. Data or samples may be collected from stranded or entangled
animals as well as bycaught, subsistence hunted, or “free-swimming” wild animals, if those animals
serve as controls or for comparisons in specific scientific study designs. If using non-stranded wild
animals such as from subsistence use, by-caught, or field research on free-swimming animals, the
proposal must link the use of these animals/samples from these animals to known or suspected health
issues of stranded marine mammals, to the health status of the population, or to the development and
validation of new tools and techniques to assess such health conditions. Projects involving non-ESA-
listed or non-MMPA depleted species should provide data/information on how the project objective will
address conservation management needs.

For investigations of pathogen impacts on population health or strandings, you may want to refer to the
Pathogen Prioritization list.

Below is a table with three Priority #6 National Goals from “A” to “C” (in no particular order). This priority
only considers National Goals.

Priority #6A, B, C: Research & Development

NATIONAL|6A. Develop, test, and evaluate tools and/or treatments, to determine efficacy for stranded,
entangled, and/or injured/distressed marine mammals (e.g., point of care diagnostics, tag
designs, refloating aids, remote sedation, entanglement tools, UAS platforms for tag or
biopsy deployment, etc.).

6B. Investigate emerging diseases, climate changing environmental conditions (e.g., extreme
flood events, harmful algae blooms, range shifts, habitat compression, etc.), and/or other
developing issues that may impact marine mammal health, strandings, and/or
entanglements.
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6C. Conducting analyses and interpretations of marine mammal population health, stranding,
and/or entanglement data.

C. Program Authority
Authority 16 U.S.C. 1421 f-1

Il. Award Information

A. Funding Availability
All proposals must be limited to a maximum of a one year period of performance (12 month maximum).
Proposals from a single organization as well as multi-organization proposals will be accepted:

1. Single organization proposals may request and be awarded for a maximum federal award
amount of up to $125,000.

2. Alimited number of multi-organizational proposals may request and be awarded for a maximum
award amount of up to $150,000. These multi-organizational proposals must meet the following
criteria:

1. Proposals must be collaborative with any combination of at least 3 of the following:
stranding agreement holders, local/state agencies, Tribal governments, or researchers.
2. The proposal must clearly demonstrate cost sharing between all entities involved in the
project. Costs do not necessarily need to be split evenly among all groups, but it should
be apparent that there is substantive collaboration among all named organizations.
3. All organizations involved in the proposal must submit letters of collaboration to
document their willingness to collaborate with all involved organizations.
Failure to meet these criteria will make the proposal ineligible to be considered for the full
amount of Federal funding requested.Notwithstanding verbal or written assurance that may
have been received, there is no obligation on the part of NOAA to cover pre-award costs.
However, if an applicant incurs any costs before receiving an award agreement signed by an
authorized NOAA official, the applicant would do so solely at its own risk of these costs not
being reimbursed by the government or not receiving an award. No grant award may exceed
$150,000 in any 12-month period (16 U.S.C. 1421f-1).

Awards are dependent upon the availability of federal funding as provided by Congress. Publication of
this notice does not obligate NOAA to award any specific project or to obligate any available funds.
Applicants are not guaranteed any level of funding. The exact amount of funds that may be awarded will
be determined during pre-award negotiations between the applicant and NOAA representatives. If an
application for a financial assistance award is selected for funding, NOAA has no obligation to provide
any additional funding in connection with that award in subsequent years beyond the award period.

If funds become available, NOAA estimates that approximately ten to 40 awards may be made,
depending on the amount of funds appropriated. Funds may be set aside from the annual appropriation
to provide emergency assistance awards to eligible Stranding and Entanglement Response Network
participants. These emergency funds will be available until expended during the period of fiscal
availability.

" ou

See Section V. “Application Review Information” to learn more about “Evaluation Criteria”, “Review and
Selection Process”, and “Selection Factors”.

B. Project/Award Period
To accommodate award processing times, project start dates should be no earlier than September 1,
2027. The requested award start date must begin on the first day of the first month and end on the last
day of the last month of the project period.
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If you cannot complete your project aims within the specified project period and have funds remaining,
NOAA will consider providing a no-cost extension (NCE). A NCE extends the original project period,
allowing the completion of project aims without additional funds being provided by NOAA. If the money
is expended and funds are needed to continue the project, the applicant should submit another proposal
during the next competitive award cycle.

Recipients must have a project-related reason to extend your project end date. Extensions may not be
obtained for the sole purpose of spending remaining funds. This action must be taken before the project
period ends, and grantees are required to notify the NOAA Federal Program Officer at least 30 days
before the end of the award to discuss the possibility of a NCE. In general, a project period can be
extended up to 12-months. A maximum of 4 NCEs may be granted for a project. However, NCEs are not
guaranteed and must be justified based on the unforeseen challenges, delays, or hardships.

C. Type of Funding Instrument
Under this solicitation, NOAA will fund Prescott projects as grants or cooperative agreements, as
appropriate for the nature of the project. Where a cooperative agreement is issued, the nature of NOAA's
"substantial involvement" will generally be a collaboration between NOAA and a Recipient on the scope
of work. Additional forms of substantial involvement that may arise are described in Chapter 5. C of the
Department of Commerce (DOC) Grants and Cooperative Agreements Manual.

lll. Eligibility Information

A. Eligible Applicants

All applicants must submit a Prescott Letter of Eligibility with the application in order to be considered for
an award. The Prescott Letter of Eligibility states that you and/or your organization are either a Stranding
or Entanglement Response Network participant in good standing, or collaborating with a Stranding or
Entanglement Response Network member. New Applicants: The Letter of Eligibility must state that you
are a new applicant who has never had a Prescott application reviewed during the technical review
process of a previous Prescott competition.

For new and previous applicants, Eligibility Letters may be obtained in the following manner:

For Priority #1 and #2 (Stranding Response and Entanglement Response) proposals, applicants may
request a letter from their NMFS Regional Stranding Coordinator or Entanglement Coordinator.

For Priority #3 and #4 (Diagnostic Labs and Research & Development), proposal applicants may request
a letter from the Acting Prescott Grant Program Manager, (mackenzie.griffin@noaa.gov). Diagnostic
laboratories should include a summary of their capabilities, services proposed, and their turn-around
time (if applicable), as part of their request. For research applications (Priority #4), the applicant does
not need to be a Stranding or Entanglement Response Network participant but must provide in the
proposal a letter of collaboration from one or more Network participants in good standing that will work
with them on the proposed activities.

It is the applicant's responsibility to obtain all necessary federal, local/state permits and approvals
(including co-investigator and/or researcher authorization letters) prior to awarding of funds. Please see
the Prescott Grant Program FAQs to learn more about eligibility, permits, and approvals. For further
information on permit requirements and application procedures, please contact the Acting Prescott
Grant Program Manager.

For these additional authorizations, the applicant must be able to provide the entire permit or approval
prior to award funding, but only the cover letter should be submitted with the application. Receipt of
required MMPA (and ESA, if applicable) scientific research and enhancement permits, verification of
Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) approval, or other authorizations will be required
prior to awarding of funds. The awarding of funds will be delayed if other federal, local/state permits are
not obtained.
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For coverage under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), applications will be reviewed to
determine if the proposed activities were analyzed in the Final Programmatic Environmental Impact
Statement (FPEIS) for the MMHSRP. For those activities analyzed in the FPEIS, no further environmental
documentation will be required. For applications whose activities were not analyzed in the FPEIS,
program staff will ensure sufficient environmental documentation has been provided to determine the
appropriate level of environmental analysis (EA) needed to comply with NEPA. Proposal activities may be
categorically excluded, or an EA may be necessary. For those applications needing an EA, affected
applicants will be informed after the peer review stage. Applicants will be requested to assist in the
preparation of an EA by providing all necessary information to complete the assessment prior to the
awarding of funds.

NOTE: We strongly encourage all prospective applicants to begin required registrations as early as
possible. Completing the required registrations can take six weeks or longer. Submission due dates will
not be extended because of registration delays. Submissions received after the due date will be
considered late and will not be accepted.

Applicant organizations and individuals must register for three different Federal systems prior to
submitting an application through Grants.gov (SAM.gov, eRA Commons, and Grants.gov).

Registration Requirements: Applicant organizations and individuals must first register with SAM.gov and
obtain a Unique Entity Identifier (UEI). After you obtain your UEI, you can complete your Grants.gov and
eRA Commons registrations concurrently.

