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NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD
This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the National Park Service’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.

	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	P13AS00168

	Project Title
	Bridging the Watershed

	Recipient
	Alice Ferguson Foundation

	Principle Investigator / Program Manager
	Lori Arguelles, Executive Director

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$256,500

	Cost Share
	No

	New Award or Continuation?
	Continuation

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	5 months

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	1 May 2013 - 30 September 2013

	Award Instrument
	Task Agreement Under Cooperative Agreement Number H3450080117

	Statutory Authority
	16 U.S.C 1g

	CFDA # and Title
	15.944 Natural Resource Stewardship

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	(1) Continuation


	NPS Point of Contact
	Rita L. Mihalik


OVERVIEW
The Alice Ferguson Foundation (AFF) and the National Park Service (NPS) work in partnership to deliver the Bridging the Watershed (BTW) program.  Field studies for students and teacher and ranger trainings are co-facilitated by NPS and AFF staff at National Park sites throughout the Potomac Watershed.

The objective of the agreement is to promote increased stewardship of the Potomac Watershed by providing educators in the regional school systems and NPS rangers with educational tools to utilize national parks as classrooms and laboratories.

RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT
The AFF will provide arrangements for field studies involving NPS park rangers and secondary school students and teachers, provide workshops and institutes to train rangers and teachers, and provide continuous improvements to the Bridging the Watershed website, curriculum and outreach.  AFF accomplish this by providing staff to organize and conduct field studies and ranger and teacher trainings with NPS rangers.

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE INVOLVEMENT
The NPS will work with the Bridging the Watershed program director and staff to conduct field studies and provide teacher and ranger training institutes.  The NPS will accomplish this by hosting field studies, training institutes and logistical support.  The NPS will appoint an Agreements Technical Representative to coordinate necessary paperwork and reporting.  A subject matter expert will oversee projects and programs to ensure all relevant NPS standards are met.  On-site liaisons will be assigned to coordinate field visits.
SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.



	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.




The National Park Service did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria:

(2) Continuation:
	Bridging the Watershed is an exemplary youth education program for secondary school students, providing exploratory science & cultural resources field studies and classroom activities using National Parks as learning laboratories.  This partnership with the Alice Ferguson Foundation has built a strong working relationship with huge regional school systems such as Prince George’s County Public School District, Montgomery County Public Schools, and the District of Columbia Public Schools, as well as collaborating with the Maryland State Park system.  The existing core BTW modules are highly relevant to the Potomac Watershed as well as incorporating unique aspects of the 11 National Parks participating in the BTW program, and the teacher training provided by AFF educators directly provides pedagogy and evaluation to assist the teachers in guiding the youth to meet program goals.  

Funding is a continuation of support for the program.  It will support field studies, workshops, teacher institutes, updates of materials and improve the website.  



	


STATUTORY AUTHORITY
16 U.S.C. § 1g provides that the NPS may enter into cooperative agreements that involve the transfer of NPS appropriated funds to non-profit organizations for the public purpose of carrying out NPS programs pursuant to 31 U.S.C. § 6305.
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