SCOPE OF WORK for Cooperative Agreement
Schlepp Agriculture to Wetland Conversion Project
Rose Lake, Idaho
Schlepp Farm Conservation Easement 
FY2015-FY2019 Operation, Maintenance, and Restoration


Purpose: 

Provide funds from the Department of Interior Natural Resource Damage Assessment and Restoration Fund through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) as the lead for restoration planning, implementation and maintenance on the Schlepp Farm Conservation Easement to design, prepare, and implement wetland restoration for waterfowl use, productivity, and healthy feeding. In September 2014, the current Cooperative Agreement to perform activities associated with operation and maintenance of the Easement and restoration of the West Field expires. 

Tasks:

The anticipated tasks needed to continue with West Field restoration activities and operation and maintenance of the easement for the remainder of 2014 through June 2019, are outlined below. Tasks and projected costs anticipated to restore habitat for waterfowl use and manage the easement between 2014-2019 include: site preparation and re-vegetation, water management and infrastructure maintenance and annual cost accounting/reporting and technical assistance, as needed, to the Natural Resource Restoration Team (NRRT). 

Site Preparation and Re-vegetation:	

· Control invasive and non-native plant species through direct competition from regeneration of the native seed bank and native plantings, and by applying approved pesticides when warranted.
· Plant native wetland transitional grasses, shrubs and riparian trees to help restore and stabilize upland habitat, aid in the control of invasive plant species, and provide a visual barrier between project wetlands and the trail of the Coeur d’Alene’s.
· Annual monitoring of Easement activities documenting any changes needed for future planning and operations.
· Implement habitat improvement activities targeting waterfowl resting, loafing, and feeding behaviors to obtain restoration goals.  

Water Management and Infrastructure Maintenance:
· Manage water levels to influence the re-establishment of desirable emergent and aquatic wetland plant species through regeneration of the native seed bank to attract waterfowl.
· Monitor water levels, vegetation response, and waterfowl use to evaluate success of activities and help guide long-term restoration management. 

Annual Cost Accounting/Reporting:

· Annual Progress Reports will be prepared discussing operation, maintenance and restoration activities on the Easement.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Annual Finance Reports will be prepared outlining expenditures and unobligated balances.