See Section IV(G) for detailed instructions on required registrations. If you do not have access to the
internet, please contact the Agency Contacts listed in this NOFO for submission instructions.

B. Cost Share or Matching Requirement

Pursuant to 48 U.S.C. 14693, the match requirement does not apply to the U.S. insular areas
(Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and the U.S. Virgin Islands).

For applicants from all other areas, the proposed budget must provide a minimum non-federal cost-
share (match) of 25% of the total budget (i.e., 0.25 x total project costs = total non-federal share).
Therefore, the total federal share will be 75% or less of the total budget.

To reduce calculation errors when determining the match, we recommend using the Prescott Grant
Cost-Share Calculator. The match amount must be a whole number, so please round up.

Below is a manual calculation example:

Federal = $125,000 (75% of Total = 0.75 x $166,667 = $125,000) Match = $41,667 (25% of Total
=0.25x $166,667 = $41,667)

Total = $166,667

The match may be > 25% of the total budget. However, please keep in mind that, if awarded, the match
amount is binding and must be fulfilled (i.e. reducing Federal amount expended does not reduce the
match amount).
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Applicants should understand that any cost-share committed to the Prescott Grant Program cannot be
applied to any other federal grant program. If a proposal does not meet the minimum cost-share
requirements, it will not be considered for further review in this annual funding cycle. NOAA will review the
valuation of the applicant's proposed non-federal cost-share according to 2 C.F.R. 200.306. This
regulation describes valuation for property or services contributed by the applicant as well as third-party
in-kind contributions, which are specifically allowed by the Prescott Grant Program statute and 2 C.F.R.
200.306. An in-kind contribution is a non-cash contribution, including such contributions donated or
loaned, by a third party to the applicant. In many cases, the value of in-kind services or property used to
fulfill a non-federal cost-share will be the fair market value of the services or property. The fair market
value is the cost of obtaining such services or property, had they not been donated, or of obtaining such
services or property for the period of a loan. The applicant must document any third-party in-kind services
or property used to fulfill the non-federal cost share.

C. Other Criteria that Affect Eligibility

There is no limit on the number of proposals that can be submitted by the same Stranding or
Entanglement Response Network, local/state agencies, Tribal governments, service lab or researcher
participant during this competitive grant cycle. However, Stranding or Entanglement Response Network,
local/state agencies, and Tribal governments will receive no more than two awards per year as part of
the competitive program. All proposals submitted by the same applicant must be for completely
independent projects that are clearly separate in their objectives, goals, and budget requests and must
be successful in the competitive review process.

Service labs or researchers providing services or conducting research that are not independently
authorized under Sections 112(c) or 109(h) of the MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1382(c) and 1379(h), respectively,
can only receive one award per year as part of the competitive grant cycle.

IV. Application and Submission Information

A. Address to Request Application Package
Both this NOFO and application instructions for this grant program are available via the Grants.gov
website at http://www.grants.gov.

Applicants without internet access can obtain application instructions by contacting the Acting Prescott
Grant Program Manager (mackenzie.griffin@noaa.gov, (301) 427-8418).

Mackenzie Griffin, Acting Prescott Program Manager
NOAA/NMFS/Office of Protected Resources (F/PR)
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13604

Silver Spring, MD 20910

B. Content and Form of Application

Please see the NOAA Grant Application Process website for eRA Commons related registration and
submission information.

Please see the Prescott Application Checklist to help you with your application.

The following federal forms are required as part of each application:

e Project Abstract Summary *new form*

e SF-424, Application for Federal Assistance

e SF-424A, Budget Information, Non-Construction Programs
e SF-424B, Assurances, Non-Construction Programs

e CD-511, Certifications Regarding Lobbying

e SF-LLL, Disclosure of Lobbying Activities (if applicable)
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For Construction (only if construction cost is = 50% of federal budget request):

e SF424C, Budget Information, Construction Programs

e SF424D, Assurances, Construction Programs
Proposals and all attachments should be at least in 10-point font. Spacing and margins should be
consistent throughout the document. If possible, please submit proposal documents as PDF files to
ensure conversion errors do not occur when proposal documents are later accessed in NOAA's grants
system (zip files, jpeg, and password-protected PDF files cannot be converted and should not be part of
a proposal submission). NOAA'’s grants system refers to eRA Commons, or any other subsequent
system so designated by NOAA. For applicants submitting proposals by mail, the SF-424 must be signed
in ink or signed by using a valid electronic or digital signature.

The following proposal documents are also required as part of each application. There
are page limits for each document. Please adhere to the page limits, as proposal
sections that exceed the page limit may not be fully transmitted to technical reviewers
(i.e. if there is a 10 page limit and you submit 11 pages, the 11th page may be cut from
technical review).

1) Proposal Narrative (ten-page limit): Describe the project activities completely and accurately. The
project description should be a clear statement of all work to be undertaken. It must include the
information listed below in (a)-(g).

1. List up to 3 Priorities and Goals (Section I.B.) in order of most to least relevant to the project. A
minimum of one and a maximum of three National and/or Regional priorities that the proposed
project will address should be named in the application.

1a) Priorities and Goals:

1. State the expected project accomplishments and their significance to the marine mammal health,
stranding and entanglement response, and/or rehabilitation community.

2. State the project objectives. Objectives should be attainable within the specified time period and
with the available monetary and human resources described/listed. Objectives should be simple,
understandable, and as specific and quantitative as possible based on historic stranding data in
the region.

1b) Project Management: Describe how the proposed project will be organized and managed,
including financial management of the project. Roles of participants should be explained, including:

1. Principal Investigator - An application may only have one designated Principal Investigator.
Co-Investigators - Other project participants or organizations that will have a significant role in
conducting the project.

3. Cooperators - Organizations or individuals that support the project.

4. Subcontracts - If any portion of the project will be conducted through subcontracts, follow the
procurement guidance for federal awards (2 CFR 200.317-.327). Describe how provisions for
competitive subcontracting will be met, if applicable. If the contractor has been identified, please
provide a statement of their qualifications or background.

1c) Project Description: Describe the scientific or technical plan of activities that will be
accomplished to meet the proposed project goals and objectives. Include detailed descriptions of
activities and expected results from the completed project. The project description should include:

1. Detailed description of project activities with associated timelines and milestones, including:
How they relate to the project’s goals and objectives.

How they relate to the Prescott Grant Program priorities

How they will be applied and/or made available to others through outreach and education
Who will conduct each activity?

What external factors influence the timeline (e.g., pupping season)?

as N =
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2. Specify the quantitative and/or qualitative evaluation criteria to determine the relative success or
failure of the project in achieving the stated project goals, objectives, and milestones.

3. Identify if this is a re-submission of a previously unfunded Prescott Grant application and, if so,
include a brief description of how the new proposal has been revised in response to prior
reviewers’' comments.

1d) Environmental Impacts: For coverage under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA),
applications will be reviewed to determine if the proposed activities were analyzed in the Final
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (FPEIS) for the MMHSRP. See Section IlI (Eligibility).

1e) Need for Federal Assistance: Demonstrate the need for government financial assistance. List all
other sources of funding that exist or have been sought for the project.

1f) Federal, Local/State Agencies, Tribal Government Programs and Activities: List any federal,
local/state agencies, Tribal government programs and activities that this project would affect and
reference any corresponding documentation (i.e., permits, approvals, and environmental
assessments).

1g) Participation by persons or groups other than the applicant: Describe how governmental and
non-governmental entities, particularly other members of the marine mammal health and stranding
and entanglement response communities will participate in the project and the nature of their
participation.

2) Organizational Summary (three-page limit): Provide a summary of your organization and the role your
organization plays in the Marine Mammal Stranding and/or Entanglement Response Network. The
summary must include (if applicable): a map of your response area; response statistics (i.e., number of
strandings/year, species, etc.); organizational overview (i.e., number of paid staff, paid interns/externs,
volunteers, researchers, etc.); size and capacity of your facility; a summary of your relationship with
neighboring Stranding and/or Entanglement Response Network responders; and a financial overview of
your facility, including what funds are available for the proposed work. A sample organizational summary
is available.

3) Data Management and Sharing Plan (two-page limit): Provide a data sharing plan that includes
descriptions of the types of environmental data and information expected to be created during the course
of the project, and how it will be shared [note: expectation is that data are made publicly available]; the
tentative date by which data will be shared; the standards to be used for data/metadata format and
content; methods for providing data access; approximate total volume of data to be collected; and prior
experience in making such data accessible. Please see the Prescott Grant Program Data Management
Guidance document. The plan will be reviewed as part of the Evaluation Criteria described in Section V.

4) Budget Information (no page limit): All budget information in the proposal documents must match the
SF-424A (Budget Information, Non-Construction Programs) form. The amounts per category and total
amounts indicated on the form must correspond with the amounts indicated on all other proposal
documents. The federal and non-federal columns must be filled in completely and separately.

Each application must also have a detailed budget narrative anda corresponding spreadsheet describing
the total project costs, including contributions and donations. Please refer to NOAA's budget narrative
guidance for developing a proper budget justification.

The budget narrative must justify the itemized costs per category between federal and non-federal
shares and the corresponding direct and indirect cost totals. For the non-federal share, the itemized
costs in the budget narrative and spreadsheet should be separated into the applicant and third-party in-
kind contributions. If third-party in-kind contributions are included, briefly describe the method for
calculating the value of these contributions. A sample budget spreadsheet is available.
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NOTE: For multi-organizational proposals (of at least 3 groups; i.e., stranding agreement holders,
local/state agencies, Tribal governments, or researchers) requesting up to $150,000, the budget
information must clearly demonstrate cost sharing between all entities involved in the project. Costs do
not necessarily need to be split evenly among all groups, but it should be apparent that there is
substantive collaboration among and grant funds will benefit all named collaborating organizations.

4a) Equipment Descriptions: The budget narrative should list each piece of equipment, the cost, and
a description of how it will be used and why it is necessary to the successful completion of the
proposed project. “Equipment” is defined as an item of property that has an acquisition cost of
$10,000 or more (unless the applicant organization has established lower levels) and expected
service life of more than one year. Any items that do not meet the threshold for equipment can be
included under the “supplies” line item. Please note that any general use equipment (e.g.,
computers, etc.) that is charged directly to the award should be allocated to the award according to
the expected usage on the project. Equipment procured for the project is subject to procurement
guidance for federal awards (2 CFR 200.317-.327). See 7i below for additional documentation for
equipment.

4b) Indirect costs: This includes overhead costs for basic operational functions (e.g., utilities, rent,
and insurance) that are incurred for common or joint objectives and, therefore, cannot be identified
specifically within a particular project. This may be calculated by one of the methods below:

1. Applicants may propose to use a negotiated indirect cost rate agreement (NICRA). For NOAA
NICRA assistance see “Section VII. Agency Contacts”. The negotiation and approval of a rate is
subject to the procedures required by NOAA and the Department of Commerce (DOC) Standard
Terms and Conditions.

2. Any non-federal entity that does not have a NICRA, may elect to charge a de minimis rate of 15%
of modified total direct costs (MTDC) which may be used indefinitely. No documentation is
required to justify the 15% de minimis indirect cost rate. As described in federal regulation (2 CFR
200.412), costs must be consistently charged as either indirect or direct costs, but may not be
double charged or inconsistently charged as both. If chosen, this methodology once elected must
be used consistently for all federal awards until a non-federal entity chooses to negotiate for a
rate, which the non-federal entity may apply to do at any time.

4c) Salaries and fringe benefits: Funds may be requested only for personnel who are directly
involved in implementing the proposed project and whose salaries and fringe benefits are directly
related to specific products or outcomes of the proposed project. If funds are requested for a staff
position that is not currently filled by personnel, a position description must be provided with the
Supporting Documentation (see Section IV. B.7.i “Position Descriptions”).

4d) Travel: Funds may be requested for domestic travel only, such as to support travel for
responses, in the field training, workshops, professional meetings and conferences (see Section IV.
F.). This travel should be directly related to proposal objectives.

5) Appendices (15-page limit): Additional material in support of project goals and objectives may be
provided (e.g., tables, charts, graphs, maps, photographs, slide shows, and other pictorial presentations).

6) Supporting Documentation (page limits vary by type of supporting document): The following
supporting documentation is required for all proposals:

7a) Prescott Letter of Eligibility: See requirements in Section IlI, Eligibility Information.

7b) Results of Previous Prescott Awards from the Last 3 Years (3-page limit): If any Principal
Investigator/Co-Investigator on the application has received Prescott Grant Program awards, the
following information is required for each annual competitive and emergency grant received in the
past three years:

1. Award number, amount, and period of support;
2. Title of the project;
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3. Brief summary of the results of the completed work including a brief description of available data,
samples, physical collections, and other related research projects (1-2 paragraphs maximum)
4. List of publications resulting from the award (do not include copies of the publications in the
application)
5. A description of the relation of the completed work to the proposed work if applicable.
If the most recent Prescott grant was awarded more than three years ago, the information listed above
is required only for the most recent grant. Do not submit copies of publications, progress, or final
reports. This section is not required if you have never received a Prescott grant.

7c) Resumes (maximum 4 pages per person): Principal Investigator, Co-Investigators, and named
Collaborators that will receive Federal funds for their salary and/or fringe must each provide a
resume summarizing their relevant experience. Resumes are not required for personnel that will not
receive Federal funds for salary and/or fringe.

7d) Position Descriptions: Applicants requesting funds for new staff positions or staff positions that
are vacant at the time of application submission must provide a detailed position description for
each vacancy. The position description should include the qualifications, skills, and requirements
necessary to fill the vacancy.

7e) Letters of Collaboration: A letter of collaboration is required from all external collaborators listed
in the proposal (i.e. not at the same institution as the Pl/applicant). These letters should not be
generic letters of support and must describe the specific activities each collaborating entity would
perform consistent with the description in the proposal.

7f) Letters of Reference for New Applicants Only: New applicants should submit 1- 3 letters of
reference. These letter(s) should introduce the new applicant to Prescott reviewers and support
their proposal. References may be National Marine Mammal Stranding or Entanglement Response
Network participants or other entities.

79) Indirect Cost Rate Agreement (optional): While a copy of the signed, approved NICRA is not
required with the application package, it will be required prior to approval of a grant award (provided
the applicant has not elected the de minimis rate).

7h) Permits, Authorizations, IACUC Approvals, and Complete Environmental Analyses: Applicants
requiring MMPA/ESA scientific research and enhancement permits or IACUCs must include a copy
of the cover or approval letter of their authorization, or document that they have applied for the
required authorizations. Do not include entire permits, IACUCs, or other authorizations.

7i) Equipment Details & Quotes: Supporting documentation regarding any piece of equipment (with a cost
over $10,000) is required with the application package. A minimum of one quote should be submitted for
all equipment listed in the application. However, it is best practice to submit up to three quotes for
equipment, as this helps technical reviewers better assess the appropriateness of the equipment costs.

Proposals submitted in response to this Announcement must include a Data Management Plan (up to 2
pages). See Section VI.B., Administrative and National Policy Requirements, below for additional
information on what the plan should contain.

C. Unique entity identifier and System for Award Management (SAM)
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Each applicant (unless the applicant is an individual or Federal awarding agency that is excepted from
those requirements under 2 CFR 25.110(b) or (c), or has an exception approved by the Federal awarding
agency under 2 CFR 25.110(d)) is required to: (i) Be registered in SAM before submitting its application;
(i) Provide a valid unique entity identifier (UEI) in its application; and (iii) Continue to maintain an active
SAM registration with current information at all times during which it has an active Federal award or an
application or plan under consideration by a Federal awarding agency. NOAA may not make a Federal
award to an applicant until the applicant has complied with all applicable unique entity identifier and SAM
requirements and, if an applicant has not fully complied with the requirements by the time NOAA is ready
to make a Federal award, NOAA may determine that the applicant is not qualified to receive a Federal
award and use that determination as a basis for making a Federal award to another applicant.

D. Submission Dates and Times
Applications must be received and validated by Grants.gov, postmarked, or provided to a delivery service

and time-stamped on or before 11:59 p.m. ET (Grants.gov) or local time (postmark and delivery service),
Tuesday, December 1, 2026.

The MMHSRP reserves the right to accept an application in an alternate format (i.e., hard copy
submission, facsimile, or via electronic mail). However, all applications must be postmarked by the
deadline unless an extension has been granted for an “extenuating circumstance” following the
submission of a Hardship Exemption Request.

Hardship Exemption. In the event of an extenuating circumstance (e.g., a natural or anthropogenic
disaster, validated service disruption in a specific area, or the sudden acute severe illness or death of the
Project Investigator/Authorized Representative or their immediate family member) that interferes with
an organization’s ability to meet a proposal submission deadline, there can be flexibility for obtaining an
extension to the announced deadline date that may be granted on a case-by-case basis with approval
from the Program Office.

Applicants facing extenuating circumstances and in need of an extension should contact the Acting
Prescott Grant Program Manager, (mackenzie.griffin@noaa.gov; (301) 427-8418), and submit a
Hardship Exemption Request to seek an extension for late proposal submission. The Hardship
Exemption Request should include a description of the hardship circumstances and a proposed new
deadline up to 14 calendar days after the regular grant application deadline. Applicants must contact the
Program Office via email (or telephone, if email is unavailable) regarding Hardship Exemption Requests.
Requests for extensions must be received by the Program Office on or before 11:59 pm ET on the day of
the grant application deadline of Tuesday, December 1, 2026.

The Program Office will review the request and inform the applicant whether an extension can be
accommodated. Applicants that are provided an extension should follow the written or verbal guidance
provided by the Program Office regarding methods of submission for their application(s). The Program
Office can accommodate an extension of the deadline up to a maximum of 14 calendar days and will
work with each impacted organization on a case-by-case basis to address their specific issue and
needs.

E. Intergovernmental Review

Applications submitted under this program are subject to the provisions of Executive Order (EQ) 12372,
"Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs".

F. Funding Restrictions
International Travel. Travel outside the United States, such as to conferences, will not be funded.

Not Allowable Costs. Fees, fundraising activities, travel for federal employees, salaries for federal
employees, or profits are not allowed.

G. Other Submission Requirements
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We recommend submitting your application in Grants.gov (http://www.grants.gov), which will allow you
to fill, save, and submit required federal forms online, along with all other application documents. NOAA
strongly recommends that applicants do not wait until the application deadline to begin the application
process through Grants.gov. Please see Registration requirements below.

Registration requirements
NOTE: Please see the NOAA Grant Application Process website for eRA Commons related registration
and submission information. We strongly encourage all prospective applicants to begin required
registrations as early as possible. Completing the required registrations can take six weeks or longer.
Submission due dates will not be extended because of registration delays. Submissions received after
the due date will be considered late and will not be accepted.

Applicant organizations and individuals must register for three different Federal systems prior to
submitting an application through Grants.gov (SAM.gov, eRA Commons, and Grants.gov). See below for
more detailed information on each required registration process.

1. System for Award Management (SAM.gov)

SAM.gov registration is required to do business with the U.S. government. After registering with
SAM.gov, you will receive a 12-character Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) that you will use throughout the
application process.

We recommend allowing at least three weeks for initial SAM.gov registrations and at least two weeks for
SAM.gov registration renewals. Additional information on SAM.gov registration is available here:
https://sam.gov/content/entity-registration

You must update your SAM.gov registration any time your entity’s information changes. You must also
renew and revalidate your entity’'s SAM.gov registration at least every 12 months from the date you last
certified to and submitted the registration. The renewal process may take up to two weeks. Your SAM.gov
account’s primary point of contact will receive an email message alerting them to the renewal requirement
at 60 days, 30 days, and 15 days prior to expiration. If you do not renew your registration by the deadline,
it will expire.

2. eRA Commons

After completing your SAM.gov registration and receiving your Unique Entity Identifier (UEI), you must
register with eRA Commons and create several required user accounts. NOAA uses eRA Commons to
process grant applications and manage grant awards.

NOTE: eRA Commons requires applicants to create one ORGANIZATIONAL PROFILE and two USER
ACCOUNTS before submitting an application. We recommend allowing at least three weeks for eRA
Commons registration. This process can be completed concurrently with your Grants.gov registration.
Additional information on the eRA Commons registration process is available here:
https://www.commerce.gov/ocio/programs/gems/applicant-and-grantee-training

After creating an overall account for your “institution”, which may be for your organization or yourself as
an individual, eRA Commons requires you to set up at least two user accounts: one Signing Official (SO)
account and one Program Director/Principal Investigator (PD/PI) account.

e The Signing Official (SO) user account must be assigned to an individual with signature authority
to legally bind the organization in grants administration matters. The SO will receive 4-5 emails
throughout the registration process.

e The Program Director/Principal Investigator (PD/PI) account must be assigned to an individual
with primary responsibility for the project(s) described in the grant application. The eRA
Commons User ID (Username) for the PD/PI must also be listed on the SF-424 form for item 4
(Applicant Identifier).

Your SO and PD/PI user accounts must be active before you submit an application. Both accounts can
be assigned to the same individual, if appropriate.
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3. Grants.Gov

After completing your SAM.gov registration and receiving your Unique Entity Identifier (UEI), you must
complete a one-time registration process with Grants.gov. Grants.gov is a government-wide portal used
to solicit and accept grant applications.

We recommend allowing at least two weeks for Grants.gov registration. This process can be completed
concurrently with your eRA Commons registration. Additional information on the Grants.gov registration
process is available here: https://www.grants.gov/applicants/applicant-registration

Submission Validation

The Grants.gov and eRA Commons validation processes for a submitted application can take up to two
business days after submission. Only validated applications are sent to NOAA to review. To ensure
successful submission of an application, we strongly recommend that you submit a final and complete
application at least three business days prior to the submission deadline.

Grants.gov and eRA Commons will not accept submissions if the applicant has not been authorized or if
credentials are incorrect. Submissions may also be rejected if:

e The Project Director/Principal Investigator (PD/PI)’s account username within eRA Commons is
not provided on the SF-424 form for item 4 (Applicant Identifier).
e The Universal Entity Identifier (UEI) from SAM.gov is not provided on the SF-424 form for item 8.c
(UEI).
e The Congressional District is not entered in the correct format on the SF-424 form for item 16
(Congressional Districts). The correct format is: [State Abbreviation]-[three digit district number].
For example, Virginia's 1stCongressional District would be listed as VA-001.
o PDF files are not flattened. To flatten a fillable PDF, you can use the “Print to PDF” function from
any web browser or PDF reader application.
o File sizes exceed 100 MB.
e Page sizes are greater than 8.5x11.
e File names exceed 50 characters (including spaces).
e File names include special characters.
After you submit your application, you will receive an automatic acknowledgment of receipt that
contains a Grants.gov tracking number. This notification indicates receipt by Grants.gov only, not receipt
by NOAA. Applications submitted through Grants.gov will be accompanied by FOUR automated
responses (1-Grants.gov Submission Receipt; 2-Grants.gov Submission Validation Receipt for
Application; 3-Grants.gov Grantor Agency Retrieval Receipt for Application; 4-Grants.gov Agency
Tracking Number Assignment for Application).

In addition to the Grants.gov automated notification messages, you may receive automated email
notifications of any errors or warnings identified by eRA Commons. You must resolve all eRA Commons
errors prior to the application due date in order for the application to be processed.

Once an electronic application is accepted in eRA Commons, you will receive an additional automated
notification that the completed application was received and that an application number will be
assigned.

You should save and print the proof of submission messages from both Grants.gov and eRA Commons.
If you do not receive an acceptance message from both Grants.gov and eRA Commons, you should
follow up with the Prescott Program Manager (mackenzie.griffin@noaa.gov) to confirm NOAA's receipt
of the complete submission. If you experience a Grants.gov “systems issue” (e.g., technical problems or
glitches with the Grants.gov website, receipt of an error message) that you believe threatens your ability
to complete submission before the application deadline, please (i) print, screenshot, video, or otherwise
document any error message received; and (ii) call the Grants.gov Help Desk at 1- 800-518-4726 for
assistance. The Help Desk is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, excluding federal holidays.
Applicants need to obtain a case number regarding communications with Grants.gov.
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If the applicant experiences a “systems issue” with Grants.gov that prevented the timely submission of
the proposal, the applicant must take the necessary steps to document the issue (e.g., screenshots or
video recording of error messages) and contact the Acting Prescott Grant Program Manager as soon as
possible. **Note: problems with an applicant organization’s computer system, email account, equipment,
or failure to comply with the Grants.gov system requirements are not considered “systems issues.”
Similarly, an applicant’s failure to (i) complete the required registration, (ii) ensure that a registered
Authorized Representative submits the application, or (iii) notice receipt of an email message from
Grants.gov are not considered “systems issues”. A Grants.gov “systems issue” is an issue occurring in
connection with the operations of Grants.gov itself, such as the temporary loss of service by Grants.gov
due to unexpected volume of traffic or failure of Federal government information technology systems,
both of which are highly unlikely.

H. Address for Submitting Proposals

If you cannot submit your application via Grants.gov, for any reason, a hard copy of the application will
be accepted. One signed original (can be printed double-sided) of the complete proposal package may

be submitted by postal mail or commercial delivery and post marked by the submission deadline to the
following address:

Mackenzie Griffin

NOAA/NMFS/Office of Protected Resources (F/PR)
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13604

Silver Spring, MD 20910

After posting, please contact: (mackenzie.griffin@noaa.gov, (301) 427-8418) with the name of the carrier
service and tracking number, and provide a copy of your receipt.

V. Application Review Information

1. Importance/relevance and applicability of proposed projects to |Maximum Points:
the program goals 30

This criterion assesses the project's broader impacts. For the Prescott Grant Program Competition, this
includes importance and relevance to the Goal(s) of the selected Prescott Grant Program Priority, the
Principal Investigator’'s record of making their data accessible and usable by the scientific community,
and the procedures described in the Data Sharing Plan. Reviewers will consider: the likelihood of meeting
project milestones and achieving anticipated results in the stated time period; the Data Sharing Plan; the
contribution of potential outcomes, results, or products to the marine mammal stranding, rehabilitation,
and entanglement response communities; and the amount of collaboration with other stranding network
participants.

(Score = 0-30 points)

2. Technical/scientific merit Maximum Points:
35

Proposals will be scored on their clear identification of goals and objectives and appropriate
performance evaluation methods. Proposals should have sufficient information to enable reviewers to
provide a technical evaluation of the project. The evaluation will be based upon the technical design's
strengths and/or weaknesses relative to obtaining productive and meaningful results.

(Score = 0-35 points)

3. Overall qualifications of applicants Maximum Points:
15
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Project management will be evaluated based upon documentation of related experience and
qualifications of the Principal Investigator, Co-Investigator(s), and other personnel. Other personnel
includes designated contractors, consultants, and cooperators. The results of any previous Prescott
awards (if applicable) will be considered when evaluating applicant qualifications. New applicants (those
who have never before applied for a Prescott grant) will be assessed relative to the work proposed.
Reviewers will also consider the extent to which the applicant complied effectively with the application
instructions in this Announcement. Up to 10 points may be deducted, as deemed appropriate and
commensurate, for failure to follow application instructions, if there are missing elements of the
application package, or if extensive spelling and grammatical errors make the application difficult to
read.

(Score = 0-15 points)

4. Project costs Maximum Points:
15

This criterion evaluates the budget to determine if it is realistic and commensurate with the project
needs and time frame. The proposed costs and overall budget of the project will be evaluated according
to the proposed work. Itemized costs and the overall budget must be justified and appropriately
allocated. For multi-organization collaborative projects requesting up to $150,000, cost sharing between
groups should be clear and apparent.

(Score = 0-15 points)

5. Outreach and Education Maximum Points: 5

Applications will be evaluated on whether project results or products will be shared appropriately given
the nature of the proposed work and whether sufficient detail is provided to make this determination.
This may include how the project’s approach(es), implementation, and outcomes will be disseminated to
relevant audiences beyond those participating directly in the project. Depending on the nature of the
project, outreach and education may include: community outreach events or public lectures; peer-
reviewed publications; training events; paid apprenticeships, internships, or externships; presentations at
professional meetings, schools, and Stranding and Entanglement Response Network conferences;
development of brochures, education materials, training manuals, or websites; or distribution of project
results to the Stranding and Entanglement Response Network, and other interested audiences.
Proposals should be rated on whether the outreach/education discussed is appropriate for the type and
nature of the proposal and whether the outreach/education is expected to be effective.

(Score = 0- 5 points)

Evaluation Criteria
Suggested Scoring Guidance:

e (90 and above) Proposal elements can be achieved with outstanding effectiveness and
efficiency, and there is high certainty that the project will have substantial benefit. Only the most
exceptional proposals may achieve this score

e (89-80) Proposal elements can be achieved effectively and efficiently. There is high certainty that
the project will have moderate to substantial benefit.

e (79-70) Proposal elements can be achieved adequately. It is likely that the project will have
moderate benefit.

e (69-60) Proposal elements can be achieved minimally. There is high or moderate certainty that
the project will have limited benefit.

¢ (59 and below) Proposal elements cannot be achieved. There is high or moderate certainty that
the project will not be successful.

Review and Selection Process
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Review and selection of applications will take place in several steps: initial evaluation, technical review,
program review, selection by the Selecting Official (Office of the Director, NMFS Office of Protected
Resources or designee), and approval by the NOAA Grants Officer.

1. Initial Evaluation of the Applications. NMFS Office of Protected Resources will screen
applications to ensure they:
1. Were received on time by the official deadline (or by an extended deadline granted for an
“extenuating circumstance” as defined above).

2. Provided a budget with at least 25% non-Federal cost share (match).

3. Provided a Prescott Letter of Eligibility.
If an application does not conform to the minimum requirements listed above, and the deadline for
submission has passed (original deadline or negotiated extended deadline due to an “extenuating
circumstance”), the application will be withdrawn from further consideration in the competition. NOAA,
in its sole discretion, may continue the review process for applications with non-substantive issues that
may be easily rectified or cured.

We are under no obligation to screen applications before the submission deadline in order to identify
deficiencies that would cause your application to be rejected so that you would have an opportunity to
correct them. However, should we do so and provide you information about deficiencies, or should you
independently decide it is desirable to do so, you may correct any deficiencies in your application and
resubmit your application before the deadline. After the deadline, the application must remain as
submitted; no changes can be made to it.

Applications that pass the initial screening will be grouped based on the applicant’s main Priority
category in their proposal and passed on to technical review.

1. Technical Review. Each accepted application will undergo a technical review by participants in
the National Marine Mammal Stranding and Entanglement Response Network or other qualified
persons (e.g., scientists, researchers, Stranding Network participants from foreign countries, etc.,
consistent with 16 U.S.C. 1421f-1(c)).

Technical reviewers will be asked to evaluate individual proposals based on the funding priorities
identified by the applicant and the Evaluation Criteria. Each proposal will be reviewed by at least three
individual reviewers. Applications will generally be reviewed and scored by individuals from a different
NMFS region than the applicant to avoid any potential conflicts of interest. However, for highly
specialized subject matter, applications may be reviewed by technical experts and scientists from the
same NMFS region as the applicant. A technical review will be conducted in a panel format with
reviewers providing individual, independent reviews for each proposal, not as a consensus. There may
be panel members present for the discussion that are from the same NMFS Regional Stranding and
Entanglement Response Networks. Applications from groups new to the Prescott Grant Program will be
grouped together for review by the assigned panel, and reviewed separately from applicants that have
applied before. Panel reviewers will be reminded that these applicants are new to the Prescott Grant
Program and instructed to review them accordingly, as described in the Criteria above.

Each technical reviewer must certify that they do not have a conflict of interest concerning the
proposal(s) they are reviewing prior to their review. Each panelist will be required to identify potential
conflicts of interest with proposals being reviewed by their panel. Reviewers with conflicts of interest will
not be present during those proposal discussions.
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Scores and comments for proposals will be completed after the technical review panel meetings.
Averaged technical review scores will be used to numerically rank the proposals and provide comments
on each proposal. To determine the appropriateness of each proposal to the Prescott Grant Program’s
funding priorities, the technical reviewers will provide independent reviews using 5 scoring criteria, and
assign up to the maximum number of points for each criterion. The points for each criterion will be
added together, providing a total final score, with a maximum possible score of 100 points. Given the
nature and quality of the submitted proposals, only the most competitive proposals, those scoring 60
points or more, will move on to the program review panel. The less competitive proposals will not be
reviewed further.

1.

Program Review Panel. A panel of federal NMFS employees, consisting of at least three national
and regional staff, consulting with the Marine Mammal Commission, will further evaluate the
most competitive applications. Based on the rank order from the technical reviews, the Program
Review Panel will apply the following considerations that may result in revisions to the rank order,
based on Section 408 of the MMPA, 16 U.S.C. 1421f-1(b)(4)(B):

1.

Equitable distribution of funds among stranding regions, including the subregions.
Equitable distribution will be determined using the best available data on episodic
stranding, entanglement or mortality events (except for unusual mortality events) that
occurred in any stranding region in the preceding year; average annual strandings,
entanglements, and mortality events per stranding region; sizes of marine mammal
populations inhabiting each region; the importance of the region’s marine mammal
populations to the well-being of Indigenous communities; and the conservation of
protected, depleted, threatened, or endangered marine mammal species. The Panel may
also consider the proportion of applications received per region/subregion, the actual
stranding statistics per region/subregion, and stranding network effort or coverage per
region/subregion. Subregions have been defined within each of the NMFS administrative
regions. Regions, as follows:

1. Alaska: Arctic (including the Bering Sea and north of Aleutian Islands) and Gulf of

Alaska (including South of Aleutian Islands and southeast Alaska)
2. Greater Atlantic: New England (Maine to Connecticut) and Mid-Atlantic (New
York to Virginia)

3. Pacific Islands: Hawaii state and Territories

4. Southeast: Atlantic and Gulf of America and Caribbean

5. West Coast: California state and the Pacific Northwest
In addition, the Panel will consider technical review scores and comments, application
materials, collaboration with other stranding network participants, and the applicant’s
history of providing scientific research and services.
The Panel will strongly consider the applicant's history with past funding from the
Prescott Grant Program, including any delinquencies in report submission, meeting the
goals and objectives of prior awards, unexpended balances on active awards, and
returned/deobligated funds from previous awards.
In the event limited funding is appropriated for the Prescott Grant Program ($1,000,000 or
less), based on the statutory requirement for equitable distribution to the greatest extent
practicable, the Panel will recommend funding at least one proposal from each NMFS
Region to the extent possible and prioritize applications focusing on marine mammal
strandings.

2. Selection Recommendations. The Selecting Official will make recommendations to NOAA
leadership regarding which proposals will be funded based on recommendations of the Program
Review Panel as well as the selection factors set forth in “Selection Factors”. Justifications will
be given for any recommendations that fall outside the technical review ranking, or for any cost
adjustments. After approval by NOAA leadership, the recommendations will be passed to the
NOAA Grants Officer for final approval.
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Grants Management Division Approval. NOAA reserves the right to negotiate the budget and
scope of work with any application that has been selected for an award, which may include
requesting that the applicant remove certain costs. Additionally, NOAA may request that the
applicant modify objectives or work plans and provide supplemental information required by the
agency prior to award. NOAA may select some, all, or none of the applications, or part(s) of any
particular application, ask applicants to work together or combine projects, defer applications to
the future, or reallocate funds to different funding categories to the extent authorized. After
applications are proposed for funding by the Selecting Official and prior to the issuance of an
award, the NOAA Grants Management Division will conduct an assessment of the risk posed by
the applicant in accordance with 2 C.F.R. 200.206. In addition to reviewing repositories of
government-wide eligibility, qualification, or financial integrity information, the risk assessment
conducted by NOAA may consider items such as the financial stability of an applicant, quality of
the applicant’s management systems, an applicant’s history of performance, previous audit
reports and audit findings concerning the applicant and the applicant’s ability to effectively
implement statutory, regulatory, or other requirements imposed on non-federal entities. Upon
review of these factors, if appropriate, specific award conditions that correspond to the degree of
risk may be applied by the NOAA Grants Officer pursuant to 2 C.F.R. 200.208. Applicants may
submit information to the System for Award Management (SAM) about any information included
in the system about their organization for consideration by the awarding agency. In addition,
NOAA reserves the right to reject an application in its entirety where information is uncovered
that raises a significant risk with respect to the responsibility or suitability of the applicant. The
final approval of selected applications and issuance of awards will be by the NOAA Grants
Officer. The award decisions of the NOAA Grants Officer are final.

Selection Factors

The Selecting Official shall award in the rank order unless the proposal is justified to be selected out of
rank order based on one or more of the following factors:

1. Availability of funding.

2. Balance/distribution of funds:

a.
b.
c.
d.

e.

geographically

by type of institution
by type of partners
by research priority

by project types

. Duplication of other projects funded or considered for funding by NOAA/Federal agencies.

3
4. Program priorities and policy factors.
5

. Applicant’s prior award performance.

6. Adequacy of information necessary for NOAA staff to make a NEPA determination and draft necessary
documentation before recommendations for funding are made to the Grants Officer.

7. The organization's status/authorization within the Network has changed since the proposal was
submitted

Anticipated Announcement and Award Dates
Subject to the availability of funds, a technical review of proposals will occur during the four months
following the proposal due date given in this announcement. Funding should begin during the fall of
2027 for most approved projects. Projects should not be expected to begin prior to September 1, 2027,
unless otherwise directed by the Federal Program Officer.
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Information about proposals received (organizational name, proposal title, and federal funding request)
will be publicly shared on the John H. Prescott Marine Mammal Rescue Assistance Grant Program web
page. Applicants that do not want their proposal information shared on this web page may contact the
program office following the submission of their proposal.

Successful applicants will receive notification of funding from the NOAA Grants Management Division.
Applicants should not initiate any project in expectation of federal funding until they receive a grant
award document signed by an authorized NOAA Grants Officer. A cooperative agreement will be utilized
if the proposed work entails substantial involvement between the applicant and NMFS. The final
determination of the funding instrument (grant or cooperative agreement) will be made by the NOAA
Grants Management Division. After all successful applicants have been notified, a Federal Program
Officer will notify unsuccessful applicants. Comments and scores from the technical review will be
provided to all applicants. Unsuccessful applications will be kept on file in the Program Office for a
minimum of twelve months and will then be destroyed.

VI. Award Administration Information

A. Award Notices

PRE-AWARD COSTS. Written pre-approval is required from NOAA for pre-award costs but prior approval
will be waived for awards designated by NOAA as research. Award recipients expend pre-award costs up
to 90 days before the period of performance start date at the applicant’s own risk and in accordance with
the applicant’s internal policies and procedures. Such costs are allowable only to the extent that they
would have been allowable if incurred after the date of the Federal award. This does not include direct
proposal costs (as defined at 2 CFR 200.460). In no event will NOAA or the Department of Commerce be
responsible for direct proposal preparation costs. Pre-award costs will be a portion of, not in addition to,
the approved total budget of the award. Pre-award costs expended more than 90 days prior to the period
of performance start date require approval from the Grants Officer. This does not change the period of
performance start date.

GRANTS OFFICER SIGNATURE. Proposals submitted in response to this solicitation are not considered
awards until the Grants Officer has signed the grant agreement. Only Grants Officers can bind the
Government to the expenditure of funds. The Grants Officer’s digital signature constitutes an obligation of
funds by the federal government and formal approval of the award.

LIMITATION OF LIABILITY. Funding for programs listed in this notice is contingent upon the availability of
funds. Applicants are hereby given notice that funds may not have been appropriated yet for the
programs listed in this notice. Publication of this announcement does not oblige NOAA to award any
specific project or to obligate any available funds.

B. Administrative and National Policy Requirements

RESEARCH TERMS AND CONDITIONS. For awards designated on the CD-450 as Research, the Commerce
Terms, and the Federal-wide Research Terms and Conditions (Research Terms) as implemented by the
Department of Commerce, currently, at https://www.nsf.gov/awards/managing/rtc.jsp, both apply to the
award. The Commerce Terms and the Research Terms are generally intended to harmonize with each
other; however, where the Commerce Terms and the Research Terms differ in a Research award, the
Research Terms prevail, unless otherwise indicated in a specific award condition.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE PRE-AWARD NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR GRANTS AND
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS. The Department of Commerce Pre-Award Notification Requirements for
Grants and Cooperative Agreements contained in the Federal Register notice of December 30, 2014 (79
FR 78390) are applicable to this solicitation and may be accessed online at
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-12-30/pdf/2014-30297.pdf.
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE (DOC) TERMS AND CONDITIONS. Successful applicants who accept a
NOAA award under this solicitation will be bound by the DOC Financial Assistance Standard Terms and
Conditions. This document will be provided in the award package in eRA at http://www.ago.noaa.gov and
at https://www.commerce.gov/oam/policy/financial-assistance-policy.

BUREAU TERMS AND CONDITIONS. Successful applicants who accept an award under this solicitation
will be bound by bureau-specific standard terms and conditions. These terms and conditions will be
provided in the award package in NOAA's Grants Online system. For NOAA awards only, the
Administrative Standard Award Conditions for National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
Financial Assistance Awards U.S. Department of Commerce are applicable to this solicitation and may be
accessed online at https://www.noaa.gov/organization/acquisition-grants/financial-assistance

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT. Department of Commerce regulations implementing the Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. Sec. 552, are found at 15 C.F.R. Part 4, Public Information. These
regulations set forth rules for the Department regarding making requested materials, information, and
records publicly available under the FOIA. Applications submitted in response to this Notice of Funding
Opportunity may be subject to requests for release under the Act. In the event that an application
contains information or data that the applicant deems to be confidential commercial information that
should be exempt from disclosure under FOIA, that information should be identified, bracketed, and
marked as Privileged, Confidential, Commercial or Financial Information. In accordance with 15 CFR §
4.9, the Department of Commerce will protect from disclosure confidential business information
contained in financial assistance applications and other documentation provided by applicants to the
extent permitted by law.

NOAA SEXUAL ASSAULT AND SEXUAL HARASSMENT PREVENTION AND RESPONSE POLICY. NOAA
requires organizations receiving federal assistance to report findings of sexual harassment, or any other
kind of harassment, regarding a Principal Investigator (PI), co-Pl, or any other key personnel in the award.

NOAA expects all financial assistance recipients to establish and maintain clear and unambiguous
standards of behavior to ensure harassment free workplaces wherever NOAA grant or cooperative
agreement work is conducted, including notification pathways for all personnel, including students, on the
awards. This expectation includes activities at all on- and offsite facilities and during conferences and
workshops. All such settings should have accessible and evident means for reporting violations and
recipients should exercise due diligence with timely investigations of allegations and corrective actions.

For more information, please visit: https://www.noaa.gov/organization/acquisition-grants/noaa-
workplace-harassment-training-for-contractors-and-financial.
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SCIENCE INTEGRITY. 1. Maintaining Integrity. The non-Federal entity shall maintain the scientific integrity
of research performed pursuant to this grant or financial assistance award including the prevention,
detection, and remediation of any allegations regarding the violation of scientific integrity or scientific and
research misconduct, and the conduct of inquiries, investigations, and adjudications of allegations of
violations of scientific integrity or scientific and research misconduct. All the requirements of this
provision flow down to subrecipients. 2. Peer Review. The peer review of the results of scientific activities
under a NOAA grant, financial assistance award or cooperative agreement shall be accomplished to
ensure consistency with NOAA standards on quality, relevance, scientific integrity, reproducibility,
transparency, and performance. NOAA will ensure that peer review of "influential scientific information” or
"highly influential scientific assessments" is conducted in accordance with the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) Final Information Quality Bulletin for Peer Review and NOAA policies on peer review, such
as the Information Quality Guidelines. 3. In performing or presenting the results of scientific activities
under the NOAA grant, financial assistance award, or cooperative agreement and in responding to
allegations regarding the violation of scientific integrity or scientific and research misconduct, the non-
Federal entity and all subrecipients shall comply with the provisions herein and NOAA Administrative
Order (NAO) 202-735D, Scientific Integrity, and its Procedural Handbook, including any amendments
thereto. That Order can be found at https://www.noaa.gov/organization/administration/nao-202-735d-2-
scientific-integrity. 4. Primary Responsibility. The non-Federal entity shall have the primary responsibility
to prevent, detect, and investigate allegations of a violation of scientific integrity or scientific and research
misconduct. Unless otherwise instructed by the grants officer, the non-Federal entity shall promptly
conduct an initial inquiry into any allegation of such misconduct and may rely on its internal policies and
procedures, as appropriate, to do so. 5. By executing this grant, financial assistance award, or cooperative
agreement the non-Federal entity provides its assurance that it has established an administrative process
for performing an inquiry, investigating, and reporting allegations of a violation of scientific integrity or
scientific and research misconduct; and that it will comply with its own administrative process for
performing an inquiry, investigation, and reporting of such misconduct. 6. The non-Federal entity shall
insert this provision in all subawards at all tiers under this grant, financial assistance award, or
cooperative agreement.

REVIEW OF RISK. After applications are proposed for funding by the Selecting Official, the Grants Office
will perform administrative reviews, including an assessment of risk posed by the applicant under 2 C.F.R.
200.206. These may include assessments of the financial stability of an applicant and the quality of the
applicant’'s management systems, history of performance, and the applicant’s ability to effectively
implement statutory, regulatory, or other requirements imposed on non-Federal entities. Special
conditions that address any risks determined to exist may be applied. Applicants may submit comments
about any information concerning organizational performance listed in the Responsibility/Qualification
section of SAM.gov for consideration by the awarding agency.

REVIEWS AND EVALUATION. The applicant acknowledges and understands that information and data
contained in applications for financial assistance, as well as information and data contained in financial,
performance and other reports submitted by applicants, may be used by the Department of Commerce in
conducting reviews and evaluations of its financial assistance programs. For this purpose, applicant
information and data may be accessed, reviewed and evaluated by Department of Commerce employees,
other Federal employees, and also by Federal agents and contractors, and/or by non-Federal personnel,
all of whom enter into appropriate conflict of interest and confidentiality agreements covering the use of
such information. As may be provided in the terms and conditions of a specific financial assistance
award, applicants are expected to support program reviews and evaluations by submitting required
financial and performance information and data in an accurate and timely manner, and by cooperating
with the Department of Commerce and external program evaluators. In accordance with §200.303(e),
applicants are reminded that they must take reasonable measures to safeguard protected personally
identifiable information and other confidential or sensitive personal or business information created or
obtained in connection with a Department of Commerce financial assistance award.
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REQUIRED USE OF AMERICAN IRON, STEEL, MANUFACTURED PRODUCTS, AND CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS. If applicable, and pursuant to the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (“llJA”), Pub.L. No.
117-58, which includes the Build American, Buy American (BABA) Act, Pub. L. No. 117-58, §§ 70901-52
and OMB M-22-11, recipients of an award of Federal financial assistance from the Department of
Commerce (DOC) are hereby notified that none of the funds provided under this award may be used for a
project for infrastructure unless: 1) all iron and steel used in the project are produced in the United
States—this means all manufacturing processes, from the initial melting stage through the application of
coatings, occurred in the United States; 2) all manufactured products used in the project are produced in
the United States—this means the manufactured product was manufactured in the United States; and the
cost of the components of the manufactured product that are mined, produced, or manufactured in the
United States is greater than 55 percent of the total cost of all components of the manufactured product,
unless another standard for determining the minimum amount of domestic content of the manufactured
product has been established under applicable law or regulation; and 3) all construction materials1 are
manufactured in the United States—this means that all manufacturing processes for the construction
material occurred in the United States. The Buy America preference only applies to articles, materials, and
supplies that are consumed in, incorporated into, or affixed to an infrastructure project. As such, it does
not apply to tools, equipment, and supplies, such as temporary scaffolding, brought to the construction
site and removed at or before the completion of the infrastructure project. Nor does a Buy America
preference apply to equipment and furnishings, such as movable chairs, desks, and portable computer
equipment, that are used at or within the finished infrastructure project but are not an integral part of the
structure or permanently affixed to the infrastructure project.

WAIVERS. When necessary, recipients may apply for, and DOC may grant, a waiver from these
requirements. DOC will notify the recipient for information on the process for requesting a waiver from
these requirements. 1) When DOC has made a determination that one of the following exceptions applies,
the awarding official may waive the application of the domestic content procurement preference in any
case in which DOC determines that: a. applying the domestic content procurement preference would be
inconsistent with the public interest; b. the types of iron, steel, manufactured products, or construction
materials are not produced in the United States in sufficient and reasonably available quantities or of a
satisfactory quality; or c. the inclusion of iron, steel, manufactured products, or construction materials
produced in the United States will increase the cost of the overall project by more than 25 percent. A
request to waive the application of the domestic content procurement preference must be in writing. DOC
will provide instructions on the format, contents, and supporting materials required for any waiver
request. Waiver requests are subject to public comment periods of no less than 15 days and must be
reviewed by the Made in America Office.

DEFINITIONS. “Construction materials” includes an article, material, or supply—other than an item of
primarily iron or steel; a manufactured product; cement and cementitious materials; aggregates such as
stone, sand, or gravel; or aggregate binding agents or additives2 —that is or consists primarily of: non-
ferrous metals; plastic and polymer-based products (including polyvinylchloride, composite building
materials, and polymers used in fiber optic cables); glass (including optic glass); lumber; or drywall.
“Domestic content procurement preference” means all iron and steel used in the project are produced in
the United States; the manufactured products used in the project are produced in the United States; or the
construction materials used in the project are produced in the United States. “Infrastructure” includes, at a
minimum, the structures, facilities, and equipment for, in the United States, roads, highways, and bridges;
public transportation; dams, ports, harbors, and other maritime facilities; intercity passenger and freight
railroads; freight and intermodal facilities; airports; water systems, including drinking water and
wastewater systems; electrical transmission facilities and systems; utilities; broadband infrastructure;
and buildings and real property. Infrastructure includes facilities that generate, transport, and distribute
energy. “Project” means the construction, alteration, maintenance, or repair of infrastructure in the United
States. - 1 Excludes cement and cementitious materials, aggregates such as stone, sand, or gravel, or
aggregate binding agents or additives. 2 IlJA, § 70917(c)(1).
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INDIRECT COST RATE. If an applicant has not previously established an indirect cost rate with a Federal
agency they may choose to negotiate a rate with the Department of Commerce or use the de minimis
indirect cost rate of 15% of MTDC (as allowable under 2 C.F.R. §200.414). The negotiation and approval
of arate is subject to the procedures required by NOAA and the Department of Commerce Standard
Terms and Conditions. The NOAA contact for indirect or facilities and administrative costs is: Jennifer
Jackson, NOAA Grants Management Division, 1325 East West Highway, 9th Floor, Silver Spring, MD
20910, or jennifer.jackson@noaa.gov.

EXECUTIVE ORDER 14173. Ending lllegal Discrimination and Restoring Merit-Based Opportunity. This
award term implements Executive Order 14173, 90 FR 8633 (Jan. 21, 2025), Ending lllegal Discrimination
and Restoring Merit-Based Opportunity. By accepting this U.S. Department of Commerce financial
assistance award, the recipient: (1) agrees that compliance in all respects with all applicable Federal anti-
discrimination laws is material to the government’s payment decisions for purposes of section 3729(b)(4)
of Title 31 United States Code; and (2) certifies to the Department that it does not operate any programs
promoting diversity, equity, and inclusion that violate any applicable Federal anti-discrimination laws.

RESTORING AMERICAN SEAFOOD COMPETITIVENESS. Pursuant to Executive Order (EQ) 14276,
Restoring American Seafood, the United States aims to address unfair trade practices, eliminate unsafe
imports, level the unfair playing field that has benefited foreign fishing companies, promote ethical
sourcing, reduce regulatory burdens, and ensure the integrity of the seafood supply chain. As applicable,
the purpose, policies, and requirements of EO 14276 apply to awards made under this notice.

GOLD STANDARD SCIENCE. In performing activities under Federal awards, applicants should commit to
complying with administration policies, procedures, and guidance respecting Gold Standard Science. As
detailed in Executive Order 14303, Restoring Gold Standard Science (May 23, 2025), Gold Standard
Science refers to science conducted in a manner that is:

e Reproducible.

e Transparent.

e Communicative of error and uncertainty.

e Collaborative and interdisciplinary.

e Skeptical of its findings and assumptions.

e Structured for falsifiability of hypotheses.

e Subject to unbiased peer review.

e Accepting of negative results as positive outcomes.

e Without conflicts of interest.
PROHIBITION ON USING FEDERAL AWARDS TO PROMOTE OR SUPPORT THEORIES OF DISPARATE-
IMPACT LIABILITY. In accordance with Executive Order 14281, Restoring Equality of Opportunity and
Meritocracy (April 23, 2025), it is the policy of the Federal Government to eliminate the use of disparate-
impact liability in all contexts to the maximum possible and permitted by law.

TERMINATION. In accordance with 2 CFR § 200.340(a), this federal award may be terminated in part or in
its entirety as follows:

1. By DOC or the pass-through entity if the recipient or subrecipient fails to comply with the terms
and conditions of this federal award.

2. By DOC or the pass-through entity with the consent of the recipient or subrecipient, in which case
the two parties must agree upon the termination conditions. These conditions include the
effective date and, in the case of partial termination, the portion to be terminated.

3. By the recipient or subrecipient upon sending DOC or the pass-through entity a written
notification of the reasons for termination, the effective date, and, in the case of partial
termination, the portion to be terminated. If DOC or the pass-through entity determines that the
remaining portion of this federal award will not accomplish the purposes for which this federal
award was made, DOC or the pass-through entity may terminate this federal award in its entirety.
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4. By DOC or the pass-through entity to the extent authorized by law, if the award no longer
effectuates the program goals or agency priorities.

C. Reporting

In accordance with 2 CFR 200.328-9 and the terms and conditions of the award, financial reports are to
be submitted semiannually and performance (technical) reports are to be submitted semiannually.
Reports are submitted electronically through eRA.

The Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act, 31 U.S.C. 6101 note, includes a requirement
for awardees of applicable Federal grants to report information about first-tier subawards and executive
compensation under Federal assistance awards. All awardees of applicable grants and cooperative
agreements are required to report to the FFATA Subaward Reporting System (FSRS) available at
https://www.fsrs.gov/ on all subawards over $30,000. Refer to 2 CFR Part 170.

All progress reports will be submitted on a semi-annual schedule and must be submitted no later than
30 days following the end of each six-month period from the start date of the award. The comprehensive
final report is due 120 days after the award expiration. Additional reporting on project details may be
required at the request of the Program Office. Grant recipients must submit any copies of publications
printed with award funds (e.g., manuals, surveys, etc.) to the NMFS Federal Program Officer for
dissemination to the public.

Publications should be submitted either as hard copies or in an electronic version. Based on the location
and the subject matter of the projected work, NMFS Regional Stranding Coordinators or MMHSRP staff
will serve as Technical Monitors to advise the Program Officer. For projects taking place in more than one
region, the Technical Monitor will be MMHSRP Headquarters staff.

Performance Measures: NOAA will evaluate project performance based on alignment with administration
priorities, including but not limited to, domestic economic expansion, infrastructure modernization,
capacity building, and national food security, alongside adherence to Executive Orders and 'Gold Standard
Science.' These overarching criteria are assessed through a framework that measures a project’s
contribution to fishery economic optimization, domestic seafood utilization, infrastructure capacity,
supply chain resilience, and national maritime strategy. To ensure effective implementation, NOAA
reserves the right to incorporate specific quantitative and qualitative metrics into the award agreement
(i.e. Notice of Award; Specific Award Conditions), These metrics will be focused on the project’s
objectives and its ability to foster industry growth, technical modernization, and workforce readiness.

VII. Agency Contacts

The Acting Prescott Grant Program Manager is:
Mackenzie Griffin

NOAA/NMFS/Office of Protected Resources (F/PR) 1315 East-West Highway, Room
Silver Spring, MD 20910 (mackenzie.griffin@noaa.gov), (301) 427-8418

The NOAA contact for indirect or facilities and administrative costs is:
Jennifer Jackson, NOAA Grants Management Division 1325 East West Highway, 9th Floor

Silver Spring, MD 20910 (jennifer.jackson@noaa.gov)

VIIl. Other Information

No federal employees or agencies are able to apply for federal assistance under this notice. In addition,
federal employees shall not provide assistance in writing any application, writing letters of support for
any application, or otherwise confer any unfair advantage on a particular application.

For activities involving collaboration with current NOAA programs, federal employees can write a letter
verifying that they are collaborating with the project. This collaboration letter cannot support or endorse
the applicant or project.
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MMHSRP staff and NOAA Federal Program Officers can provide guidance on application procedures
and the proper completion of required forms. Refer any questions about potential collaboration or
support by federal employees to the Acting Prescott Grant Manager (Section VII. Agency Contacts).

If a project is awarded, the award recipient, subrecipient, contractor, and/or subcontractor shall not sub-
grant or sub-contract any part of the approved project to any agency of the DOC and/or other federal
department, agency or instrumentality, without the prior written approval of the Grants Officer. Requests
for approval of such action must be submitted to the Federal Program Officer who shall review and make
a recommendation to the Grants Officer. The Grants Officer shall make the final determination with the
concurrence of legal counsel of the DOC agency making the award, and legal counsel of the other federal
department, agency or instrumentality receiving the subaward and/or contract. The Grants Officer will
notify that Recipient in writing of the final determination (DOC Standard Terms and Conditions, G.05)
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